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CHAP. I. 

IntroduElory Chapter. 



THE admirable Fielding Has happily 
remarked, *^ that an author ought 
*' to confider himfelf not as a gentleman, 
** who gives a private, or clecmolynary 
^* treat, but rather as one who keeps a pub- 
*^ lie ordinary, at which all perfons are wel- 
«« come for their money." 
Vol. II. B On 



2 ESSAY ON 

On this idea he formed for himfelf a very 
pleafant and profitable rule, " to prefix 

not only a general bill of fare to his whole 
*^ entertainment, but to give the reader par- 
^' ticular bills to every courfe, as he ferved 
*^ it up i© hii fuQceffive volumes." 

From an incautious neglcdt of this en- 
livening regulation, the too carelefs pro- 
vider of the pcefent oj^inajry undefigncdly 
difgufted fome of his more dainty cuftom- 
ers : iKb^v frain the want of aa'explanatof y 
bill of fare to this his iibcond courfe, con- 
cluded, becaufe it differed entirely fi-om 
the firft, that it was compofed of articles 
unfit for the refined luxury of a modern 
table; though, ia truth, the well-meaning 
Tratteur had pleafcd himfelf with a hope 
of iurprifing and delighting his guoftsj by a 
curious j(ete6kion of delicacies from ^ificremt 
parts of the world 

To dkaage a culifi^ry i^etfiphor &r om 
of a Ixghscr and more tra<%able Ipad : fi^oit 
ftieadiy feUow trayeUers^ whQ ammtied mt 
with great fatisfaftioa dU!Qi#i ^ i^it 

Aage 
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fbge of my firft volume^ where we advan- 
ced amicably together^ upon a wide, though 
unbeaten Englifli road, complained that 
they grew dizzy and confufed, upon being 
precipitately hurried into a variety of 
fcencs, entirely . unexpeded, which they 
could have eiyioyed, had they been properly 
prepared for fo extenfive an excurfioa. 

To thee therefore, gentle reader, who 
art now., for the firft time, on the ppint of 
embarking with me on an airy expedition^ 
Aat may favour of philofophical temerity^ 
I give this friendly notice, that I am now 
going to afcend in the balloon of conjecture 
to the antediluvian world. From thenw 
we ihall vifit Eg^pt and Rome ; taking 
a curfory, but I hope a pleafant and inftpucr 
tivc lurvey p( the ancient world. 

It is an honeft and literal truth, that;^ 
efteem and affeftion for fome living old 
maids, and a compaffionatc concern for 
othiws, led me firft to meditate on this in- 
terefting community, until the fubjeft of my 
meditation gained fo powerful an influence 
B 2 over 
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ever my mind, that I could not reft without 
tracing its hiftory through all the ancient 
and modern viciffitudes of life and manners. 
In this wide field of enquiry I was deeply 
engaged, and highly amufed by thofc elo- 
quent eulogifts and promoters of virginity — • 
the primitive fathers of the church. I 
fhould have deemed my work incomplete, 
H" it had failed to exhibit a Iketch of the 
rnoft eminent among them, and alfo of thofe 
lingular compofitions by which they mar- 
relloufly augmented the multitude of Old 
Maids. Yet thefe holy advocates for a 
maiden life, were fb free in their anecdotes 
and^ expreffions, and fo diffufe in their re- 
peated exhortations to virginity j that in 
giving the moft careful and guarded account 
of their difcourfes, I am not without fear 
of fometimes alarming the fcrupulous by 
the mere phantom of indecency, and of de- 
prefling the volatile by the more fubftantial. 
vapour of dulnefs. If that misfortune 
fhould happen to be my lot, I eamcftly 
conjure them to let their cenfurc fall, not 

on 
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on the humble undignified author of this 
cfl&y ; but on thofe highi and hallowed pre- 
lates^ whofe compofitions on this interefting 
topic I thought myfelf obliged to review. 
I would not willingly admit into this work 
a fingle expreffion that could force even 
prudes to blufli : but if thofe ladies o£ nice 
imagination fhould ever find me betrayed 
into fuch an offence, I intreat then], inftead 
of cenfiiring me, to congratulate themfelvcs 
on the happy refinement of the times, in 
which it is impoflible to tranfcribe even 
die compofition of faints, without incurring 
die charge of indelicacy. 



B 3 CHAP- 



$ E 6 S A Y O N 

CHAP- n. 

Cmjc^utes ccnccrning tbs Emfimct. of Old 

Maids b^r^ tHDdu^e, , 

APUTCH authori .diftiiigui{hed by 
his .erudition and bis misfortunesi 
ha$ endeayoured to prove, in a diflertatfon 
of more learning thaa ipodefly,, dat, when 
pur pEOgenkons were firfl: created, it was 
the intention, of Heave«> that Ev^ berfelf 
ihouJd become: an. Old Maidj, and tb* 
original fin was introduced into the world 
by the difobedience of our frail mother, 
not literally in eating a myfterious fruit, 
but in wandering from the path of virgin 
purity. Thi§ fanciful hypothefis did not 
arife in the heavy air of Holland— the 
idea was entertained by fomc illuftrious fa^ 
thers of the churchy and the great living 
biftorian of the Ronnan empire, in thofe 
farcaftic remarks on Chriftianity, which are 
the principal blemifhes in his exquifite com-r 

pofmop, 
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pofition^ has obferred, " it ^as dieir &- 
^' vouritc opinion, that if Adarnn had pre- 
*' fervcd his obedience tx) the Creator, he 
^ would have lived and died in a ftate of 
" virgiir purity, and that fome harmlefs. 
*^ mode of vegetation nni^t bdve peopled 
" Paradiie with a race of innocent and im- 
*^ naortai beings." In a note to this paffage, 
die great hifborian informs us^ that " Juftin^ 
^ Gregory of Nyfia, Augoftin, Sec. ftrongly 
** inclined to this opinion^;'' yet he has not 
attended, with his ufual accuracy, to tht 
idea entertained by die laft of thefe fathers 
on this curious point. Auguftin, in the 14th 
book of his City of God, enters into a lon^ 
and rather indelicate difcuffion of it. 

He does not affirm, that Paradifb would 
have been peopled by a hurndefs nwJi ^ 
vigaaiitmy but the good father, and hit; 
tertied commentator Lodovicu$ Vivcsp, al- 
ledge the mofl whimfical^ and lutUcrous oc- 
currences that were ever recorded bfy a ie* 
riousr pern. The curious reader may fittd 
thefe cxtiraortfeiary anecdotJes relnted h 
B 4 v^ry 
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very coarfe but explicit language, at the 
498th page of the Englifh tranfladon of St. 
Auguftin, printed in 1620. I ought, per- 
haps, like the holy father himfelf, when 
Ipeaking of matters much more indecent, 
to alk the pardon of chafte eyes, for point- 
ing out to them ftich indelicate wonders; 
l)Ut, I flatter myfclf, the kind fifterhood 
will forgive the coitrfenefs of the ftory, for 
the fake of my zealous folicitude to indulge 
their curiofity. I truft I may afford them 
both aniufcment and inftruftion, by Ihew- 
ing them how ftrangely men of the moft 
reverend charafter have been betrayed, by 
frivolous Ipcculation, into the grofleft ab^ 
furdity. . 

Perhaps, without the fanftity of Au- 
guftin, I am now expofing myfelf to a fimi- 
lar cenfure ; but if an enquiry into antedi- 
luvian virginity fhould be confidered by 
any morofe or fceptical readers as a frivo- 
lous Ipeculation, let them remember, that I 
am profeflcdly following, the example of 
|l^ofe great antiquarians, who have ado- 
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nifhed the prefcnt enlightened age by the 
profondity of their refearches. The elabo* 
rate works of thefe gendemen evidently 
prove, that they have two confiderable and 
leparate points to purfue ; the firft and moft 
important, to difplay their own excenfivc 
erudition; the fecond and inferior, to in- 
fcrmor to amufe their reader, which, like 
all other fecondary aims, mull be frequcndy 
lacrificed to the more important. After 
the marvellous intimate acquaintance which 
the learned Mr. Bryant has Ihewn with the 
femily of Chus, the grandfon of Noah, 
every author who profeffes to treat of an 
ancient inftitution, may be reafonably ex- 
pefted to give fome account of whatever 
relates to it, either immediately after, or 
long before the deluge 3 and the refpe£t 
which I bear to the fifterhood makes me 
ambitiqus of (hewing them, that I have di- 
ligendy ranfacked fuch memotials qf pall 
liges, both genuine and fiftitious, as I 
thought likely to elucidate the hiftory of 
thejr long-neglefted though venerable • or- 
der: 
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der : yet, as it is an efts^Hfhed privilege of 
authors to point out their own particular 
merits, and the particular failings of their 
brethren, let me here modeftly boaft of my 
own candour, in not endeavouring to raifc 
the antiquity of the interefting order tO' 
which my pen is devoed, at the expence of 
truth ; a failing that almoft: all my brother 
antiquarians may be laid, I fear, to have 
learned from each other. For my own part, 
I wiih the chaile fiilerhood, in all points 
that concern both thcmfelves and others, to 
diftinguifh rumour from. faft. 

On thefe principles I fhall proceed to 
tell them, that Eve herfelf has been faid to 
have inftituted a religious order of certain 
young women, who were to continue vir- 
gins, and to preferve unextinguilhed^ the 
fire, which had fallen from heaven on the 
facrifice of Abel *. This chafte inftitution 
is reported to have arifen in the ninety^ 
ninth year of the world. An advocate for 

* St. Romuald Abrcge du Trefor Chronologique/ 

the 
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the exiftcncc of antediluvian charity may 
appeal Co an evidence of refpeftable autho- 
rity,, tx) no fefs a perfonage than the pro- 
phet Enoch, the fevenrii in a dire&'Une 
fixMn Adam, In certain fragments, ftifl 
pnefenred, of this moft early writer, we are 
told^ tiiEC fome women, in the age of this 
iflgeoious patriarch, had devoted them-- 
felves to a life of virgimty : but it is pro- 
per to add, that although the compofition 
of j^noch is mentioned in the Epiftle of St. 
Jude, the awdienticity of thefe fragments 
has been forcibly called in queftion, and, 
^loughv quoted and defended by fome of 
the fathers, yet mofl: modern authors of 
eminence, and particularly the learned Sir 
Walter Rawleigh, in the firft book of his 
Hiftory of the World, feem inclined to 
confider them as a fi£li6n. 

The very concife narration which Mofes 
has. given us of events before the flood, has 
tempted the fenciftil rabbies of che Jews, 
nnd other writers on facred hiftory, to amufe 
li^m(tlyc$ with the compofition of various 

antediluviaa 
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antediluvian romances: among the nioft 
rennarkable and amufing of thefe, we may 
reckon the fable of an amorous connexion 
between the apoftate angels and the daugh- 
ters of men j a fable fo fafcinating to a 
lively imagination, that our divine poet has 
introduced it, in the moft ferious manner, 
as a part of Satan's anfwer to, Belial> in the ' 
ad book of Paradife Regained. 

Before the floods tbou^ with thy lufty crew^ 
Falfe titled Sons of God^ roaming the earthy 
Caji wanton eyes on the daughters ofmen^ 

Ver. 179, &c. 

We may obferve alfo, that in his greater 
poem, this fublimeft of bards alludes more 
than once to this illicit commerce 

Betwixt th* angelical and human kind. 

As the idea was founded on a mifconftruc^ 
tion of the following paffage in the fixth 
chapter of Genefis, "The fons of God faw 
" the daughters of men, that they were feir. 
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** and they took them wives of all which 
*^ they chofe/' this ftrange ftory has 
been ibmetimes an objedt of the moil fe- 
rious credit ; and a very learned modem 
divine * has annexed, to his elaborate Hif- 
tory of the Patriarchs, a diflertation to prove, 
from fcripture, from reafon, and from the 
nature of angels, that thefe asthcrial fpirits, 
whatever fhape they might affume, we^c 
utterly incapable of begetting children. 

If we might venture to confider this fa- 
ble as genuine hiftory, we might certainly 
draw from it a very ftrong argument 
againft the exiftence of antediluvian Old 
Maids ; for, if the evil fpirits were per- 
mitted to exercife fuch power over the fe- 
males of the infant world, what fair indi- 
vidual could be fuppofed to have preferved 
her chaftity, when both men and demons 
were perfonally engaged in its deftruftion ? 

But, rejefting this fabulous interference 
ef thefe licentious angels, and adhering to 
the more juft interpretation of the Mofaie 
• Heidegger. 

hiftory. 
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faiftory^ let as now exaxntnc what wc naajr 
fairly conclude on the point in qucftion. 
The family of Scth are reprefented as. or- 
derly and devout ; btit, as the ftate of the 
world fecmed to require a hafty incrcafc of 
its inhabitants, it is not probable that any 
female, even in that fober race, Ihould have 
proved {6 imreafcnabk as to decline con- 
curring in the important work of peopHng 
the wide wildemcfs of the earth. If any 
peculiar fanftity or felf-denial may be fiip- 
pofed to have exifted, for a fhort time,, 
among this more innocent divifion of the 
human race, it was foon overpowered by 
the inftuence of the moft Hccsncious ex- 
amples. The purity of the Sethices was 
corrupted by the temptations they found' 
among the chydren of Cain ; and the ftate 
of female manners at this period is very 
forcibly defcribed in the following lines of 
Milton: 

For that fair femdt troop thou Jaw*fty th(U 

Jeemd 
Of GoddeJJes Jo blitheyjofmoothyfo gay, 

ra 
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J?>/ empty of aU good, wherein cmfifts 

Womaris domefiic honour and chief praifei 

Bred mly and completed to the tafie ' 

Ofbdftful appetence^ tofing, to dance^ 

3^0 drefsy and troll the tongue , and roll the tg/t j 

To the/e thatjober race ^ men y wbefe Uva 

Religious titled them the Jons of God^ 

SbaS yield up all their virtue, all their f^te. 

Ignobly y to the trains and to the /miles 

Of thifefair atheifts, and nowjwim in jey^ ^ 

lEsre long to Jwim at large i and laughs for 

which 
^e world, ere longi a world of tears mn/l 

weep. 
Paradife Loft, Book xL ver. 6i4# 

Thefe verfes, compared with the former 
potation from Paradife R^gaine^ affbfd 9 
ftriking proof how ingenioufly the great 
pc>et adopted the moft oppofite intcrprcta-- 
tions of fcripture, as they happened to fuk 
hi^ poetical purpofes. 

I cannot help remarking, that although 

fome lines in the paflage juft quoted arc 

4 fuprcmely 
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fupremely beautiful, yet, in the clofe of if> 
both the genius and the juftice of this in- 
comparable poet appear to have deferted 
him : the ^puerility of expreffion in the two 
laft lines is particularly unhappy ; and the* 
aflertion, that female wantmnejs was the 
chief caufe of the deluge, appears rather 
uncandid and cruel. Let us, however, apo- 
logife for- the nobleft of bards, on this oc- 
cafion, by obferving, that he was probably 
uiifled by his reverence for a learned and 
holy charafter, as his delcription feems to 
be borrowed from the annals of Eutychius, 
the patriarch of Alexandria, 

Though I cannot fubfcribe to this feve- 
rity on the firft female inhabitants of the 
'world, yet, after what I have alledged, I 
may venture, I think, to terminate this 
chapter, by aflerting, that from every thing 
which a diligent enquiry can collc6t on this 
very deep and delicate queftion, we have 
the ftrongeft reafon to fuppofe, there never 
exifted fuch a being as an antediluvian Old 
Maid. 

Into 
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Intx> what blind and unjuft conjeftures 
Ij &re we poor mortals betrayed, when we at- 
f tenapt to eftimate the conftitution and cha-* 
rafter of our remote predeceflbrs ! — I had 
juft clofcd the preceding* Ipeculation againft 
the exiftence of an antediluvian Old Maid, 
when I was agreeably furprifed by the ar-* 
rival of a packet from ^ learned friend, 
who had promifed to coiled; for me, in. 
his travels over Europe and Afia, every 
icrap of antiquity that could afford me any^ 
light in my maiden refearches* Although, 
the favour which I have now received from 
him abuftdandy proves, that I was grofsly. 
miftaken in my conjeftural account of an- 
tediluvian virginity, I Ihall fuffer what I 
had written to ftand, as a warning to future 
antiquarians^ not to indulge themfdvcs in 
fuch hafly decifions* 

I cannot more flrongly exprefi my zeal 
for the fifterhood, than by prefenting to 
them, with a fincere delight, this very 
choice morfel of antediluvian hiftory, which 
deftroys my hypothefis, and by thus af- 
Vol. II. C ferdng 
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ftrting their primaeval honour, at the ex- 
pence of my own hiftorieal fag»city. — 
My friend, the learned traveller, writes me 
word fiom Spain, which he is now vifitmg 
on his return, diat as ibon as he reaches 
England, he fliidl corred for the prefs a 
journal of his tour j that in a fopplemcnt 
^ his travels, he intends to infert fome 
other ancient trafts, which he has fortu- 
nately refcued from oblivion i that he will 
diere recount the incidents which led to 
their difcovery, and dearly proye that the 
fragment, with which he has favoured me, 
muift have proceeded from the pen of 
Enoch himfdf. He affiires me, that he 
has fent a moft f^thful tranfladon ; and 
diat he can demonffarate, by unalterable 
arguments, that rfiis - fragment was con- 
tained among thofe very writings of Enoch 
which die pious Tertullian dedared he 
had pcrufed, and from which tht celebrated 
Pdltellus confeffed he had borrowed veiy 
fredy, in his daborate treatise on die or^in 
of things. 

But 
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>9ut I Ihall wave all &rther prefacCj that 
I may no longer detain the* r<^er from a 
precious and interefting nioral tale of the 
moft eminent authw that exiiited before the 
deluge. 

5^ And among the ninety and three 
^' daughters of Enochs there was none like 
^^ * Kunaza : flie was beaudful^ but de- 
f f ^pifed her beauty ; fhe was nimble as the 
^* deer, yet delighted not in the dance. 

,^^She looked with pity on thoie who 
*' trufted in the fleeting pleafiires of the 
«eardi. 

^^ She law that tove was poiibned with 
^Ijealoufy^ and that marriage was embit* 
« tered by ftrifc. 

• Note by thi Epitor. 
' I am inclined to fuppore, that the name of this in* 
terefting perfonage, KuiUiza> has been mif-Q>eIt> in the 
haifle of tranlcription» and diat ^t ought to be writtan 
Kitnasa, which fignifies, in ^e Arabic .language, to 
dtf^t as a treafiin; a fignification AaX the word 
ought naturally acquire, from the fingular hiftory of 
the maiden» whofe hame it originally wsu^-as we aft 
the verb u ig^^, from the old Tfcga^ lleyo. ' 

C a '* Her 
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" Her foul was enamofured of heavenly 
** contemplation, arid fhe faid to her father, 
" O my father, permit me to live and to 
^' die a virgin ! Conduft me through life by 
*^ the light of thy Ipirit, and teach me to 
*^ walk with thee in the way of our Cre- 
" ator ! 

," And her father rejoiced iri the purity 
^ of his child i but the kindred of Kunaza 
" held her continence in derifion. 

^' They faid to her. There is no plant 
" that beareth not feed, and no creature 
^* that doth not produce young : 

" Thou wilt be the only fruitlefs thing 
" upon the face of the earth j and when 
"thou departeft, there will be none to la- 
*' ment theq. 

" But Kunaza difregarded their fco£Fs ; 
^ •* and in the two hundred and ninety-firft 
" year of her age, Ihe rejefted the laft offer 
*' that was made to her of marriage. 

" Now it happened at this time, that the 
" angels appointed to watch the earth for- 
** gotthcir.duty: 
..!. «^They 
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*' They few that women were beautiful j 
" and they burned with impure defires for 
** the daughters of men : 

" They profpered in their career of un- 
" cleanbefs : they made the earth a fcene 
*' of abomination : 

** They begot a muldtiide of giants j 
" and diey boafted of their enormities, 

" For Seraiexas, the' prince of the licen- 
" tlous angels, commanded twenty of their 
*^ chiefs to appear before him ; 

^' And they bound ' themfelves by an 
^* oath to affemble together <m the ninth 
*' night of every new ye^r, aAd to recount, 
" in order, the feats of their impurity. 

*• And they affembled on the fummit of 
*^ a mountain^ which .wa,3 called Hermo- 
** niiiii, or th^, Mountaia of the Oath. 

" Byt the mpon hid her head, and the 
. " ftars refufcd to witpds the vaunts of 
** their uncleannefs. 

^* And they rejoiced in the darknefs 
^^ which their difcourfe engendered, becaufc 
*^ their deeds had beep* evil. 

C 3 '' And 
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** And Semiexas^ their prince, firft re* 
¥ latcd the evil which he had done : 

" And Atarkuph related the evil which 
** he had done: 

'^ And Arakiel related the evil wl^ich he 
« had done: 

^^ And Chababiel related the evil which 
«* he had done : 

^* And Sapfick related the evil which he 
*' had done. 

** And of the twenty impure %irits» oiie 
^ only continued fdent, and the fiknt one 
** was Pharmarus. 

^^ And tKeir prince Semiexas was ofiend* 
'^ ed by his filence, and commanded him 
** to fpeak. 

"And Pharmarus looked up with a 
*' look of indignant derifion, and he iaid : 

«* Ye are Ipirits of low aml^tion s ye are 
** contei^ed with the Ihadbw of vidlbry, 
" where there is no refiftance. 

« But I rqoice to contend with rduc- 
'* tant caprice : I delight to triumph over 
^ the coy maiden, over the maiden of much 
<' delay, and of masy excufes. 

a ••And 
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*^Aftd as he fpake> there arofe from 
<^ the aflembly of angek a noify burft of 
^' infurmountable laughter. 

'^ The mountain was fbaken to its bale 
'^ by the ihout of their derifion. 

''And Semiexas their prince exclaimed: 
^ O Pharmarus^ inventor of magic ! O 
*' thou dealer in dark things ! Is there 
'< verily fuch a maiden i^n the face of die 
''earth? 

** And Pharmanis anfwered, and faid : O 
" thou prince of the impaflioned angeis^ I 
" wonder not that thou art flow to believe 
"me: 

" For thou haft met widi no female^ that 
" could rcfift thy pcrfcdtion* The beauty 
" of woman has yielded unto thee^ as the 
" foft air yieldeth to the imperious iiri^g^f 
" the eagle. 

" But attend, and I will impart to you 
" the wonderful things I have difcovered 
" among the daughters of men. 

" As we o^rfelVcs have pahted fbr the 
" p^eafures of eitrtfa, as We have burnt ftr 
" the enjoyments of corporeal exiftence j 

C4 "So 
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*^ So has woman alfo had the ambition to 
. *^ exchange her nature, and to cloath her- 
« felf in the perfeftion of fpirit- 

*^ I fought the embraces of Kunaza>'the 
*^ maiden daughter of Enoch ; but though 
• ^' the prime of her youth is departed/ fhe 
'^* difddinfulljr^turned frbmmy intreaty. 

«' Shfe has .renounced the delights of her 

' ^' nature 5 Ihe has determined to give her 

*' virginity to the grave. Yet in time fhe 

' ** -fhali accede to my wiflies ; for I have 

" ffudied the weaknefles of woman. 

*^'Hfer principal Weakneflfes are four; 
** and I will make an experiment on the ih- 
*''fluence ofeiach. 

** I will awaken her pride ; and that 
"' alone may tempt her to unite with Phar- 
'*' marus. ' / 

*' I will excite her avarice ; and fhe may 
" then be eager to give her beauty in'ex;- 
« change for the glittering fpoils of the 
*' earth. . 

*M will flimulate herdefire; and her 
^^ powers of rcfiflance will melt away. 

^' I wiU 
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*' I will inflame her curiofity ; and what 
*' is there, which the maiden who thirfts for 
** a iecret, will not give to obtain it ? 

*^ I fwear, by the fubdety of the ferpent, 
*' file fhall not efeape from my paflion. 

^* I will triumph over the coy perverfity 
'* of the virgin, or I will fhake this round 
" earth to its centre, 

• *' And the prince Semiexas anfwered, and 
*' faid ; Well haft thou fpoken, Pharmarus, 
" tht>u inventor of magic! thy fpeech is 
" worthy o( thyielf^ thou dealer in occult 
" machinations ! ^ 

*^ Go ! and profper in thy devices ! and 
^^ when we next affemble, divert- us widi 
"the relation of thy fuccefs. 

*' He fpoke; he diflblved the aflemblyj 
" and Pharmarus departed from his fel- 
*' lows. 

" He departed to employ himfelf alone 
" in the evil, of which he intended to 
*' vaunt in their next meeting ; but he was 
** doomed to ftieet them no more. 

^' And now he pondered in folitude on 

** various 
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*' variom wiles : he exerted all the fubdetjr 
*' of his fpirit to circumvent the virgin. 

" He approached her under the guifc of 
"a friend; he became familiar widi the 
** maiden in the fhape of an inftruftor. 

'^ She liilened with avidity to his know- 
^* ledge; her underftanding feafted on the 
•* wonders he revealed : and it happened 
^^ on a certain day, while he converied with 
*' her on the art of divination, dut Phar- 
•' marus fuddeniy excldmed : 

" O, Kunaaa, thou art yet to learn, that 
'* on this day thy fifter Kezia has brgught 
'* a young Anack (or giant) into the 
*^ world. 

" The wonders of nature are worth the 
*' attention of die wife : let us haften to the 
"tent of thy fifter; let us exanrrinc how 
'* Ihe has improved, by her travail, the litde 
" rtce of the earth. 

** And Kunaza arofe with Pharmarus, 
** and (he haftened to the tent of her fifter : 

" And behold all diings had happened 
*^ as Pharmarus had foretold to Kunaza« 

« For 
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*' For Kezia, die fcvcnticdi daughter of 
^' Enochs had conceived by Scihiexas, the 
'^ prince of the licentious angels. She had 
^^ brought hini a male child; and diis wa& 
** the firft Anack that was born upon the 
^* earth. 

^'And Kunaza beheld the infant, and 
^^ ihe was aftonifhed in furveying its ftati^e* 

*' She embraced the babe with am^ze* 
'^ ment^ and (he delijghted in the magnitude 
*' of its limbs I 

'* And jDbe delivered the babe t6 its iho- 
"thcr.Kezia, and (he obferved the jproud 
•' tranfport of the mddier, in contemplating 
^ die dimenfions of the child. 

^' And the firft temptation of P)Ka!rmarus 
" began to work in the bofom of Kpnflfza 1 
" and her heart faid in feeret to itfdf. How 
'* plcafant a thing it muft be, to look with 
" the ieyes of a mother on the fmiling face of 
** a young giant ! 

" And Pharmarus read all her inmoft 
" dioughts J he exulted, and burned to be 
** alone with the virgin. 

'' And 
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^ And he prievailed on Kunaza to walk 
*' abroad from the tent of her fifter, that he 
*^ might fhcw her fome latent wonders of 
^^ the creation. 

" And as he walked by the fide of the 
" maiden, he ftrove to fan the riling wifh 
*' ihe had felt, to experience the proud dc- 
^* lights of a parent. 

" But the mind of the maiden had ar- 
^' gued with itfelf ; . and thcfe were the die- 
" tates of her mind: 

^' Q Kunaza, make ufe of thy reafi^n I 
« and refxft the. temptation of pride, which 
^^ is founded upon folly ! ; . ' 

" Of the ninety and three daughters of 
*' thy father, there is not one who may not 
" bring forth a young Anack. 

*^ Couldft, thou be proud of what the 
*^ moft foolifli of thy Tex may accompliih? 
** of a work in which fools may excel ? 

** O Kunaza, if thou wert deftined by thy 
*' nature to feel the weaknefs of pride, let 
*' thy pride at lead be confined to a venial 
** exultation in the excellence of thy fpirit ! 

" An4 
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** And Pharmarus read thefe unuttered 
** words in her foul j and he faw that (he 
** would not fall by the influence of pride. 

*' And he now laboured to tempt her 
" with trealures, and to bribe her into 
** compliance with his dcfire. 

" He offered her a m^tal, whole po- 
" liflied fplendor Ihould emulate the fun ; 
*' and a ftone, whofe luftre fhould contend 
** with- the brilliancy of her' eyes. 

" He exclaimed, O Kunaza, give thyfelf 
" to Pharmarus, and he will make thee to 
** be called the richeft among women. 

*' But the lubtle angel could not r aife for 
** a moment the bafe pafllon of avarice in 
*^ the noble heart of Kunaza. 

*'-The maiden anfwered, and faid. The 
*' true wealth- of a woman is peace of fpirit, 
** and her brighteft ornaments are modefty 
" and meekncfs. : 

" And Pharmarus marvelled at her dif- 
** cretion 5 and he was inwardly vexed with 
" a great vexation. 

** But he fupprefled the murmur of dif- 

•* appointment, 

3 
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^f appointment, and haftily engaged in neir 
'' ilrat^ems ag^iiift the maiden. 

*'An4 as hp ftill walked in conyerfe 
*^ with Kunaza, he ftoppeid Ipeneatji the in- 
*^ vitirig ihade pjTa majeftic palm. 

** And he faid. Thou intelfeent maiden, 
^' who delighteft in jthe hjftpry of th? earth, 
" attend* and I will infltrofit thee in niyfte* 
•' rious wonders, tbjit f c^tc (o .this trep. 

"But obijbjryje its goodly growth 5 and 
^'ojbferve the happy creature^ thap Iport 
«' within the ample fpacc of its long-ex-^ 
*' tended fhadow I 

**And ^ipa;2a fuiyjfyed • tjic tree; flic 
" faw that it was fupreme in beauty. 

" The ground beneath it was flowery, and 
** fragant as Paf adife : the moft tender and 
•' lovely animals of the creat^n were af* 
" iembled in its fliade, and every animal 
*' was happy with its mate. 

" O Kunaza, faid the falfe and artful 
" Pharmarus, 1 will now tell thee the blet 
** fings that belong to this Ipot. 

" Thou bchpldeft the*fii:ft nuptial cotich 

'*of 
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«» of diy parents ; it was here that Eve firft 
" reclined, when the envy of the guardian 
•* ipirits had expelled her from Eden. 

*' It was here that flie became firft ac- 
^ quainted with connubial endearment; and 
'* felt herfelf repaid for the paradifc (he had 
•Moft. 

*^ And the angel of union gave a blefT- 
*' ing to the tree, under which the firft mo- 
. '^ dicr reclined : 

'« He bleflfed the tree, arid all the ground 
'^ that extendeth under the fhadow thereof* 

«^ He Ueffed all the creatures that fport 
'^ around it : he ordained that every daugh- 
'* ter of woman, who reclines beneath its 
'* fliade^ Ihall experience unutterable joy, 
•• beyond the common joy of her fcx. 

*^ But this blefling has been long for- 
*' gotten by the heedl^s ofispring of man : 
** it is a joyous fecret referved for me to 
** impart to my beloved. 

^' So Q)ake the fubtle Pharmarus; and as 
" he.ipake, he infofed into die wondermg 
^ virgin the thrilling Same of dcfire« 

^Thi 
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" The bofam of Kunaza began to heave, 
** and her breath on a fudden grew fhort. 

" And Pharmarus exulted in his fubdety, 
** and wa^ preparing to complete his 
** triumph. 

" And a piercing cry was heard from 
" afar ; and Kunaza ftarted up at the 
*• found. 

" She liftened, and the cry redoubled ; 
*' and Kunaza exclaimed. As fure . as we 
^ have life, it is the cry of a woman in 
*^ travail ! *" 

*' And fixe heard the found a third time ; 
** and flie faid. Verily it is the expreffion of 
*^ that pain, which was inflifted upon wo- 
*^ man for liftening to a fubdc tempter : 

" It is a warning to the weak Kunaza. 
*^ I thank thee, my good angel t I feel that 
** thou haft faved me from the fubtlety of 
•' Pharmarus. 

" And as the virgin Ipoke, flic fprung 
^* forward, and haftened towards the place 
" from whence the cry had proceeded- 

** And Pharniarus began to purfue her $ 

'' but 
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^ but he Hopped in his purfuit, tod re-* 
'* flefted, that die influence of hi$ temp* 
" tation was vanilhed from her frame, 

*' He roamed in difcontent about the 
*' earths and employed himfelf in darker 
" devices to enfnare the maiden. . 

" And he fent curious gifts, which lie 
" had colleded from the extremities of the 
** earth, to entice the virgin again from 
** the tent of her father* 

*^ He promifed to entertain her. with all 
*' the latent wonders of the creation ; and 
*' he drew her by magical illufion into the 
** inmoft recefles of a gloomy grove. . 

" He appeared to her in all his felfc 
" grandeur, as the prince of magic, whom 
*' the elements obey as their lord, and to 
'^^ whom light and darknefs are one : 

" Whofe word can render what ^ifteth 
^Mnvifible, and make the thing which is 
" not, appear as the things which is* 

" And Kunaza marvelled at his powers ; 
*^ aiid he took her by the hand, and faidj 

"O duou maiden of angelical Vpirit! 
Vo;.. IL D '' who 
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'* who haft a paflion t6 dive into the fflyf^ 
" tef ies of the onivcrle, 

" Liften to trie ! Give me thy 4ove> and 
*' I will fin thy capacious mind with that 
** ri>yfterious knowledge for "which thy heart 
" panteth ! 

'*Thou haftttpbraiidcd'me, thaf I feek 
" to deceive thee j and thou haft mentioned 
« the example of thy parent Eve : 

*' But I will fliew thee thou deceiveft 
" thyfelfi if thou haft courage to Icafn the 
** feal truth from the dead. 

" Tell ifte, thdu moft angelk ztn6hg the 
" daughters of men, ftiall I let the appari- 
" tioh of thy fitft parent before thee? Shall 
^'I call tip the departed Eve from thfe 
^^ ^rave, to t^ll thee What it tpuly bccorrieth 
" all her daughter^ to'do ? 

« And 'ICCinaza pondered, and faid^ Vdrily 
*^ it Would pleafe me to fee and hear the de- 
** parted fpirit «f the firft woman. 

** Ahd f^harrftarus exulted, arid faid. My 
<*foul ddights b thy fdlowfiiip^ O thou 
^* moft tnagitaflimous ' of iftortals ! 

"Arid 
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*' Jbsdh^^Qxixck the t^rfch wirfi life foot : 

« Frt>m the opeirii^ ihaeof A<»e liS^od 
^' ft dutik imoke, and a&er the finokc;, there 
^* ardfe.a venerdiile phantfiuni 

^f And 4$he {>haat6m Jbad the vi^e ef 
*' Eve i and it bowed the head and QMJsie : 

^^©cceive hot thyfetf>iwth falfe pride, 
*6 TOy daiaghteri Let ^iwr ?yam tikee 
*^ n(^ ito ifvje and 6ic in a JboUfii ugoorwoe 
*^ of deists, i/viiich .thy firacne Jiiis Jb^oi 
^* 'Afhiooed'to enjoy i 

^ Siidji iwcre (Ae moxtis ofthc phaotdv^s 
*'«nd^ it .waited not for iqoly^ bwt fwik. 
** again into the eairtb. 

/ " And die face of Kunaza w^ cov«ed 
{ ^'^^ tGcuiufionj andihe *fts nJropft a-. 
'' fluttned thiatihe was yet a virgicu 

"And Pharmarus read her mop& 
^^ thoughts, and exul^d : 

**He faw that ids illufions b<?»m tppre- 
*'vail over her fenfes; and;fcf continued 
*^ to tempt her Jftill .ferthcr. 

D2 '^Hc 
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** He pf cfled her trembling hand, ancf 
*' he exclainnedi Thou alone art worthy 
*^ amongft women to participate in the 
" deep difcoveries of my Ipirit. 

** O blefs me with thy beauty, Kunaza 1 
*' and I will enrich thee with a wonderous 
" power, which no mortal but thyfelf fliall 
" poffels. 

" I will enable thee to elude the ravage 
*' of time J and, when feven centuries have 
*' rolled over thy head, to appear ftill as' 
*^ lovely as thou art in this moment. 

" I will teach thee to make thyfelf in vi- 
" fible widi the rapidity of thought, and, 
'* by paffing unfeen at thy pleafure, to pc- 
** netrate every fecret thou canft wifli to 
**difcover. 

' " Thus (pake the infidious Pharmarus j 
*' and the curiofity of the maiden was in* 
** flamed t 

"There were many things that flit 
'* panted to know, and in her heart flie co- 
*^'Veted fupcrnatural power, 

" And Pharn)arus faw that his tempta* 

« tion 
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*« tion had entered into her' foul ; and he 
'' exulted in the fuccefs of his devices. 

**Hc continued to folicit the maiden; 
'* and her bofom was coi^vulfed with a 
" doubtful conflift. 

** Her cheek became red as the crimlbn 
" rofe 5 but flie threw back her head upon 
« her fhoulder, to avoid the flaming eyes 
^ of Pharmarus. 

« And as the pine bendeth beneath the 
*' pafling wind, fo was the reafon of Kunaza 
" bowed down by the fudden guft of dc- 

«fire. 

^ She trembled in the ftruggle of paf- 
« fions ; but her virtuous fpirit arofe with 
^ new vigour, as the tree arifeth from a tran- 
♦* fient prelTure, and points direaiy to the 
*« heaven, by whofe influence it profpers. ^ 

« And the foul of the maiden now com- 
<' muned with itfelf, and faid : 

« O Kunaza, fupprefs the evil ambition 
«* that fubdety is kindling in thy bofom. 

" Pharmarus may enable thee indeed to 

^' plude every mortal eye ; but from the 

D 3 " %^^ 
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^« fi^t of God and his angels, there is mme\ 
** who can teach thee to eicatpe. 

" Then wilh not to purchafe fuperna- 
/* tural power by the facrifice of a greater 
*' good ; by lofing the ineftimaUe peace of 
^^ ah iimoeent fpirit. 

^ Ahd while her foul was ^us coaimun- 
** ing with kfdf> every evil defife departed 
•* from the purified heart of the virion. 

'^ She turned her face to Pharmarus : 
^ ihe looked on hinn with a look of difdain^ 
<< and iaid : 

" Away from me, thou unworthy ipirit I 
<* The foul of Kunaza is impowered to ab-. 
«^hor and deride thy infidjoua luachina- 
^* tions. 

<* Thou feckefk to rob me of a trcafure^ 
^* which if I fhould weakly fuflfer thee to 
«« take, all the potent ipells of Ay magic 
" can never reftore it to the repenunt 
*' mourner. 

^'And the fren2y of rage and difap^ 
^ *« pointment began to fwcU ia the foul of 
^^ Pharmarus^ 



I 
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'* Hf caft a furious glance upon the idr- 
'^ gVV and faid : 

" By the powers of darknefsj thou art as 
^* {{jibih as ;he fcrpent himfelf. Had thy 
'' parent Ero been poffeffed of thy cun-. 
" ning, (he had made the prince of temp* 
'* ters, a foioL 

** But I fw^ar, by the flanges that bura 
"within me, thou Ihalt not efcape frpm 
** my ^i^bifaw: I wiU make thee the proud 
'* ineiher of ^ yoyng giant. 

*' And he grai^d the yvr&n yfith the 
** vehement gralp pf outrageous defire : and 
^ - Ihe fhrieked aloud in the agonies of 
*'terrqr. 

" And at ?be found of her ftirick, the 
** *ngel Qah(riei ajighted upon the earth : 
" Pha^rni^rus faw hw^ and was abaihed for 
" a mqmen^ 

** Then all his evil paffions rekindled 
** with double fury -, and he prepared to 
" contend with Qabriel for the poffciTion 
"pf Kuna?^. 

" Byt his powers of refiftance were wi- 
D4 ,diered 
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*^ thered by the glance of rebuke that 
" flaflxed from the radiant vifage of the pro- 
" tcfting fpirit. 

*^ And Gabriel feized him with the arm 
" of juftice and power; and exclaimed with 
** mild dignity to the maiden : 

*\ O Kunaza ! thou haft fought a good 
« fight J and all the faithful fpiriu ' of 
** heaven are thy friends. 

" Know that, the feraph. Uriel and I ar^ 
** fent from the throne of God to punifh the 
** falfe and licentious angels, who have dc- 
*' bafed their nature with the impurities of 
" the earthjj . 

*^ And in hoooujf of thy virtue, it is or- 
*' dained by thy Maker, Kunaza, that thy 
** enemy, Pharnaarus, fhall fall the firft 
*' viftim to the juft vengeance of heaven. 

** Open, earth ! and imprifoh in thy ca- 
** verns the treacherous guardian, who has 
*' attempted to violate tlie pur^ft of. thy 
^^ daughters ! 

♦^ The earth opened to her centre, at the 

*^ commanc^ 
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*' command of the avenging angel, and 
** there, with a chain of penal fire, ♦ * ♦ " 

It is with great concern I inform my 
reader, that this invaluable fragment does 
not extend beyond the preceding imperfeft 
fcntence, I am perfuaded, that every per- 
fon of feeling, every true friend to virginity, 
muft lament, that we are not made fully ac- 
quainted with the final deftiny of the inter- 
cfting Kunaza. We may, however, fafcly 
affirm, that after fhe had refifted fo fucceff-. 
folly all the bafe machinations and power of 
the prince of magic, fhe could never fall by 
the ftrength or artifice of man, I truft, 
therefore, that her name and charafter will 
now obtain the honour they deferve, from all 
the nations of the modern world i and that 
the fiflerhood, in particular, will never fail 
to revere her, as the origmal prefidcnt of 
Old Maids, 
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C H A ?• IIL 

IN the iirft ccnturtea ^fior t^te ^Ixig/h it 
feems ID have baea the wih qf Pf^ry 
individual to afHil in the gresit biliinel^ Qf 
r&pcexpling the deibhted world- A( ^ UIPQ 
when a niimeraus progeny waa oo^^K^f r€4 
gs^ real opulence, and a peculiar msgrk of 
the divine, ^vour^ it is not probable that 
any female (hould have willingly precluded 
berfelf from the moft envied diftinftiiont 
Indeed> the Hebrew women appear to have 
been aftuated by the xx\o& lively defire of 
imcreafing the number of their refpe^live 
femilies, Children were regarded as ftich 
9 treafure, that fcyeral wives of the patri- 
archs, whom nature Jjad difappointed in 
|h!s expeftation, very chearfully correfted 

the 
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t6e iinkindnefs of their own conftitution« 
by prefenting a handmaid to their hufi. 
bands. Among all the Mo^ inftitutions, 
there is no trace of any order of men or 
Women devoted to a fingle lifei and) 
diot^h fome of the fathers, who have ftu* 
died, in dieir writings, to raife the honour 
of nicrnafbic virginity, have afiefted to de« 
rive it fifom Miriam the fiftcr of Mofes, by 
afierting that Ihe died a virgin, at the age 
of an hundred and thirty-three years, it is 
faid with more probability, that this mufica] 
fitter of .the Jewifh legiflator was herfelf 
married to Hur, a man of eminence in the 
tribe of Judah. St. Jerome, whofe zeal 
for chaftity has fometimes tranfported him 
beyond the limits of fober reafon, cKprefle$ 
an inclination to believe, that feveral wo-r 
men, before the Chriftian aera, received the 
0& of prophecy from God, as a reward for 
their leading a life of virginity : — but it is re- 
markable, that the celebrated Hebrew pro- 
phetef&s were married women. Peborah. 
was ^ wife of Lapidoth -, and Huldah, 

whoi^ 
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wjbofe prophecy is recorded in the nod 
diapter of the fecond book of Kings, is not 
only mentioned as the wife of ShaJlum, but 
is faid to have dwelt in the college of Je- 
lulalem ; a fufficient proof that virginity 
was not required in thofe females, who 
made a part of that hallowed inftitution. 
The heroine as well as the prophetcls might* 
contribute t6 the glory of her nation, with-, 
fwit any claim to this chafte perfedion, 
Jad, who is celebrated in a fong of triumph. 
for the flaughter of Sifera, was the wife of 
Heber the Kenite^ and the more noble 
Judith, immortalifed for delivering her 
country, by the deftrudtion of Holpfernes, 
was, at the time of her exploit, a young wi- 
dow. Throughout the hiftory of the Jews^ 
.from their father Abraham to their utter 
diiperfion, I cannot recoiled the exiftencc 
of any one diftinguijQied Old Maid; nor is 
it probable, that many ancient virgins were 
ever to be difcovered, in a nation where 
every man was at liberty to marry as rpany 
wives as he thought himfelf able to fup- 

porti 
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port ; and where the wifeft of their princes 
was (b weak as to encumber himfelf with a 
4omeftic eftablifhment of nniany hundred 
concubines. 

As the Egyptians were diftinguiflicd by 
a melancholy caft of temper, and a pafljoa 
for gloomy retirement, we might be led to 
imagine, that the women of that country 
were the firft who devoted themfelvcs to 
the mortifications of religious celibacy 5 but 
there is a remarka,ble affertion in ^Hero- 
dotus, which leems to precliide us from 
fuch a conjecture. In Ipeakmg of ^gypt| 
he exprefsly fays, "* no woman is ever 
*^ confecrated to any Divinity, male or fe- 
" male, the holy oflBce belonging folely to 
*' meni'* yet the fame great hiftorian in- 
forms us, that women adbed a principal 
part in the hallowed myfteries of this ardul 
people i not, indeed, as we may fairly con- 
jedture, for the purpofes of chaftity, as he 

edit. Wcffel. 
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fays^ tiiat in the temple of the ^^Igyptkn 
Jupiter at Thebes^ as in that of Belus m 
feabfloB, A virgin was fecluded for the 
God> and fuppofed to fleep with ihc Divinig^ 
kimfelfi in a magnificent bed prepared for 
that purpofe, in the higheft apartment of 
the building* From this i^wemony, and 
Irom other drcumftances, we may^c^n-- 
thide, that ^gypt was not very fertile in 
ttie produdbion of Old Maids. Parents of 
the poorer fert fold their female children td 
procure ftibfiftence fer themfelves j and we 
cannot reafonably fuppofe, 'that many an- 
cient vri^ifts exifted in &ch a CQUhtpy^ 
Where twb of ics fovcreigns, ^Q^t^g to 
Ac hJftorian I have quoted, prdtitutcd 
their own daubers in the moiO: public 
fnianneri the firft, to fupply 'his eadiatffted 
treaftiryi and- the fecond, to detedt a v&f 
artful thief*. 

If we muft not -expeft to find aft Old 
Maid in -SIgypt, we have ftill lefs chance of 

* See the amufing ftory of fthampfinhas ai^ his 
daughter, in the fecond book of Herodotus. 

meeting 
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meeting t^itJi tihis rathy tmdtig the fiabjN 
toniaflis. iThis ingeniotis people had dc- 
vifed a very happy expedient, ^hidh is 
highly approved hy Mtfrodotus, to prtvenc 
tiheSr tirorhen's being expofed to the moiti-* 
flcadons 6{ a fingle life, by the Want of per- 
ibnal attraiftions. It was 'their annual ctffr 
totii to produce all their Virgins, who had 
attained 'the <nai<riageah9e age, in a kind cif 
public auftion; the 'ttldft beatitifiil weite 
fold ^6r confiderable Turns, and ihis ptir* 
chafe hioney was diftrrbuted in ffadh a mdn^ 
h^, aiflong the homely danrfcls, as to -prtN 
cure fercach of them a Wfbahd. Such ^ 
civil *iliflitdtioh is in itfclf ahnbft fuflficiertt 
to liavc -prevented thfe 'feidftcnce df «to KDH 
Maid amdng them- 

In ^Phceriicia, where Viiiiis iihd Addnk 
'^'tereparticiularly worfhipped,'the commerce 
^twfeen the'fexes was eitrcfnely liceritiouft. 
We may, indeed, obferve, that among fcvc- 
tal nations of antiquity, the facrificc of fe- 
Jnalc chaftity was confidercd as a religious 
^uty. Perfons of the h^heft rank adojqg 
2 die 
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the Armenians, as we are told by Strabdj 
devoted their virgin daughters to the un-- 
chafte goddcfs Anaitis *. 

The pagan mythology was calculated to 
promote the moft corrupt ftate of manners j 
and in fome of the voluptuous nations of 
antiquity, the virtue of continence feems ta 
have been utterly unknown. In Lydia, fays 
Herodotus, every girl plays the harlot. — 
Yet, in the luxurious region of Afia, fome 
religious inftitutions were eftablifhed for the 
proteftion of chaftity. The famous temple 
of Diana, at Ephefus, had a train of holy 
virgins j and, for their perfeft fecurity, the 
priefts, to whofe guardianlhip they were en- 
trufted, were all eunuchs. Yet we cannot 
venture to affirm, that this landtuary pro- 
duced a number of Old Maids s for it is 
probable, that thefe young votaries of 
Diana, like the Veftals of Rome, whofe 

^aa^ct m Of^> /aita ravra h^oc^oLh fix^e; y»yLQ9 * ooit 
iiiirdi|«tfrrtf tn TeMMmi ^nixim ^v^nq* SMbo> lib. xi. 

hiftory 
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liiftbry I Ihall confider hereafter, had the 
privilege of marrying towards the middle 
fcafon of life. This we may alio conje6hire 
to have been the cafe with the religious 
virgins in Perfia ; who fcem to have been 
guarded with peculiar fanftity, from an 
anecdote related by Juftin: — Darius, the 
fan of Artaxerxes, not fatisfied with tho(e 
imperial honours to which his &ther had 
raifed him, demanded of that monarch his 
favourite miftrefs Afpafia. The aged fo- 
vereign, unwilling to grant, and afraid, 
perhaps, to refufe, the pafljonate requcft of 
his fon, was reduced to a mortifying expe- 
dient for fccuring the lady from fo dan- 
gerous a rival : he made her for that pur- 
pofe, a prieftels of the Sun *. Plutarch 
relates this incident with' fome variations, 
but in a manner which equally ihews, that 
chaftity among the Perfians was very ftriftly 
guarded in a religious afylum ; yet viigi- 
nity» as the ftory fufficiently proves, was 

• JufHn. 

Vol. II. E not 
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not a ncceflary qualification for the cHa- 
rafter of a pricftefs.— Among all the king- 
doms of antiquity, none, perhaps, contri* 
buted lefs than Pferfia to die fifterhood of 
Old Maids^.as the Perfians are diftinguifhed 
by a peculiar ceremony, which ftrongly 
proves, that both fexes confidered celibacy 
as an objeft of abhorrence, not only as an 
enemy to human enjoyment, but as pre- 
cluding thpm from the happinefs they e»- 
pefted in a future life. From this idea 
arofe their extraordinary cuftom of marry- 
ing the dead; which confiftcd of hiring 
either a hufband or a wife, for every perfon 
who happened to die fingle, at an early 
period of life. This ftrange kind of niar- 
ristge is faid to have been generally folem- 
nifed, in fueh cafes, foon after the burial of 
the deceafed, being regarded as a neceffary 
paffport to the regions of blifs^ 

In Scythia, perhaps, fome good Old; 
Maidife may have exiftedj whofe fingle life 
was the confequence of their poffefling ar 
delicate frame or a. tender heart; for we 

arc- 
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are told by hiftorians> that no female^ in 
that martial country, was pernnitted to 
marry, till fhc had flain, with her own hand, 
an enemy in battle. 

Among the warlike Amazons, a very 
different caufe might produce the fame ef- 
feft. As thefe formidable ladies made it a 
point of national honour to fupport their 
empire with the leaft poffible afliftance 
from the other fex; we may reafonably fup- 
pofe, that Ihe was confidered as the , trueft 
Amazonian patriot, who united virginity 
with valour. I muft, indeed, confefs, that 
the amorous adventures^ of fome Amazonian 
queens are not very favourable to this hy- 
pothefis ; bur, if Quintus Curtius informs 
us, that Thaleftris rcquefted an embrace 
from Alexander, and difcovered more * ea- 
gcrnefs for amorous pleafure than the 
young and voluptuous hero himfelf, let us 
remember the more chafte deportment of 
her predeceffor on the Amazonian throne, 

• Acrior ad Vcnerem foeminsB cupldo quam regis. 
Quint. Curt. lib. vi. cap. 5. 

E 2 the 
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the celebrated Penthefilea, who lived and 
died a vh-gin, in the licentious court and 
army of Priam, during the fiege of Troy. 
She was flain, as Quintus Calaber relates, 
by the inflexible Achilles; '\^rho wilhed, 
however^ as the^poet fays, that he had 
married his lovely antagonift inftead of 
killing her *. From the example of this 
virtuous heroine, I am perfuaded, that if a 
corifiderable number of Old Maids ex- 
ifted among any of thofe ancient people, 
whom jthe Greeks regarded as barbarians, 
it muft have been in the nation of Ama- 
zons. I am aware, that in the profound 
refearches of Mn Bryant, the very cxiftencc 
of this nation is difputedj but, as the 
champion of the fifterhood in all ages, I 
cannot affent to this opinion of a molt 
learned writer, nor permit the daring anti- 
quarian to annihilate fo illuftrious a com- 
munity. 

Omna imv uoTfa-cf w, km ovh ays Siav omoitiv. 

Quintus Calaber, lib, i. ver, 670* 

While 
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While I contend for the cxiftence, and 
the chaftity, of thcfe female warriors, who 
are defcribed in the moft lively and cir- 
cumftantial manner by the poets and hif- 
torians of antiquity, I muft not forget their 
rivals, both in courage and continence, the 
Gorgons. Thefe aUb were a nation of 
women, according to Dbdorus Siculus; 
who informs us, that, bordering on the 
Amazons in Libya, and looking with envy 
on their neighbours, diey frequently in- 
fefted their country, till the more powerfiil 
Amazons, armed in the immenfe fkirjs of 
African ferpents, and led to battle by their 
queen Merina, fubdued the Gorgons in a 
fcvere engagement, in which they took 
fhree thoufand prifoners *. 

I muft own, that many contradiftory 
opinions have been held concerning thefe 
more doubtfiil heroines, the Gorgons. Some 
critics have conlidered them as lovely 

f Diodorus Siculus, lib. iii. cap. 4. 

E3 young 
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young women, whofc beauty was fo power- 
ful as to fix every beholder in jmotionlefe 
amazement j others have fuppofed them 
to hav6 been frightful old hags, whofe de- 
formity was {o hideous, that no one could 
look at them without fhuddering; and 
fotne late writers, with a fceptical refine^ 
ment, have deiued their exiftence : But, to 
fypport the ancient dignity of the fifterhood, 
I fhall adhere to the evidence of tha( very 
reipeftable old Grecian, Palsephatus, yrho 
wrote a treatife cxpr^fsly to explain the 
poetical riddles of his country; in which he 
cxplicidy declares, that the three princely 
Qorgon fitters, Stheno, Euryale, and Me- 
dufa, were three voluntary Old Maids *• 
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G HAP. IV. 

On the Old Maids of Greece. 

IN thofe ages which are honowed with 
the name of heroic, virgins feem to 
have been treated with very little rcfpeft* 
Every hero appears to have thought himfelf 
entitled to the carefles of the maiden cap- 
tives, whom his own prowefs, or the chance 
of war, had placed within his power; and 
the venerable Neftor, at the age rffourfcore 
and five, does 4iot retire to fleep withoitt 
tha.t agreeable reward of ancient heroifm, a 
;fair.and afFedionate dan^fel. The warm 
and.enthufiaftic admiration with which eri- 
stics of the moft liberal ipirit have contem- 
plated the genius of Homer, has led fome 
of them to aifert, that his poems are fo won- 
derfuUy comprehenfive, as to include eveiy 
character which human life can exhibit. 
E4 But 
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But this praifc may be confidercd as hyper- 
bolical ; fince it is certain, that we cannot 
difcovcr, either in the Iliad or the Odyfley, a 
portrait, or even a fketch, of a fingle Old 
Maid. Perhaps, as this jmmortal bard is 
fo minutely faithful in his delineation of 
manners and cuftoms, we might infer, that no 
fiich chafafter exifted in his time j and in- 
deed, the more we refleft on the religious 
and political inftitutions of Greece, the 
more reafon fhall we find to believe, that 
the number of Grecian Old Maids muft 
have been at all periods very inconfider- 
able. 

It was the ruling paffion of the Greeks to 
aggrandize their country; and, as they 
juflly confidered citizens as the real wealth 
of every ftate, they thought it the firit of 
patriotic duties, equally incumbent on both 
the fexes, to enrich the republic by increaf- 
ing its numbers. Plato carries this point 
fo far as to fay, that *'all perfons, in the 
*^ article of marriage, ought to confult the 
** fcrvice of the public, in preference to 

* V their 
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^ their own private enjoyment*/' The 
feme illuftrious philofophic ftatefman pro- 
pofes a heavy tax upon thofe who conti- 
nued fingle beyond the age of thirty-three. 
Such a tax is faid to have exifted at Sparta^ 
where every public inftitution had a pecu* 
liar tendency to encourage population. 
** Their public dances'* (fays Plutarch) 
** and other exercifes of the young maidens 
" naked^ in fight of the young men, were in- 
^' centives to marriage ; and, to ufe Plato'i 
" cxpreffion, drew them almoft as neceA 
^* larily by the attraftions of love, as a ge- 
** omctrical conclufion follows from the 
^' premifes. . To encourage it ftill more, 
** Ibme marks of infamy were fet upon 
" thofe that continued batchdors ; for they 
** were not permitted to fee thefe exercifes 
** of the naked virgins, and the magiftrates 
" commanded them to march naked round 
** the market-place in the winter, and to 

• Kara wayrej f(( lorw fAv^o^ ^«^o« : rov ya^ tij »•• 
Ai» Oft trvfjLft^ovrat iMnffrtvut yaf^ow tKctcrot, ov rot n^taTov 
etvru* Plato de Lcgibus, lib. vi. 

« fma 
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Such is the natural and pathetic laimnta-*' 
non with which the intcrefting Antigone of 
Sophocles prepares for death, — This great 
and judicious poet has given exactly the 
fame fcntiment to his more fiery Eleftra j 
who, at the time fhe is mourning for her 
murdered father, and n^editating thp moft 
tremendous vengeance againft her imperi- 
ous and guilty mother^ cannot refrain from 
lamenting that flie is herfelf 

Hopekjs of children^ and of nuptial rites *, 

So prevalent was this idea in the mind of 
every Grecian femide. — Euripides carries 
it ftiU farther, .and affigns fimilar language 
to bis Eleftraj though he reprefents her a; 

TLm ui flavovT«v sgxof^tcu xaTaa-HOfar. 

Ver. §28. 

* Arexvog 

Sophoclis Eledlra, ven i66. 

adhially 
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aftually married, by the tyranny of her pa- 
rents, to an honeft labourer, who generoufly 
abftains from her bed in deference to her 
rank. 

From thefe examples we may conclude, - 
that a Grecian female hardly ever exprefled 
an inclination to become an Old Maid ; and 
indeed, whatever her own private wiflies 
might be, the iniquitous laws of her country 
made her fo much the flave of her relations, 
that fhe had little or no power of fixing her 
own fituation in life. " Nothing (fays the 
accompltlhed, Sir William Jones, in Ipeak- 
ing of Grecian laws that relate to women) 
** nothing can be conceived more cruel 
*' than the ftate of vaflalage, in which wo- 
'^ men were kept by the polifhed Athe- 
** nians ; who' might have boafted of their 
*^ tutelar goddcfs, Minerva, but had cer- 
*' tainly no pretenfions, on any account, to 
** the patronage of Venus. All unnecef- 
*' fary reftraints upon Ipve (which contri- 
*^ butes fb largely to relieve the anxieties 
^ of a laborious life) and upon marriage 

" (which 
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*« (which conduces fo eminently to the peace 

*^ and good order of focicty) are odious in 

*^ the higheft degree ; yet at Athens, whence 

*' arts, laws, humanity, learning, and rcli- 

'* gion, are faid to have fprung, a- girl 

** could not be legally united with the ob- 

"jeft of her^affeftion, except by the con- 

*^ fent of the Kvpiog or controller, who was 

** either her father or her grandfire, her 

'^ brother or her guardian : their domination 

•• over her was transferred to the hulbandj 

^ by whom Ihe was ufually cpnfined to the 

'• minute details of domeftic ceconomy i 

^ and from whom fhe might in Ibme in- 

" dances be torn, for the fake of her fortune, 

** by a fccond coufin, whom probably flie 

" detefted. Nor was her dependence likely 

" to ceafe ; for we may colled from the 

" Ipeech on the eftate of Philoftemon, that 

*• even a widow was at the difpofal of her 

'* neareft kinfman ; either to be married by 

" him, or to be given in marriage, accord- 

** ing to his inclination or caprice. Yet 

'* more j a hulband might bequeath his 

" wife. 
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•» wTfe, like part of his eftate, to any mai> 

* whom he chofe for his fucceffor : and the 
** mother of Denrofthenes was aftually- Idt 
** bjr will 60 Aphobus, with a portion of 
** eighty minas. The form of fuch a be- 
**qu€ft is prcfervcd in the firft fpeech 
•* againft Scephanusj and mas thus: ^This 
** is the laft will of Pafio the Acharnean. 
2 1 give my wife Ardiippe to Phormio,. with 
•• a fortune <rf"one talent in P«parrhetus,.ooe 
" talent in Attica^ a houfe wocth a hundred 
" minas, together .with the female fkves^ 
" the ornaments of gold, and whatever dfe 
** may be in it."— For all thefe hardihips 

* which the Athenian women enduced, z, 
** very poor compenfation was made bjr 
** the law of Solon,, which ordered their 
** hufbahds to flecp with them three times 
** a mondi * " 

In a country where women, at every pe-- 
riod of their life,, were fo miferably depen- 
dent as to be di^fed of like inanimate pro- 

* IfMss'* Cotnmeaaujaa I(jeiu> pa^ 17.7. 

pcrty„ 
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perty, we have i^afbn to apprehend dicir 
having fufFered every Ipecles of crlielty and 
oppreflion. If Greece did not abound in 
voluntary Old Maids, we may believe that 
fome lovely females of that celebrated region 
were kept in a wretched ftate of celibacy, by 
the iniquity of a tyrannical parent or guar- 
dian. If a fuperftitious and cowardly old 
fether happened to dream that a grand-child 
would prove fatal to his peace, he probably- 
imitated the abfurd precaution of Acrifius, 
and attempted to confine his daughter, like 
Danae, in a Juhterranean chamber on a bed of 
brajs * ', fince cowardice and fuperftition arc 
not to be correfted by the inftruftive hiftory 
of that beautiful captive, and old men are 
even yet to learn, that female chaftity is 
more endangered than protefted by a rigo- 
rous confinement. 

However frequent fuch examples of pa- 
rental pcrfecution may have been.among the 

%afjLQi^ Paufaniasyp. 164. 

Greeks^ 
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Orecks, wc do not find many traces of them 
ill the hiftorjr of that intercftiag, capricious 
people. There is indeed an atnufing anec-* 
dote in Herodotus, which may fenrc to 
ihcw, that parents ufcd to threaten their 
children with the dreaded continuance of a 
virgin life. Polycrates of Samos, being 
angry with his daughter for oppofing his 
rifit to the Perfian noble, Oraetes, becaufe 
flic had been alarmed by a terrific vifion, 
threatens the affeftionatc but teazing girl, 
that if he returns in fafcty, Ihc fliall for a 
long time remain a virgin; to which fhe re- 
plies with great filial tendernefs, by praying 
that his threat may be accomplilhed, fincc 
ftie would rather remain a virgin* fim^ 
time longer y than be utterly dq)rivcd pf her 
father. 

We may, however, believe that parental 
tyranny was not fo often exercifed in at-» 
tempts to keep ^ daughter fmgle, as in thofe 
jpf marrying her to a perfon fhe abhorred* 
Perhaps in the latter cafe there was the greater 

* n^lfk; ^Qffku Herodotus, lib. iU.. 

Voi.. II. F proba^ 
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probability of her becoming an Old Maid ; 
not from the fpirit of contradiftion> but be- 
caufe an unhappy girl, fo perfecuted, had 
no rcfource to fhield her from a detefted 
marriage, but the facred altar of fome 
maidenly power, who offered an afylum to 
virgins in diftrefs. 

That fuch places of refuge exifted, wc 
have a very ftriking proof in a paflage of 
that (ingular poem, the Caflandra of Lyco- 
phron. The prophetefs, in the midft of 
her misfortunes, breaks forth into the fol*- 
lowing declaration of her future glory : 

Nor among mortals Jhall my name hecomt 
ExtinSlj and in Lethean darknefs loft : 
To me the Daunian chiefs, and tbofe who dwell 
Within the walls of marjhy Dardanus, 
Shall build a temple upon Salpe^s banks; 
There Jhall the virgins y whenfoe*er they wijb 
To fly the marriage yoke, averfe to join 
Withjuitorsy vain oftffeir HtStorean locks*, 

. Or 

* It is worthy of obfervation, diat Caifandra con- 
iiders perfonal vanity in a man, as a l^lemifii not in- 
ferior 
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Or marVd with Jom defea of form or Urtb, 
There fiidl they fold my image in tbdr arms, 
S^mfirmefi guard from nuptud tyrmiy ♦•^ 

I think it proper to add, that Caflan'dra> 
in promifing this afylum to perfecuted vir- 
gins, mentions a circumftance, which might 
leiien, perhaps, the influence of her protec- 
tion : fhe declares, that her chalte votaries 

ferior to defbrnuty. As to Hedotan locks, the learned 
are not perfedly agreed on the manner in which 
Ae hair of Hedor vmu drefTed : but the ingenious ^di-^ 
tor of Lycophron fccms to have fairly proved, that the 
Trojan hero fet the faihion of wearing a toupUk. 

EffTcUf fAOgavBsv m^ xnfioum ^xotbi* 
Noov it fMt rev&cri Aaummv wtgot 

Kvf OK 3k va^Oiveuv ntfvym ^uyov 
Orcof 6i>M(ny vvfinpiou^ apm/jtom 

Mo^pn( ix^nras 0'tf^ ifi fWfAOf yumgp 

A>mag figywrov irrayMWu wfjupwiMXWm 

Lycophron, ven iiafr 

F 2 muft 
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muft disfigulre their faces with a medics* 
lodon, and drefs themfelves in the habit 
of the Furies. Whether, after annexing 
thi» Condition to her patronage, fhe was 
likely or not to have many virgins in her 
fanftuary, is a point that I fubmit to the 
judgment of the ladies: obfervmg, how- 
ever, that none of my fair readers arc pro- 
per judges of the qucftion, except thofir, 
-who have been perfecuted by the^ddrefles 
of a very odious fuitor. 

♦From the preceding part of this chapter, 
ibme readers of a fcepdca) cafl may be in* 
dined to doubt, if Greece ever produced an 
Old Maid. But if the'teftimony of a poet 
may be admitted, the queftion i« explicidy 
decided. . That the charaftcr really exifted 
at Athens, we arc cxprefsly mformcd by 
Ariftophancs, in a vcrfe which I have 
adopted as a motto to this Eflay; and 
which, for the lake of my curious fair 
readers, I iball now tranflatc : endeavour- , 
ing, at the fame time, to coUedt as much, 
light as 1 can fromi its comic, author, con* 

cerning 
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ccming the real condidoa of Attic Old 
Maids. 

In the comedy, which bears the name of 
L,yfiftrata, that lady conceives the lively 
projeft of inftrufling hiar own fex to obtain 
an abfolute dominion over the men^ and to 
force them into a condufion of thofe wars, 
by which Greece was perpetually diftradted. 
As Ihe propofes her pacific expedient with 
more wit than modcfty, qiy fair readers will 
.iindo\^J>tediy approve my delicacy in not 
giving them a minute account of it; and 
the more fo, as it is fufficiibntfor our prcfent 
puq)ofc to obfervci that Lyjfiflxata, after 
touching on thfc vexations that war pro- 
duces to married women, proceeds to the 
following icnGment of dUinteccfted com« 
paflSonc 

But kt us wave our qrievanc£s:-— / 

frieve 
JFVr virpns in their chambers waxing old *> 



• KaS* mtttTEf ov yitv sspre. 



'^ ' F /? It 



70 E is S A^V ON 

. It is v«iy rtnlarkahlc, that^although Ly^ 
^/iftrata thus mentions the Old Maids- as ob- 
je6ts of heir fojicitudc, the poet does «ot 
Venture to intreduce upoii thc'ftage a finglc 
elderly virgirii* either in this play, or in a 
drama, where he had, I think, a ftill fairer 
occ^fion to difplay the charafter with all 
his licentious vivacity: I mean his comedy 
'<jf tht SemqkX)ratafs *. A very fhort ac- 
kOTint bfvriiis Vitty, but indecent compofi^ 
tkm/wiU be fiifficaent to Ihew, that an Old 
IMaid nught have appeared among the per- 
::fons of'rfiedfama witha- v^ny comic cf- 
feft, ,' Ari^aptahes undoubtedly intended, 
in this comedy, to ridicule die political 
.whimfies of Plato, who contends, in his Re- 
•puWic, that property and women. fliould be 
poffeffed in common. The poet exhibits, 
-with infinite humour, the ludicrous evils 
arifing from Tucli a fyfteni. The^women of 
Athens ufurp the goyernmeriti attd Praxa- 
gora, the heroine of the comedy, adopting 

• EKKAHZIAZOTZAI, , 
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die ideas of Plato, eftabfiihes a new fet of 
ho9i^. I ihall ipeak only of that which re- 
lalses to my fiibjed. By one of her ftatutes, 
*^ it is enafted, that no young man Ihall re- 
" ceive the favours of a young wonaan, till 
*^ he has firft gratified the inclinations of an 
*J old one/- The modern reader might ex- 
pert die poet to introduce, after this inci- 
dent, even a chorus of Old Maids -y but, li- 
centious as he was, Ariftophanes had more 
l^fpedt for the fifterhood. It is true, in- 
deed, that he brings fome elderly ladies on 
the ftage, and reprefents them not a litdc 
folicitous to take advantage of a law fo ex- 
prefe in their favour j but they are very far 
from appearing in the charafter of Old 
Maids, as one of them gives us clearly to 
underftand, that fhc has no claim to that 
title, 

I would by no means infinuate, that the 
remarkable conduft of Ariftophanes, in not 
exhibidng an Old Maid, might tempt us to 
lufpeft, that no ,fuch chara^er exifted in his 
time. The only inference*! would drdw 
from it is this : that the Old ^aids of 
F 4 Athens 
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Athens were cither entirely fequeftered ffOfti 
fociety, or guarded with fuch a religious ve- 
neration, as the moft licentious of comic 
poets prefumed not to violate. That fudh 
pcrfonages really exifted, I not only think 
the fpeech of Lyfiftrata a fufEcient proof; 
but I apprehend their condition, as fhe in- 
timates, was awing to the frequency of war 
among the Grecian republics. 

How far the wonien of this martial 
country confidered themfclves as neglcfted 
and aggrieved by that contentious fpirit, 
which detained their warriors in diftant 
fields of battle, we have a memorable ex- 
ample in the following very Angular anec- 
dote recorded by Strabo. 

" Tg revenge the death of their king, 
" Teleclus, who was flain as h^ went to fa- 
^'xcrifice at Mejflena, the Lacedaemonians 
*' engaged jn a war againft the IVfeffenians, 
" and took an oath, either that they would 
'^not return home till they had taken 
" Meffena, or that they would all die in the 
^' attempt. 

f* In 
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^' tn marching forth to this enterprize^ 
** they left only their very yoiing and very 
*^ old citizens to guard their own city. After 
^' the tenth year of the war, the women ot 
'^ Lacedaemon affembled, and fenc a depu- 
** tation of their own fcx to the army, tt> 
^^ reprove the. men, as not engaging on 
"equal terms with the Mcflenians; fincc 
" thefe, remaining in their own country, 
" were ftill producing children ; while they, 
*' who had left their women defolate, were 
«* encamped in a ftate of hoftility> at the 
** rifk of letting their own country decay 
" by a deficiency of men. The Lacedas- 
^* monians ftill refpefting their oath, inge- 
*' nioufly contrived to purfue their remote 
** military objeft, and at the fame time pro- 
** vide for the population of their. coun- 

«tryV' 

In 

uwetrr^i ijyevjtafo* ff-eXvTiieniMiy fAoMoy. Strabo* lib. vL 

I have followed Strabo in thi5 iingular hiftory: 
but as it is related alfo by Juflin, with fomc varia- 
tions, I (hall infcrt hit account of it in this note, 

for 
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In a ftate, where the women could pre- 
sent fo tender^ fo patnodc> and fo fuccefsfbl 
a remonftrance to dieir abfcnt heroes, we 

for die fkdsfadtxon of the curiojas reader. ** £Cs 
•' igitur moribus ita bre^i civitas (Laced^mon) con- 
^ volidt, ut cum fileffcirls, propter ftupratas virgines 
** fuaf, in fdenni M :ifeniorum facrificio bellum in- 
•* tiMcnt, gravi£ima fe exfecratione obftrinxerint, 
^ non, prins quam MefTenam expugnafient, rever(u-^ 
•* ros; taii(uin fibi vel dc viribus fuis, ve\ de for- 
^'tuna, fpondentes. Quae res inidum diflentionis 
^ Graeciae, et inteftini belli caufa et origo fait, Ita- 
'^ kpc -cttin, contra pr^fumptioifem fuam, annis decem 
^ in obfidione urbis tenerentur, et querelis uxorum 
^ poil tam kmgam viduitatem revocarentor ; Tenti 
•* ne hac perfeverantia belli gravius fibi quam Mefle- 
^ niis nocerent -^ quippe illis quantum juventutis 
«' bello intercidaty mulierum foecunditate fuppleri $ 
*• fifoi et belli damna a^aa, et foecunditatem uxb- 
'' rum, abfentibus viris, nulkun eiib — itaque legcmt 
«« juvenes ex eo genere milixum qui poft jusjurandum 
" in fupplementum venerant, quibus, Spartam re- 
" joiffisy promifcuos omnium feminarum concubitus 
'' permifere ; matunorem futuradl conceptionem rati, 
** fi earn iinguUe per plures vires -experirentur. £x 
** his nati, ob notam materni pudoris> Partheniae 
« vocati.'* 

Juflin. lib. in. c. 4. 

cannot. 
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cannot, I think, reafonabljr fuppofc tliat iSie 
number of bid Maids Was vcfy c6nfi<5cr- 
able. Perhaps in this point, as in aU btHeri 
of delicacy and refinement, Sparta was coii- 
fcffedly inferior to Athens, As the latjrr 
was more enunently diflingiiifhed-by tte 
patronage of the virgin goddefs Minerw^, 
we may juftly believe her to have fornifhcd 
to her guardian deity the more numcrotjs 
train of eldeVly and immacuUte votaries. 

The mythological dcfgriptioiis of the 
Grecian poets are generally founded oji 
fome hiftorical fad^ and the. poem of Non- 
nus contains a very remarkable paflage, 
which almolt perfuades me> that the women 
of Greece, at fome early and obfcure period 
of their hiftory, were fo Vehemendy devoted 
to the arts of Minerva, that they negleded 
or renounced t4ie more interefting rites of 
Venus, and almbft endangered the continu- 
ance of the world. As the paflage, to which 
I allude, has the advantage of exhibiting 
Yenus in a new point of view, it may amufe 
Jhe reader to fee it at full length. The poet 

having 
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having informed us that his hero^ Bacchus* 
gave a banquet to his attendants^ proceeds 
thus: 

♦ 9V this gay audunce, as the gohletpafs'dj 
Jjtucus the Jdf 'taught Lejbian framed the Jong 
Of Titofts arnCd ^gainfi Hemen: joyous he Jung 
'fbe triumph of high-Judging Jove ; and how 
hi the dark canoes of Tartarus he pent 
Old Saturn, pealing his avenging f re, 
And vainly cas'd in winter* s watery helm. 

But mild Lapethus, earth* s pacific fon^ 
Sat near thejkilful hard; and from thefeafi 
Game him the ehoiceft dainty : then requir d 
Thefweet and favourite Jong, that well defcribes 
The Cyprian Goddefs at the horn employed, 
And vying with the hke-eyed ^een of Art ^. 

Hi withfweet prelude fung, how Venus ^ 
toucVd , 

With pcffionfor the works of mamalfkilU ' 
Held in unpra£lis*d hands Minerva* s weh. 
And the light cejius of the Loves exchanged 
For the laborious Jhuttle. Coarfe the thread 

* To*^» ^ Ttg^ro/Airoiaif &c. Nonni D^onyf. lib. 24. 
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The Paf^im f^ddejs Jfun-^Jfaht ofJefsJize 
Tban the grofs fordage, nvbicb of wilbm 

With Jomt rude (trty the old mechanic uid 
fo JfUce the timber of bis new-builrbark. 
She thro* the d^y^ and thro* the nighty intent 
Hung o'er the loom of Pallas, and rejoic'd 
In thefi&m hhuriforeign to her band. 
Frequent fbe fmootVd the vtfi j end leaving 

pois'd 
The dangling weights, her growing web Jbe 

' pHed^ 
Solicitous 40 flay Mnervcfs fart. 
Nor trifling was her toil: but in her work 
The maffive thread frqeSed : ofitfelf 
The wotfofber enormous texture broke. 
And of her double labour now Jhe made 
The fun a witnefs, and the confcious moon. 
Fart of her ffortive train around her danced 
Amufive : with a 'gay and rafid hand 
Paflphae turned the wheels while Pitbo^s cart 
Smoothed the rough wools andfweet Aglaia^ 

zeal 
Cave to their cmmm ^en the ready thread. 

Now 
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Niw fmrtallifi declined, and barmot^^ 
Once tie glad harbinger of bridal joy ^ 
Mourned the negleSi of marriage ^^bopeltfs 

Love 
Loosed from bis how bis ineffisSual ftring^ 
Fiemng the barren unplougVd field of life. 
No dulcet flute then founded^ nojbrillppe 
Ufher'd witbfeftive glee tbe Nuptial God*, 
But eartbfy being wafled, and tbe cbain 
Of wedlock, tbatfuftains tbe.worldj dijfolv^d. 

AMnerva now her bujy rival f aw ; 
In anger mix^d witb tendemefs Jhe viewed 
Tbe tbici rough threads of the unfkilfulfmr: 
Now foe informed the Gods, andffoke in/com 
jfccujing Venus, and'her father Jove :— 

" Thy ordinance is changed, Celefiial Sire ! . 
*^ Nor can I keep what all tbe Fates confprH 
^ To make my portion : tempted by my loom, 
^ Thy daughter Venus now invades my rights 
** *Tis not the After and the wife of Jove, 
^ *Tis not ourfovereign Juno, that ufurps 
** Minerva's province: no-, ,this wrong is 

" done 
^ To tbe immortal Fafron^s ofJrms 

3 ''Bj 
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« ^y tbejGft ^m of DaUime. For tfy 

" Heaven % 
" When did ib" unwarBke Cytberea fight ? 
«^ J9^cre are the Titam hy ber cefiusfiam^ 
^^ ^batjheinjults thy warrior?— Dion! /4^^ 
** When in the centre of thy /acred grove 
** Haft thou beheld Minerva lead the cbaee f 
*^ Or who in cbild-hirtb calls the Bltu-ged 
" ^eenr 
Sbefpohy and th' inhabitants ofHea^tier^ 
j^embledi mgerfor the wondrous fight 
Of Vejnm at the lorn. — Soon as they/a'ot^ 
tk9 produce of her band^ unus'd to toil. 
Scornful th^ rolVd tbefim-ious work a^k^ 
And witb a/mile farcafiic Hermes /aid: 

" "thine is the diftaff: to Mnerva leome 
" Ti&y ufelefs. ceftasl'—Sm^ tky ^rm ia$ 

" ftrengtb 
«5 Nimbly to dart tbeffyingjbuttk, tah 
« rhejpearandie^ of the Afartiaf M4id i 
^ Ikmw why Fiems plies tb' applauded loom: 
" "Thy wiles efcape not me^-^tl^ bridegroom 

'' Mars 
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^ ^ck from thy band mtb amorous hafin 

^* requires 
** Aveft of nuptial elegance : —for Mars 
** Form she rich robe i but in thy recent work 
^ WeoFoe not the lancet for what are arms to 

''thee? . 
^ No ! let thy variegated tints difpUvy 
** Tihe Ught'difperjing God^ whofe heame re^ 

'' veaVd 
** Tity latent paramour : or, if thou wilt, 
** Frame thy old chains , and let thy modefthand 
'' Paint in thy glowing web thyfpurious lord I 
** And thou too. Love, a difiaff for thy arms^ 
^ For thy laborious mother twift the yarn, 
*' That I may fee the light-wing'd boy at work, 
^ ' lUs how afpindle, and his dart a thread ! 
« With golden Venus *broider Mars in gold% 
^ And let him bear, afhuttlefor hisjhieldy 
*« Weaving bimfelfwith Beauty's bufy ^een! 
'f But rather, Venus, from thy lovely band - 
*« l^ofs to the wind thy threads /— thy ceftus 

'' t^e, 
^ And o'er tV ergoyments of the earth again 

% '' PrefideJ 
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•' Prefide! fm- nature Jufers^ and the world 
^ fVandersfurlomy while tbou art at the loom.** 

Thus as bejpoke tV OlympimJynodJmiVd', 
Andy cq/lingfar afide tV mfinijb'd web 
In reverence to PaOasy Beauty's ^eeny 
Kind cberijber of matCs increafe, retired 
^0 her own Cyprus— from ber cejius Love 
Beftow'd new cbarfns on nature's varying formy 
And richly Jbw'd the well-plough* d wajle of life. 

Such was the carol of the Lefbian bard 
On Cytbereay in the loom unfkiirdy 
Vying with P alias y patronefs of arts. 

I rejoice in being aible to enliven and il- 
luflrate this philoibphical Eflay^ by fb appo- 
lite a pafOige from the very poet, however 
obftrure, fix>m whom Mr. Bryant has ftnick 
fo much light in his profbunder refearches. 
I have given aknoft a. literal tranilation of 
the preceding fongs and I flatter myfelf that 
my candid readers^ who are familiar with 
^edeclGve jftyle of our antiquarians) will 
allow me to confider it as a Jbriking proofs 
that a confederacy of very beautiful ancient 
fpinftcrs was ooce formed in Greece» who 

Vol. lU G rcfolutely 
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rcfolutely devoted themfelves to the quler 
labour of the loom, inftead of "affifting in 
the more important bufmefs of forming 
new citizens to fupport their country* 
Evident as this point muft appear from tbele 
remarkable verfes, it might puzzle, perhaps, 
even the very learned gendeman juft menti- 
oned, to decide at what period of the Grecian 
hiftory thefe fpinfters lived, and how long 
they perfifted in their dangerous refolution. 
From the conclufion of the fong I am in- 
clined to believe, that they refembled a 
certain fociety of modern ladies, under the 
guidance of a feraphic prefident, inritlecl 
Madonclla; a lady whofe adventures arc 
related with infinite humour in the firft vo- 
lume of the Tatler, and who, having devoted 
herfelfand her aflbciates to a life of virgin 
purity and retirement, was rapidly and in- 
genioufly induced to take an aiSlive part in 
the neceffary increafe of the world. ; 
, My delife to do all poflible honour to 
the fifterhood, has made me extremely 
folicitQus to difcover every Attic Old 

' ' ' Maid, 
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Maid, whofe name might refleft a luftre on 
the community : but in my hrftorical cn- 
tjturies for this purpofe, I have not been fo • 
fuccefsful as I expefted to be. .Many Gre- 
cian ladies haye.been celebrated .for an at- 
tachment to philofophical ftudies : and 1 ' 
concluded that, in the lift of thefe, I ftiould 
find feveral individuals, who in chaftity as 
well as learning* yffett the faithful votaries 
of Minerva. Monfieur Menage has com- 
piled, with extenfive erudition, a little hif- 
tory of all the. female phitofdp'hers, of 
AVhom any traces Cm be found in the- writ- 
ings of the ancients. Their number amounts 
to fixty-fiver but it is Very remarkable, 
that if we except St. Catherihe, . thcxc is 
only one lady in this, long catalogue, who 
is celebrated foj: her virginity ; and how &r 
that' ini^t be either real or meritofious 
may ftillfee a queftion, as this^' lady did hot 
live fingle, but was the wife of the philofo- 
•pher Ifidorus. ' ' . 

*» Thus difappointed .among the ancient 
female p^oS^m^^-phil^foph^ 1 tefl^^cd 
.V.?b. Angular plcafure, that thofe more 
G 2 venerable 
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venerable poetical old ladies^ the Sibyls^ 
would fupply this defeft; and of all the 
OM Maids that antiquity could furnifh, I 
confidered them as beft entitled to the ho- 
nourable diftindion of being cla0ed at the 
head of the fillerhood. I imagined their 
tide to this high, rank to be fully confirmed 
by the fentence of St. Jeronic ; who, Ipeak- 
ing of them, in the firft part of his eloquent 
invcftivc againfl Jovinian, exprefsly fays, 
diat /* virginity was their charafteriflic, 
^* and divination the reward of their virgi- 
" nity*.'* But, examining the hiflory of 
thefe reverend ladies with that attention 
which it defcrvcs, I foon perceived that the 
fervent wd generous faint had given them 
credit for a quality, which they were very 
. far from poffefling. The learned Servadus 
Gallasus, who has obliged the world with a 
thick quarto volume on thofe interefling 

* Quid referam Sibyllas Erithraeam et Cumanaoot 
e( oSo rdiqaas, nam Varro decern (uiiTe autiuna^ 
^^Siuafum inftgm virginitas tjt, et mirfmtaiU framium 
\ii^Mmtiff. SdoSU fiiferon. advtrfts Jov. p. 285. 

'. jfeoiale^ 
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femaks^ completely expofes the miftake of 
St. Jerome, and laug^ at him as a ridicu- 
lous champion, contending for the chaility 
of a harlot. Nor can we wonder that the 
credulity of the candid iaint fhould be 
treated with derifion, (ince one of the Si* 
byls, for whofe continence he contends, 
very freely acknowledges, in a remarkable 
yerfeof her own*, that flic had formerly 
indulged herfelf in all the criminal excefles 
of licentious paffion. 

After all my laborious endeavours to in- 
vcftigate the hiftory of Old Maids in 
Greece, I mull clofe this chapter upon 
them, with the modeft ignorance of a Gre- 
cian philofophcr, confeffing all I know is 
that I know nothing : to the virginity of 
thefe ancient and perhaps ideal ladies, I 
may apply the following ingenious funile 
of a great modern poet : 

Ukf following life in creatures wediffiS^ 
fFe lofe it in the moment we delcif^ » 

G 3 CHAP, 
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On theTiJi'ih.and oth^ 6ld"m^^ 

before the ChriJlidn^'Mrdl 

AS the jRoman empirje w^jrjQyf|4^^ 
a r?pp^ and no lefs tfjaq fix hundpeci 
and eighty-three Sabine, virgins, were fopr 
cibly converted into wives, according to . 
the account, 'of that accurate antiquarian 
Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus, we. cannot ex-.. 
pe<5t to meet with nnany 013 Maids in tTfic^ 
early periods , of the Ronrfan hiftpry, In-^ 
deed, in the firft ages of the republic," the , 
patriotic arnbition of the Romans, and the 
cxprefs letter of their law, operated with 
equal force againft a life of celibacy, Ci- 
pero, in the opening of his third book. Be 
LegibuSy has given us the veiy words of the 
ftatute,- by i/^hich the cenfors were dire<9:ed, 
not only to -examine and enroll the- children 
of every Roman family, but to take care 

that 
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that no citizens fhoiild lead a fmgle life*i* 
and we learn from avaluable fragment pre- 
fcrved in Aulus GelKus, that' the moft enli- ^ 
nentfenators of Rortie confidereld marriage/ 
not as a ftatc of private enjoyment, but as a 
public indifpenfable burtHen, which every 
man was botind to fupport for the good of 
the community. As the fut^eft is curious 
and intereftingi^I fhall prefent to my reader * 
not only the- fragment to which I allude, 
but a Confiderable paflage frohi the author' 
who has given it a place in his mifcella- 
ncous and amufing work. 

The fixth -chapter, in the firff book of 
Aultis Gelliusi begins in the following 
manner: " 

" T4ie oration which' Metelhis Numi^ 
«* ditusj a man of dignity and eloquence, 
^^ delkvtred, irihis qenfoflhip, to exhort the 
** people to matrimony, was read to a large 
« and learned audience. In this oration it 
** was thus written: * Ifi Romans,' wg^ had 

• Equitum peflLtumque prolem defc^ib^nto: caeli-> 
betf tffe prohibentp. 

G 4 '' th<; 
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** the power of Ifving \pthout a wife, we 
^^ Ihouid all be free frooi that troubles but 
*< fuice nature; has fo difpofed it» that we 
•* can neither live very conamodioiifly with 
<* them, nor without them exift at all, wc 
•< muft provide rather for perpetual fecurity, 
«* than for tranfient plcafure/ It appeared 
^^. to fome, that the cenfor Metellus, whofe 
** intention was to exhort the people to 
*• marry, ought npt to have made fuch a 
^^ confeflion concerning the trouble and 
^* perpetual ve^tbns of the married life, 
« fincc, inftead of exhorting, he feemcd ra- 
^* ther to difluade and deter. His oration, 
^' they faid, ought rather to have taken a 
«' contrary turn; he ihouid have a^ferted^ 
« that marriage in general was attended 
*' with no ve?cations; and if at any time it 
*« appeared to produce fome, thefe, he 
«' ihouid have faid, were light and trifling, 
" very eafily endured, and obliterated by a 
« fuperior portion pf emolvment and de- 
" light J nay, that thefe very vexations 
«' wer? neither common to all^ nor owing 

«c to 
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^ to the nature of the connection! but oc« 
'^ cafioned by the failings and injuftice of 
*' partiGular huibands. But Titus CaC- 
c^tricius maintainedj that Metellus had 
" ^ken both with truth and propriety. 
<^ It is one thing, faid he, to ijpeak as a 
<^ cenlbr, and another to ipeak as a rhcto* 
" rician. We allow the latter to ufc cx- 
'^ preflions fraudulent and bold, fubtile and 
'^ captious, if they have but a certain air of 
** truth, and the power of exciting, by any 
"artifice, the pftffions of the audience. 
«« He obferved, moreover, that it is dif- 
" graceful to a rhetorician, even in a bad 
** caufe, to leave any part of his ground de- 
" ferted and unfought^ but for Metellus^ 
** he faid, who fpoke to the Roman people 
«* with that fandtity of chanufter, as a man 
« whofe life had been diflingyilhed by ac- 
^^ cumulated honours, it became him to 
" utter nothing but what he himfelf, and 
*« his whole audience, might' cfteem ftriftly 
•* true i and the more fb, as he Ipoke upon 
« ^ fybje^, of which the experience of 

** ev?ry 
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" every da^y enabled every man to judge; 
" Confeffingy- therefore, thofe vexations 
** which were notorious to all men, and de- 
*' ferving, by that confefTion, the confi- 
•* dence of his auditors, he 'at laft, with 
" cafe and itpidity, perfuaded them of that 
" important and effential point, that the' 
" preferv^tion of the ftate depended on 
*^ the prevalence of marriage/' 

Without ftopping to make any farther 
remarks on the eloquence of Metellus-^ 
from whofe honeft confeflion. we might ih- 
fer, that the moft Ipirited of the old Rd-'* 
mans were not pcrfeftly able to nniahag^ 
their wives — riball only obferve, that in thte' 
firft ages of the republic, the ce^nfors feem 
tahave atte'nded very minutdly to this part'* 
of their office^ which, had fo fttong a terf- 
dertcy to prevent the exiftence of Old 
Maids. Valerius Maximus' informs us, 
that the cenfors Camillus and Pofthumius 
levied a fine on thofe citizen^ who had 
grown old in a fingle life, and bro^^t it to * 
ihc p^lic treafiiry. Plutarch -aMb, in his 
♦ ' -life 
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Life of Camillus, relates, that " as the wars 
"had made many widows, ^he obliged fuch 
*^ of the men as lived fingle, partly by per- 
*^ fuafion, and partly by threatening them 
"with fines, to marry thofe widows." — 
From the latter circumftance we may infer^ 
that virgins of a marriageable age were at 
this period yc;ry fcarce in -Romej and, in- 
deed,, we rnay believe, that, in the adtive pa- 
triotic days of the republic, theri^ would not 
have exifted a fingle Roman Old Maid, 
had not the fingular religious eftablilhment 
of. the veiliaVvifgins formed a kind of nur- 
fery fo^ t^^t refpcftable fifterhood to whom 
this wor^ is devoted. 

As I prefume that my fair readers have 
but* a Oighc acquaintance with thefe moft 
int^relling.nuns of antiquity, although their 
name, furviving that fire for whofe eternity 
they .praye4 is ftiU applied in poetical Ian- - 
gijage to modern ladks of diftingYiflicd 
purity, I ihall here infert the curious ac- ^ 
count of the Veftals, which is preferved in 
the above-mentioned moft excellent and- ' 
... quarian^ 
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quarian, Dionyfius, and I fliall infcrt it in 
Ac words of his tccuratc and elegant tranf- 
ktor, Mr. Spelman. 

«* The virgins, who fervc the Goddefs, 
** were originally four, and clefted by the 
*' kings, according to the laws eftabliflied 
" by Numa ; but, afterwards, from the 
«' multiplicity of their funftions, their 
** number was increafed to fix, and has fa 
" remained to this day. They live in the 
^* temple of the Goddefs, into which none 
** are hindered from entermg in the day* 
«* time i but it is not lawfiil for any man to 
" remain there in ^the night. They arc 
«* under a neceflity of continuing unmar- 
•'ried during the fpace of thirty years j 
•* which time they employ in offering 6- 
«« crifices, and performing other rites or- 
« dained by the law. During the firft 
*' ten years, their duty was to learn their 
«« fonftions 5 in the fecond ten, to perform 
« them i and, during the remainder of their 
<* time, to teach others. After the expiration 
>< of the term of thirty years, nothing hin- 

<* derea 
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*^ dered fuch as defired it from marrying^ 
** upon dieir quitting their veils *, and the 
*' other enfigns of their pricfthood; and 
^^ fonie, though very few, have done this, 
^ the end of whole lives has not been fo 
** very happy as to tempt others to imitate 
*^ them ; fo that the reft, looking upon their 
*' calamities as ominous, remain vir^ns in 
" the temple of the Goddefs till their death, 
^^ and then the pontiffs again chufe another 
^ to fupply the vacancy. They receive 
" many diftinguiihing honours from their 
*' country, by which the defire of childrca 

* Gellius quotes AntifUas Labeo, a man of great 
kaming in the time of Augoftus, for many paitics- 
lar» relating to the Veftals; among the red^ Aiat - 
they could not be admitted under itx« nor above torn 
years of age. I inugine, becaufe it was neeeflk^ 
they ihoiild be yirgins.— ^— The eledion was performed 
in the following mauier:— The Pondfex Maxim^ 
chofe twenty virgins, who> in an aflemUy of the 
people* drew lots which of them ibould fucceed the 
deccaied Vefbl; and the virgin upon whom the lot 
fell was taken by the Pontifex Maximus. 

Spelman's Note 
"^aad 
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*^ and of ixiarriage is taken away. They are 
^* alfo fubjeft to great punifhment in cafe 
«* of delinquenqr j which, by the law, the 
*' pontiffs are appointed both to enquire 
** into and punifh* Thofe Veftals who 
<« commit lefler crimes, they whip with 
" rods; but if they fuffer themfelves to be 
" debauched, they are delivered up by the 
** pontiffs to the moft Ihameful and the 
'* moft miferable death ; for, while they 
*^ are yet alive, they are carried upon a 
•^ bier, with all the formality of a funeral, 
" their friends and relations attending 
^* them with lamentations ; being arrived 
" at the gate CoUina, they are placed in a 
^' lubterraneous cell, prepared within the 
** walls, in their funeral attire, without any 
^ fepulchral column, funeral rites, or other 
*' cuftomary foiemnities. There feem to 
"be many indications of the prieftefs who 
'^does not perform the holy funftionf 
** with purity ; but the principal is the ex- 
*' tinftion of the fire, which the Romans 
*' dread above all misfortunes, looking 

*' upon 
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^ upon it, from' whatever caufe it proceeds, 
*^ as an omen that portends the deftrudtion 
*^ of their city ; and they bring fire again 
•* into the temple, with many expiatory 

*^ rites. It is alfo well worth relating, in 

*' what manner this Goddefs has manifefted 
** herfelf in favour of thofe virgins who 
*' have been fallely accufed.-rit is faid, that 
•' once the fire being extinguiflied, through 
•* fbrnc careleflTnefs of Emilia, who had 
^ then the care of it, and had intruftjcd it 
^ to another virgin, who ^as newly cholen 
*' into their number, and then learning her 
*' duty, the whole city was in great difor- 
^ der, and an enquiry made by the pon- 
** tiffs, whether fome defilement of the 
*^ pricftefs might not have occafioned the 
^ cxdtjdion of the fire. Upon this they 
" fay, that -Emilia, who was innocent, 
" but diftrafted at what had happened, . 
" ftretched out her hands to the altar, and, 
" in the prefence of the priefts and the reft 
** of the vijrgins, faid, * Vefta, tutelarf 
*' Goddefi of this city, if, durbg the ipacc 

«of 
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*' of -near thirty years, I have pcfformcd 
•* the <holy funftions to thee with holinefs 
* and juftice, and have preferved a pure 
** mind and a chafte body, appear in my 
** defence, and affift me, and do hot fuflfcr 
*^ your prieftefs to die the moft miferable of 
« all deaths j but if I have been guilty of 

any impiety, let my punilhment expiate 
** the guilt of the city/ — Having faid this, 
*^ (he tore off a piece of the linen garment 
** (he had on, and threw it upon the altar. 
" After diis prayer, they fay, that from the 
*^ aflies, which had been long cold, and 
" retained no fpark of fire, a great flame 
** ihone forth through the linen ; fo that the 
•* city did not ftand in need, either of cxpi- 

<* ations or of a new fire. But what I am 

" going to relate is ftill more wonderful, 

and more like a fable, — They fay, th^t 
«' fomebody having falfely accufcd one of 
" die virgins, whofe name was Tucia, and, 
« being unable to objeft to her the extinc- 
*^ tion of the fire, he fupported his accuia- 
^ tion by faHe induftions drawn fix^m 

^^ probable 
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•'jirobablc conjcfturcs and tcftimoiiics; 
^' and that the virgin, being ordered to 
*^ make her defence^ faid only this — that (he 
^* would clear hcrfelf from the accufation 
*^ by her aftions s and, having faid this^ 
^* and called upon the Goddefs to be her 
^ guide, (he proceeded to the Tiber, the 
** pontifR confcnting, and all the citizens 
*' attending her : when (he came to the 
*^ river, (he was fo hardy as to under- 
*^ take a thing, which, of all others, is 
** looked upcn as impo(rible, even to a 
^ proverb ; and, having taken water out of 
** the river in an empty fieve, and carried 
** it as far as the Forum, (he poured it out 
** at the feet of the pontifEi j after which, 
** they fay, her accufcr, though great en- 
*' quiry was made after him, could never 
** be found, either alive or dead */' 

If fome of the(e calumniated Veftals 
were thus marvelloufly pre(ervcd, others 
fcem to have been deftroyed with the moft ^ 

* Spelman's Dionyfias, vol. i. p. 345. 
Vol. IL H favagc 
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i^y^e barbarity> in ^tc of favoMrabte oo 
curncnccs that might have been humani&ly 
eodftrued intx> a ItipernaturaL afliition. of 
their innocence.. In the rhettjricd frag^ 
ments of Seneca, a fair delinquent is men-^ 
doned, who^ being conviSbtd of irhpuritfi 
was brought to hfftr de^thv by being 
thrown from the funnmit of fb high a rock-^ 
diat it was terrific even to thofe who looked 
down from it in' a ftatc of fecurity: *. hi 
the moment preceding her puni(hment, fh^ 
appealed to, Vefta in vindication, of her 
purity s and, beii^ flung from the precipice*, 
defcended without injuiy to the ground; 
when a fct of inhuman orators^ msuntained, 
that fhe ou^t to be brought back, and 
thrown a feqond: time from the rock, al». 
ledging, that her wonderful elcape rather 
indicated the anger dian the prote&ion. of 
the Gods, fince it was their defign, not to 
fave the life of this oonvidcd criminal, but 

* £rat altidttdo montis etiam fecare deipicientibas 
horrenda, 

to 
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td lengthen hef punifhment. Seneca does 
hot inform us> that (he pcrifhed in confe- 
quehce of this crud argument; and, in- 
deed, 1 am tempted to hopCy for the ho- 
nour of human nature^ that the whole ftory 
was nothing more than the fidion of a fsin- 
CiHd^declaimer. 

However this may be, the anecdote af- 
f5?rds us a ftriking proof of the extreme fe- 
verity with wfiich the Romans regarded the 
fhiltf of a Veftai. Indeed> the fame au^ 
tlior furnifhi^ us with a proof of this point 
yet mbte extraordinary! for he gives us 
part of a erimiiial Oration againft a Veftal^i 
Whb was aceufed of inceft> not for any cvi- 
dfeiit aft of incontinence, but merely for 
having written a verfe^ which forcibly ex- 
preffed her fcnfe of thofe pleafures, which 
the rftarricd feir ones enjoy^ This curious 
morfel of heart-infpired poetry is happily v 
preferved, and I muft gratify my female 
Tcadei" with a tranflation of it, though I 
may injure the fpirit of this feeling poetefi 
- Hi , by 
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by converting her fiilgle Latin verfc into 
the following Englijh couplet : 

Happy the nymphs who gain tbt nuptial bed! 
O let me die^ if ^tis notfweet to wed * / 

We find, in the auftere rhetorician, the 
mofl: Ktter invedtivc againft thefe natural 
fcntiments of a tender female* " How ex* 
preffive," cries the declaimerj " is her lan- 
guage ! how apparently flowing from the 
inmoft foul, not only of an experienced» 
but qf an enraptured woman! — She is 
guilty of inceft, though not aifhially vio- 
lated, who wiflies for violation j-/' 

Let me add, however, in juftice to Se- 
neca, that he gives us alfo the oppofite fide 
of the queftion. *' We confefs," replies the 
defender of this poetical virgin, *^ we confefi 
to you, fhe is guilty of one crime : fhe k 

• Felices nuptse ! m^riarnifi uuhtri (biki ^* 
f Quam cxpreffa vox, quam ex imis vifceribus 
exnilTa, non'expertac tantuxn, fed deledUtae. Incefta 
eft etiam fine fiupro, ^uas cupit ftaprum. 

ppfefled 
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poflefled of genius: how then could fhc fail 
to envy Cornelia, the mother of the Grac- 
chi, or that happy parent who gave birth to 
Cato *?" — We are not told what was the fate 
of this ingenious Veftal; and fhe alfo, like 
her lifter, who is mentioned in the preced- 
ing anecdote of the rock, might be a mere 
creature of fancy, and her offence invented 
for the exercife of declamation. 

If our humanity is gratified by this fup- 
pofition, yet other ancient writers afford us 
a melancholy afTurance, that leveral un-' 
happy Veftals aduially fufFered the lavage 
fate of being buried alive. For my own* 
part, when I read of fuch events, I feel that 
all the fplendor of Roman glory is entirely 
cclipfed by thefe infernal afts of barbarous 
fuperilition. Let me remark, however, for 
the credit of the republic, that this punifti- 
ment was introduced by the elder Tarquin. 

• Unum crimen vobis confiteor: ii\genium habet. 
Quidni invideat Corneliae, matri Gracchorum ? Quid- 
ni illi quas Catonem peperit ? 

H 3 It 
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It was firft infiided m his reign, upon ^ 
hjiplefs yi6tim, whofe name was Pinaria. 
I fhall not enumcr^ ?11 the unfortunate 
fcnnalcs, who fhared this inhuman deftinjrj| 
but content myfelf with obfcrving, that;^ ac- 
cording to the cakulation of the Abbe Na-? 
dal (who has given a copious biftory of the 
Veftals, in the Memoirs of the French Aca- 
demy) from the cft?ibliftiment of thefe vir- 
^ns under Numa, to their fuppreffion in the 
i:eign of Theodofius, a period of about a 
choufand years, we cannot affign nriore to 
each century than a fingle viijiii^. As to 
ifae number of howfl: and v»nfui^£J:ed Old 
lylaids, which this religious fociety might 
produce in the fame fpace of time, this is a 
point requiring fo much nice calculation, 
that I Ihall leave it to be fetded by our pwn 
indefadgable ^n^tiquarians. 

We may feirly fuppofe, that, i^ Ipite of 
thofe unpromifing omens, by which many 
of the elder Veftals were deterred from wt^- 
lock, according to the above-inentioned ac- 
cpujfit of Dionyfius, fome of thcfe fuperan-: 

nyated 
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nuated pricftcfles W6re eager to ^it their 
privilege^ aad veatured u> oifiuty. Indeed 
we have a fiogHkc proof tha£ this tcxiie-^, 
times happ^ne4 h a few remaiikablc varfi;^ 
^ the Chfiftian poet PfudentkiSj who htt 
exhibited a pifture of the V^tak, which is 
certainly painted \^ith «lore wal than |)0=- 
litenefs* As t^e pa09ge is ^purioas^ iuid hs( 
not been fully quo^d by the 0[iQid^rn hiftc* 
rian of thcfe intcrefting kdies, I feall en- 
deavour to amufc my fw readers by a po* 
letical traofladonofit. 

Now let mefiurcb mio the Vt^^s panel 
To modejifs bright crown what JeaU her 

claim ? 
The little fitrves in ckilSood are immo^d, 
Before the judgment of the mind matured 
Can grow of virgin fame devoutly fmd^ 
Andfpurn the weight <ftbe comuhid bmd. 
Onjoylefs altars^ which her be^t m»fi bme^ 
The captive virgin is condemned to wait ; 
Not fcorning pleafure^ but from Uifs confn^d^ 
Untouched her body^ not untouched h^r mind: 

* H 4 Rejll^s 
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ReftUfs the hedy en which wdmfd jht Hes, 
jfnd/or the lojs of bridal rapture fighi : 
Uofpefans this fire: for her the toreh mayflare^ 
And nuptial fiUets bind her hoary hair ; 
Since^ when thro' fiated years her vows are 

paid, ' 
Vefia rejeSls the antiquated maid: 
While fit for nuptial joys, no nuptial kifs 
Enrich' d her bofom with a mother* s blip j 
A veteran Vefial, now her priefthood ends. 
She quits the altar, m which youth attends, 
To Hymen's rites, a wrinkled bride I fbe*s 

kd. 
And learns to wanton in an icy bed*. 

Tk)ugh 

• ^u^ nunc 'veftaliifit wrginitath ionefias 
Difcutiami qua legeregat decu^ omne pudoris. 
Ac primum par*va tcneris capiuntur in Ofutis^ 
Ante 'Ooluntatis propria quam libera fid a% 
haudt pudkitia fervens et amore deorum, 
Jufia maritandt condemnet vincula fexuu 

Capti'vut pudmr ingratis addicitur arif^ 
Nee contempta perit mifiris^fid adempta wbtptoi 
Corpora intadi ; nen mens intada tenetur. 
Nic requia datnr ulla tojrie, quiius tunuba catum 

-^idnuf. 
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Though the pifture, which this pious 
poet has given us, may be conlidercd as a 
piece of coarfc painting, it was undoubtedly 
drawn from the life. In one point I feai* 
he judged but too well ; I mean, in the ge- 
neral unhappinefs which he attributes to 
the younger Veftals, From the time and. 
mode of their introduction into this religious 
jlcrvitude, we cannot fuppofe that they felt 
thcnifelves very eafy under it, when they 
grew old enough to acquire a knowledge 01 
focial life, and to experience the fiill force 

F^uImus, tt amiffas fu/^irat famna t^das* 
^um quia non tqtum fits fcdifa inter Jicit igntm : 
J^am refid$s qu^ndoque faces adolere licehift 
Feftaque decrepitii ohtendereflammea canis. 
Tempore frafcripto membra intemerata requires, 
Taudem nfirgineam faftidit Vefta feneSam* 
Dim thalamis haifilis tumuit ^igor, irrita nuUut 
Tcecundavit amor matemo «oifcera partu. 
Nubit anus 'veteranay facro perfunQa labore, 
De/ertifquefcciSf quibus eftfamulataju<ventiis^ 
fransfert emeritas ad fulcra jugalia rugas^ 
P^citet in gelt d$ nwa nupta tepefcere ledo» 

Prudentius in Symmachum, ver. 583. 
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^ all the natural paffions. The Romans 
fetoi to have been fenfible of the many 
mortifications, which muft have attended 
tthe life of thefe lovely captives : and they 
endeavoured to compcnfate the evils of their 
eondition, by frequendy increafing the va- 
fious honours that were paid to every indr^ 
vidua! of this holy order. Even the cold- 
blooded Augustus beftowed upon them 
^»ne nvtrks of his favour -, and, as the hiftow 
fian Dion CafCus aflferts, admitted thefe fe- 
^uellered virgins to the enjoyment of all 
thofe civic rights, which the policy of Rome 
had confined to mothers. Among the many 
privileges diat belonged to the Veftal, there 
was one diat muft have been peculiarly de- 
lightful to a feeling heart j I mean the pri- 
vilege of faving the condemned. The Ro- 
mans attached fuch an ideaof fanflity to the 
perfon'of a Veftal, that if a criminal, in his 
way to execution, was fortunate enough to 
meet one of thefe virgins, the bare fight of 
fo pure a perfonage was fufficient to expiate 
his offences, and the happy incident imme- 
3 diately 
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iiSately reftorod him to life ^n4 Ubertf . Oq 
theie occafions, howwer, it was^ necei!at:y 
for i^e pri^fteis tp affirm^ tl>at fbph meeting 
was the mere effed of diance. Yet in thfi 
mQit- turbulent and fanguinary days of the 
republic, the lives of fom^ political delin- 
quents have been faved by the fupplication 
of the Vcftals. The vindiftive Sylla him^ 
fplf i$ faid to hjLve granted the life of Caplar 
to the interceflion pf thefe comp^ifionate vir*: 
gins, h^Wy proyoked as he was by th^ 
refifiance of that Ipi^ited and ambitious 
'youth. Perhaps the extrepne eagernefs, 
which Caslar afterwards Ihewed to obtain 
die ofEce of fupreme pontiff^ was partfy 
owing to hi§ generous defire of difplaying 
his gratitude to thefe holy virgins, to who(e. 
t^demefc he was indebted for his life : for 
it was the duty of the fupreme pontiff to 
fiiiperintcnd this female focietyi to retire, 
into a plape of privacy with every young 
Vcftal^ who h^ committed any trivial of- 
fence, and, having ftripped the &ir delin- 
quent^ to fcourge hpr in proportion to her. 

demerit* 
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demerit. It was perhaps in this hi^ o£Bce 
Aat the celebrated humanity of this merci- 
fill tyrant was moft uniformly exerted j and, 
however the Roman empire might juftly 
murmur at his ufiirped authority, when we 
confider the charafteriftics of this great man, 
we may reafonably conclude, that no tender 
Veftal ever thought herfelf much aggrieved 
by falling under the rod of Caefar. It had 
indeed been happy for this tender fifter- 
hood, if the fucceeding emperors had fu- 
perintended them with that gentle fpirit, 
which on fuch occafions difplayed itfelf in 
this the moft liberal and moft accomplilhed 
of tyrants. But among the many monfters, 
who fucceeded this extraordinary uftirper 
in the government of the Roman world, 
there were fomc, who appear to have de- 
lighted in the horrible enormity of burying 
even an innocent Veftal alive. The younger 
Pliny has related a tranfaftion of this kind, 
in which the fpirit of the lovely viftim ap- 
pears in fo interefting a light, that I (hall 
infcrt the ftory in tHe words of Mr. MeU 

moth. 
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moth} that amiable titinflator, whofe deli- 
cacy of fentiment, and elegance of language^ 
have placed him on a level with his enga- 
gmg original 

" Domitian's vengeance generally raged 

'^ with the greateft fiiry, where his evidence 

" failed him moft. That emperor had de- 

** termi(ied> that Cornelia Maximilla, one 

^^ of the VeAal virgins^ ihould be burie()[ 

•* alive> from an extravagant notion, that 

" thofe kind of exemplary feverities did 

•* honour to his reign. Accordingly, in 

** the charafter of high-pricft, or rather in- 

** deed 'in that of a lawlefs and cruel tyrant, 

" he convened the facred college, not in the 

" pontifical court where they ufually af- 

•* femble, but at his villa near Alba ; and 

^, there (by a fentcnce no lefs wicked, as it 

" was paflcd when Ihe was not prefent to de- 

f ' ffcnd herfelf, than as it was the efieflt of paf- 

^^ fion and revenge) he condemned her of 

** having violated her Veftal vow. Yet he 

*' himfelfhad been guilty, not only of de^ 

** bauching his bJ0thcr*s daughter, but was 

** alfo acceflary to her death : for that lady 

" being 



'Vbicing d widdir> in order tt> cotiCcal'htf 
" Ihame, endeavoured to procurti an abof ^ 
*^ tion, and by that means loft her Kfer 
" However, the priefts were direfted to fee 
* the fentcncc immediately performed uf)on 
'* Cornelia. As diey ^eire leading her t6 
** the place of execution, fhc called uporf 
«* Vefta, and the reft of the Godsi to att^ft 
^\ her virtue J and, amongft pthef exclama^ 
** tfons> frequently cried outi Is it pqffHU 
^ that Qtfat can ttntA mpUidid, under tbi 
" iffiueme of wboje facred funStam he hdi 
" ctmqiarid and triumphed? Whether fhe 
'* ikid this in flattery or derifion j v^hcthd* 
** it proceeded fcota a confcioufiicfe of JieP 
'* innocence, or contempt of the Emperor; 
** IB not certmn*j but fhc coritinutd er-J 
** claiming in Ms maraicr, tHl ihe came tc^ 
^ die plac^ of execution'; to whick Ihd 
" was led at lei^ like ar criminal^ though 
« perfiaps not reafly oAe. As Qst was go'- 
^ irtg down into die fiibterrartedus cavetrti 
^ her gjowa hung upoft fomethlngindieway,^ 

♦ It was uftiaT with Domitian to triumph, not oxAf 
without a vidory, but eveii after a defeat. 

' '^ upon 
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^ uf)oa which,, turnii^ back to dUengage 
^^ it, the execurioaer offered her his.hand> 
** which ihe refofed-with fome horror^ as 
*^ if fhc could not touch it without impurity^ 
^^ Thus ihe preferved the appearance of 
*^ a confummate chaftity to the concluding 
** fcene of her life ; 

** And her lafi care was decently to fall*. ^ 

^ Ccler, likewife, a Roman knight, who' 

•* was accufed of being her gallant, during 

*' the whole time his fcntence- was executing 

** upon him, in the (quare near the fenate^ 

" houfe, perfifted in faying, ffn:fat crime 

" have I been guilty of? I have keen guilty af 

'' none-^r 

If the perfonal fecurity of thefe unhappy 
vir^ns was thus wantonly invaded by^ Ac 
barbarity of the Pagan emperors, the chafle 
reputation of the fifterhood has been treated 
with equal cruelty and injuftice by the out-* 

• Euripides, in his Tragedy of Hecuba, 
t Mdmoth's Plioy: the eleventh LtXftt of tile 
&artfa£o<»fa. 

rageous 
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ragcous zeal of fome Chriftian authors. 
I fhall not at prefent flop to comment on 
dieie> as I intend^ in the fubfequent pare 
of my work, to Ipeak of many holy writers, 
whole pious labours have been particularly 
direfted to that moft attraftivc fubjedt> 
virginity. 
• It is not furprifing) that fbme of then) 
ffiould, in the heat of their zeal, make very 
free with the reputation both of the young 
and old maids among the Pagans. We 
.may forgive the exceffes of mittaken piety ; 
but when a critic of modern times— when 
an author, writing in a country that piques 
itfelf on delicacy and politcnefs— when a 
Frenchman, in the courteous age of Lewis 
the Fourteenth,' ralhly attempts to diflionour 
all the virgins of the heathen world, I eftcem 
it my duty, as the voluntary champion of 
the infulted fifterhood, to expofe and chaftife 
this very arrogant and licentious delinquent. 
The perfcn who has been guilty of this high 
miCiemeanor, is Monfieur Morin ; who, in 
the year 17 13, {)roduced, in the French 
Academy of Belles Lettres, a compofition 
8 entidedj 
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entitled, "A critical Hiftory of Celibacy.*' 
Ihtheclofc of it, this prclumptuous author 
not only traduces the poor mortal virgins of 
antiquity, l^ut attempts to dilhonour even 
the virgin Goddeffes themfelves. 

That the fifterhood may be judges of his 
offence againft them, I ftiall tranflate ibme 
paflages of the treatife, in which their pu- 
rity is fo grievoufly infulted. I fliall be- 
gin with the inftances he produces, of that 
high efteem for chaftity^ which the heathens 
profeffed. 

*^ Virginity pafTcd amongft them for 
'^ ibmething divine and facred. The 
** Greeks called thofe who profeflcd it 
" HiOfouj, Demigodsy or equal to Gods ; and 
*^ the Latin etymologifts derive the word 
" cablets from cadum — ccelebs quafi ccelef- 
'' tis — implying, that thofe who live in ce- 
^^ libacy are celeftial beings. They re- 
•* garded this virtue as a fupernatural 
*' grace, 

" £/ plufquam fcmind virgo ! 
*' Virgin!' a title higher far than wife! 
• Vol. IL I '' It 
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c «' It was a univerial principle of Pagaoifrn,. 
« tbat the Gods were pleafed with chaftity : 

'' Cajla placent Superis. 

" Their facrifices were not thought com- 
" pkfit, without the affiftance of a virgin. 
" They might, indeed, begia them with- 
" out this neceflary n^inifter, or make the 
*^ libation (Jibare) j but they could not 
" complete the ceremony, which was ex- 
*^ pjeflfed by the Latin word litc^re. They 
" were perfuaded, that this virtue is what 
*' advajaces us neareft t6 Divinity. 

" They faid, that as God is alone fuffi- 
" dent to himfelf, and, finds in his own 
« cflence ^U that is neceflary to him for 
^' foyereign beatitude, fo alfo virgins, in- 
" ftead of foolilhly feeking their happinefs 
" in the pofleflion of other creatures, find 
« it without wandering from themfelves, in 
" their purity, in their innocence, in their 
*^ integrity*. 

* Plotinus, Ijfo. V. cap^ i. 

« Let 
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'* Let us hear a Platonician* unfold 
*' the fentiments of his fedk on this fyftcm 
*' of life : — * It reflefts honour on a 
" maiden to preferve widi folic^tude the 
** purity of her body and of her foul. 
^^ This, condition gives her a great fupe- 
*^ riority over all perfons of her own fcx. 
^^ Difengaged froai the cares of the worlds 
** Ihe has die eyes of her mind continually 
*' fixed upon a fpiritual life, from whence 
•*' (he derives all the delights of true 
^ wedlock, in filling her heart with fuch 

" divine 

* Namnachius.-— The French authors are very apt 
to quote the ancients in fuch a manner as to perplex^ 
inftead of informing, their readers* Mr. Morin had 
only annexed ^the name Naumachius to this fingular 
tranflation from a Greek author, whom he calls a 
Platonician. I was for (bme time unable to difcover 
this ohfcure advocate of viiginity ; but at length have 
found, that he is one of the many poets but little 
l^nown, whole fragments are preferved In the coUec- 
tion of Stobaeus. The beft critics are of OfMnion. 
fays the ^telligent Fabricius, that Naumachius was a* 
Chriftian. Indeed, this spears highly probable from 
the pailage in queition; which I fhall here infert, 
I 2 with 
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" divine words> as enable her to conceive 
*' and to produce the moft luminous mc- 
'^ ditations.* . 

" Here, indeed, we have magnificent 
*' language, fublime ideas, and fpecula- . 
" tions of fingular beauty 5 but unluckily^ , 

with a poetical Verfion of it, to do all the juilice ia 
my power to this negle£led encomiail of Old Maids. 

ILotKov fAEv hiAog aryvov exj^iVj cUfjmot re fjufjmat 

M)iT£ ^m>xrc(&v Xxyovuv «r£fi fo^ov aywaVy ^ 

Mure TTOVov rfofieatrow ayacrren/ov EiXsifiwife, 

£vd(3( ycmm Kihot xcu a:^ei^ evQa iMyuffci 

Stobseus^p. 420. edit. 16094 

\Tis lonely, as affotlefi maid to li<tft^ 
Bleft in that joy nxjhich pure ideas ginje^ 
Free from that load the pregnant form fuftainsi 
Nor tretnhling at Lucina^ s fearful pains ; 
But o'^er frail females raised in triumph highi 
Darting o*er life the mind's unclouded ^e : 
• frue nvedlock thus in hea*venly terms is taught^ 
And the rapt virgin teems ivith radiant thoughts 

/* when 
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'< when compared withpra&ice and reality, 
«^ we ftiall find them empty word§, and no- 
** thing more. Thefe fine declaimers were 
^* notdeftitute of light j but, as they knew 
*^ God, and did not honour him as God, we 
*^ may alfo (ay, that if they perceived the 
" excellence of virgin purity, they fup- 
** ceeded no better in the obfervation of 
^* its laws. Whoever is difpofed to fearch 
^ into the fecret hlftory of fuch perfops 
«^ among them, as lived in celibacy, and 
^^ afFedled the moft fcrupulous continence, 

. ^' may difcover, if not grofs debauchery, ^t 
*^ leaft many abfurdities, and an abfolufe 
^^ farce. To begin with th^ir Goddefles : 

. •* — Vefta, the moft ancient pf all, was Ihc 
^' not reprefented in' her temple with an in- 
^* fant in her arms ? ' Whence had ihe tak^n 
^* it ?-^ Minerva had her Erichthonius, who 
^« was alm6ft continually at her fide. Her 
^* adventure with Vulcan is well known, 
^* and enables u^ to declare, that if fhe 
^* could on any ground pretend to the ch^- 
^* rafter of a virgin, (he certainly had no 
S,^ claim to the title of Inta£tat her com- 
I 3 << moa 
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«^ mon appcUation. She had even fcmc 
^^ temples corifecratpd to her honour in the 
« charafter of a mother.— Diana had aUb 
'' her gallant Vcrbius, or Hippolytus, and, 
« ftill worfe, her Endymion. The only 
** pleafure flie took, in inducing her eyes 
<^ with the contemplation of his fleeping 
^^ form, tells us enough, and, indeed," too 
«^ much for a virgin.— The Mufes, in their 
*^ time, paffed for very liberal coquettes. 
*^ Myrtilus, who is quoted by Arnobius, 
" boldly affirmed, that they were the in- 
^ dulgent intimates of a certain M^aleon, 
^^ who had a talf e for mufic and poetry : 
'* he even afligns childrtn to all of them, 
/* and mentions all their fcveral names. 
" —Their Veftals, whofe chaftity they fo 
*^ highly extolled, were only obliged to rc- 
* *m^in iingle to the age of thirty, when 
" they were reftored to ail their natural 
" rights : they did not fail to exercife thefe 
** rights before that period; and we mull 
^' not believe that the Romans buried 
•* aKve ail the Veftals, whg indulged them-p 
. t ^^ felvcs 
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«^ fclves in that liberty ; no, only thofe in- 
'^ difcreet virgins, who had not learned the 
*^ fccret art of conducing themfdvcs ac- 
'^ cording to that ufeful maxim. Si noh 
•^ cafte^ faltem caute-— if not with chaftity, 
" at leaft with caution */* 

Such arc the unwarrantable fiberties 
which Monfieur Morin has taken with Pa- 
gan virginity. — In anfwer to the attack 
which this petulant Frenchman has made on 
all the Old Maids of antiquity, both mortal 
and divine, I fliall only obferve, that A^ 
inference he draws from the Pagan Senti- 
ments he produces, is diametrically oppo- 
fitc to what it ought to be, not only ac- 
cording to die rutes of delicacy andean* 
dour, but according to the laws of found 
reafoning. Having fliewn us very copi- 
• oufly, and very fairly, that the heathf n la- 
dies fet the highett value on virginity, he 
ought undoubtedly to have faid, that al- 
though the perfonal hiftory of fbme ancient 

• Mcmoirea de rAcademie, &c. tome quatrieme, 
p* 308. 

I 4 nymphs 
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nymphs and goddeflcs might induce us ta 
believe that incontinence was prevalent ii^ 
the days of Heathenifm, yet, when we con- 
fider th^ forcible and graceful terms, in 
ivhich fome of thefe frail nymphs lament 
their own weaknefs, we ought certainly to 
conclude, that many honeft virgins, though 
their names have not reached us, exifted.in 
the Pagan world, and maintained, in the 
midft of its tempting licentioufnefs, a very 
happy and honourable agreement between 
their principles and their pradtice. 

Some of the Pagan Goddefles fhould un- 
doubtedly have been excepted from this ge- 
neral cenfurei three in particular, whole 
virginity (though it will not, I fear, refle6k 
tnuch honour on the fifterhood) was fo un- 
queftionable as to become a kind of pro- 
verb i I mean the Furies, whofe maiden pur- 
xity is afferted in a ftriking fragment of So- 
phocles *^ 

• Asi wafOsvot Ef iwvff. 

Sophocles apud Suidam. 

It 
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It may perhaps extenuate the offence of 
Monfieur Morin againft the fifterhood, to 
remark, that he was led into this wanton 
cruelty towards the virgias of Paganifm, by 
his defire of paying an oblique compliment 
to thofe more numerous Old Maids, the 
Roman Gatholic Nuns ; of whom I fhall 
Ipeak at large in the fubfcquent part of this 
work. At prefent, I have a few more ob- 
fervations to make on the ladies of ancient 
Rome. — Thefe ladies may be faid, like the 
heroes of their country, to have reached the 
extremes both of virtue and of vice» There 
are two anecdotes in the Roman Hiftory, 
which particularly difcover the variation of 
female manners : the firft is beautifully re- 
corded by Livy, in a few words; which mufl: 
lofe, I fear, a great part of, their gracefid 
energy by the following tranflation. 

* ^* The Patrician matrons had expelled 
^* from their religious alTembly Virginia, 
s^ the daughter of Aulus, for violating the 
** dignity of their order by her marriage 
1^ with Volumnius, the Plebeian conful. A 
V fhort altercation, arifing from female 

*' refcntment. 
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** rcfentinent, blazed forth in a gcnc- 

** ral conteft of indignant ipirits ; when 

** Vir^nia juftly boafted, that fhehad en- 

** tered the temple of Patrician Modefly, in 

^' the charadler of a modcft Patrician, the 

*« wife only of one man, to whom Ibe 

" was led a virgin; and that fhe couk) 

** neither repent of that huiband, nor 

** of his honours and exploits. She en- 

** hanced, by a very noble deed, the magna- 

** nimity of her fpeecii : — fhe fet apart a 

** fufficient fpace in the houfe where flie 

** refided for a moderate fanftuaryi flic 

<< placed in it an akar -, and, having aiTem* 

<* bled the Plebeian matrons, and lamented 

^' to them the injuftice of the Patricians { 

« ' This altar,' (he faid, ' I dedicate to Pie- 

** beian Modefly ; and I exhort you, that, as 

" there cxifts among the men of this city 

" a rivalftiip in valour, there may be fucb 

** alfo in modcfty among its matrons. Let 

^' it be your endeavour, that this altar may 

^* be,if poflible,more fanftified than theirs, 

^* and acquire the reputation of being at- 

^' tended by chaftcr votaries !' " 

To 
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To th£5 plcafing pifture o( fpirited mo- 
defty, we find a ftriking and oielancholy 
contrail in die conduft of diofe Roman la- 
dies, who, in die cpnfulfhip of Acilius Bal- 
biis and Porcius Cato, were fo extrava- 
gantly licennousj that die fenate diought 
proper to confult die Sibylline oracle for 
ibme method of averring the public evils, 
arifing from female depravity: they were 
direfbed to fupplicate die Divinity who pre- 
iided over the tender ajBTeftions ; and ac- 
cordingly built a new temple to Venus, un- 
der the title of Verticordia — The Correftor 
of the Heart. 

This extraordinary fadt is related by Va- 
lerius Maximiis, and clearly alluded to in 
the following verfes of Ovid. 

* Propitiae Venus !—on that heavenly friend 
Tour charms, your manners^ and your fame 
depend: 

• Supplicihm verbis iliamf locale : fub iOa 
Et forma et mores et bonafama manent. 

Jtomd pudicitia proavorum tempore lap/a efi : 
Curndtam, veteres, eonjuiuiftis anum ; 

Templajubet Veneri fieri : quibus ordimfaBist 
Indi Venus ver/o nomiua ^orde tenet. 

Ovid. Faft. Lib.iv. v. 154, 

In 
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In Rome of old weak Cbaftity decaf d : 
Our fires confulted the Cumaan Maid: 
She cried-^^o Vepus a new temple frame ! 
Hence the kind Goddefs holds her moral name^ 

Ovid ftems to have been a^ partial to the 
fair fex as any individual of the poetical 
choir; yet we c^nqt fay that his poetry, 
taken altogether, leads us to think very 
highly of Ronian chaftity, in the celebrated 
age of Auguftus. If the ftate of manners 
could be fairly eflinaated from tl^e fufpicious 
teftimony of a fatirical poet, we might fup- 
pofe the condition of this tender virtue ftUI 
more deplorable in the fucceeding reigns; 
and we might abfolutely defpair of finding 
a fingle Roman Old Maid ^fter the days of 
Juvenal. This outrageous declaimer, in 
that moft grofs and virulent libel againft 
the fair fex, his fixth Satire, confiders the 
man as perfeftly infane, who expeds to 
meet with a chafte woman in Rome. But 
fuch indelicate farcafms are difgraceful only 
to their author; and I doubt not but many 
good wives, and virgins (for fuch furely ex- 

iftcd^ 
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ifted, even in the days of Juvenal) deipifed 
the grofs inveftive of this frantic nnoralift, 
as much as thofe of modern times have dc- 
fpifed die lefs indecent farcafm of Pope, 
that 

*^ E^ery woman is at heart a rake.** 

It is very remarkable, that the three fa- 
tirifts, who have written againft the lovely 
part of the creation with the moll acrimo- 
nious hoftiUty, were three old batchelors: 
at leaft we have never hear4 that Juvenal 
had a wife ; and of Boileau and Pope wc 
know, not only that they were never mar- 
ried, but in all probability never flattered 
by the endearments of any amiable woman* 
I have made this remark, becaufe it will na- 
turally lead me to what reflefts the higheft 
honour on the fifterhood — a comparifbn be- 
tween old batchelors and Old Maids in an 
important point, which very forcibly cx- 
prefles the different charadlcrs of each com- 
munity. 

We find that thefe three poetical and 

moral 
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moral old batehelorsj in thofe raging fits 

of four Ipleen, which they falfeiy fuppoied 

the enthufiafim of genuine vimie, calumm* 

ated woman, though a gendc being, from 

whom they had received no injury, and 

with whom they could never form a pcrfedt 

acquaintance. Now obferve the contraft; 

among aU the Old Maids who have written 

cither verfe or profe-^and their number 

is infinite — I never heard of one, who 

had vented her ill-humour in fuch bitter 

and contemptuous invcftivcs againfk the 

ftronger and more injurious fex. No ; the 

ancient virgin h;^ that natural tenderncfs 

and generofity of heart, that, whatever her 

Ignorance of man may be, whatever ground 

Ihc may have to complain of his ncgleft, flic 

ftill confiders him, to ufe die words of 

Shakefpeare, as the paragon of animals. 

The exccfs of virtue has been known, in 

many male moralifts, to de^nerate into a 

fuUcn and prepofterous contempt and ha* 

trcd towards the whole human race -, but, for 

the honour, of the fair fcx in general, and 

of 
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of my candid friends the Old Maids in 
particular, I beg it niay be for ever remem- 
bered, that tjiey are perfc6By free from that 
mod difgulling and moft wretched of all- 
mental infirmities, mifandifopy. 

But to return to the main fubje& of my 

prefect chapter, die Old Maids of ancient 

Rome. — I cannot indeed exhibit fuch a 

UH: of thefe ladies as I could wiih ; but the 

deficiency, tvithout doubt> arifes not from 

die rarity of the charafter, but from the in* 

excufabk inaccuracy, which I have before 

lamented In the ancient hidorians and bio- ^ 

graphers, who have foiled to commemorate 

thje merits of the fifterhood, I am happy, 

hqwever, in be'mg abk to conclude, and to 

cmbellifh this diapter with the name of one 

illuftrbus Old Maid, who may be r^rded 

as a peculiar favourite of Minerva, fincc 

Ihe was not only eminent for hg: chaftity, 

but excelled in one of the moft elegant 

among the arts. I mean the celebrated 

Lala, who^ though not a native of Rome, ex- 

crqifed the profcffion of painting in that city,- 

during 
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during the yout|i of Marcus Varro. He prd^ 
bably gave a foil defcription of this amiable 
perfbn,in oncof thofe 490 volumes, which 
he is faid to have written. Though the 
works of this mod learned Roman have un* 
fortunately perifhed, the name and merits 
of Lala have happily furvived. We are 
told, that Ihe painted with great rapidity ; 
that Ihe excelled in the portraits of women ; 
and that her pidures bore a price fuperior 
to what was given to the moft Ikil&l pain- 
ters of her time. Her claim to honourable 
diftinaion in this volume, is grounded on 
the unqueftionable evidence of that pro- 
found naturalift, antiquarian, and connoif- 
feur, the elder Pliny ; who certainly could 
not be deceived in fuch a point of natural 
hiftory; and who aflerts, in the moft pofi- 
tive language, that Lala was a perpetual 
virgin. ^ 

Widi this lady I muft clofe my very im- 
perfea account of the Pagan virgins j andy 
when I rcfleft how many good but un- 
known Old Maids exifted before the chafte 
2 Lak> 
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Lala^ I cannot help breathing a figh of re- 
gret, limilar to that which Horace cxprefles 
in reflefting on the many brave, but unce- 
lebrated warriors who lived before Aga* 
menmon ^ 

Chajie was their fafne^ yet now in darknefs 

drown^d^ 
Their haplefs virtue no, kind herald found. 

But let us haften to confole ouriclves 
-wkh a. view of the more fortunate ancient 
virgins of the Chriftian fifterhood; thefe^ 
inftead of wahtmg an, encomiail:, have per- 
haps been fometimes extolled in too lavifli 
panegyrics : as this, however, is a queftion 
of great delicacy, we will proceed to a can- 
did and ample difcuflion of it, in our fubfe- 
qxient chapters. — Ilhall begin with confi- 
dering the in6nite incrcafe of Old Maids 
after the eftablilhment of the Chriftian 
asra. 

END OF TH2 THI&O BOOK. 

Voulh K BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 

ON OLD MAIDS, AFTER THB 
CHRISTIAN i£RA. 



Chap. i. 



On the infinite Increaje of Old Maids after 
the Chrijlian jEra. 

I Am now arrived at the moft hazardous 
part of this important Eflay; and I 
feel that the future conduft of it muft be 
attended with many difficulties* To do 
full juftice to my maiden fubjeft, I hold it 
neceflary to dwell on fcveral of thole ancient 
fathers of the church, who cohfidered vir- 
ginity as the darling objeft of their pious 
lucubrations : but, as I wi(h to render theie 
volumes attraftive to every clafs of readers^ 
let me here declare^ that I fhall zealoufljf 

endeavour 
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endeavour to fpeak of all the feints, who 
Have touched on this interefting topic be- 
fore me, in fuch a manner, that I may hope 
not to tire the volatile, or offend the pious. 

By the pious, I mean only the good peo- 
ple of our reformed religion, being aware 
that I muft expeft little or no mercy from a 
Catholic rea;dcr ; for although I declare my- 
felfthe friend and champion of the honeft 
Proteftant Old Maid, I am* very far from 
being an advocate for monaftic virginity. 
Indeed, it is with pity and indignation, that 
I confider how many thoufand of the moft 
lovely females have been immured, to lan- 
guifh in a cloifter, by parental tyranny j or 
have been led, by the infinuating arts of fu- 
perftition, to enter on a voluntary feclufion 
from all the moft amiable duties and de- 
lights of human life. Though I am wil- 
ling to believe, that fincere purity has often 
refided in a convent, I cannot but confider 
the Proteftant Old Maid, who fupports with 
chearful content a virginity, which is tlie 
confcquencc rather of accident and necef- 
K ^ fity, 



t3* .E S g A Y O N • 

fity, than of dhdice, as a more exemplary 
and intcrcfting perfonage than the Romifti 
pun, who, in her zeal for chaftity, renounces 
mankind for ever. I am convinced, that 
the former charafter, neglefted and depre^ 
ciated as it may have been, is more truly 
confonant to the genuine fpirit of Chriftia- 
nity, that fimple and fublime religion, which 
is a friend to focial happinefs, and an enemy 
to every felfiih principle. 

Since nature, reafon, and faith may all 
incline us to co-operate in the prefervation 
pf our fpecies, it is aftoniihing, that any 
powers ^ould be found fufficicnt to coun* 
terad their united influence, and to make a 
number of human bcbgs perfift in re- 
nouncmg the moft precious privilege of 
their exiftence, the piivilege of communi- 
cating their own enjoyments, both tranfient 
and eternal, to new beings, more dear, to 
them than their own perfonal advantage. 
The fevere pains of child-birth are graci- 
oufly; compenfated by fuch a profufion of 
tender delight, that the moft felfifh timidity 

could 
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could not decline the burthen, after think- 
ing on its. rewards The more we rcfleft on 
the generous energy of the maternal feel- 
ings, the more fhall we be furprifed at the 
multitudes of women, who, in the firft ages 
of Chriftianity, devoted themfclves to a linglc 
life. The whole fex appears to have been 
inflamed with a pailion for virginity; and a 
refpeftable author, who has lately given us an 
amufing hiftory of women, informs us, that 
in the fourth century, a fingle city contained 
no lefs than twenty thoufand virgins, wha 
had taken a vow of perpetual chaftity*. 
Notwithftanding the extreme humility 
which they profefled, I am afraid there was 
a ftrong mixture of fecret pride in this 
unreafonable condy6t. AH die primitive , 
Chriftian maidens feem to have coveted 
fuch a fepulchral panegyric as the following 
couplet beftows on our queen Elizabeth ; 

• Alexander's Hiftory of Women, OGt, edit. p. 4i;» 
vol. II. — This book would be more valuable, if the 
iiigenioug writer had (quoted his authorities. 

K3 Sbt 
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She was and is (what can there more be /aid ?) 
On earth the chief, in heaven the Jecmi 



maid 



# 



Perhaps the nuns of the ancient church 
had pretenfions to this ideal fanftity left 
equivocal than thofe. of our virgin queen, 
However this may be, it is a curious and in- 
terefting {peculation to fearch ipto the-im*. 
mediate caufcs of fuch wdnderful fafts ; an4 
to exarpilie the particular fource of thof^ 
ideas, that could fo forcibly counteraft the 
tender bias of nature in the fenmale charafter 
of thofe times. The ardent zeal with whiclj 
che early Chriftians embraced a. life of celi- 
bacy, may be afcrijjed to two caufes : firft^ 
to the advice of St. Paul> who ftrongly dif^ 
fliades them from marriage \ and fccondly^ 
to thofe gaming pieces of ecclefiaftical elo- 
quence, in which the fathers of the church 
were pleafed to magnify virginity, and to 
pour into the heated imagination of their 

^ Camden's Remains, p. 524. 

female 
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fem^ difiriples an unquenchable love for 
this inna^nary virtue. As I advance in 
this Eflay, I fhall give a particular account 
of thefe remarkable orations. In the pre- 
lent chapter, I fhall confine myfelf to con- 
fider the advice of St. Paul, and the imme- 
diate confequences which it feems to have 
produced. 

1 truft that I fhall not be thought to feil 
in that refpcft, which every fincere Chriflian 
owes to diis eloquent and admirable apoftle, 
by declaring that I have frequently read 
his flrong exhortation to a life of celibacy 
with fiirprife and concern. His Epiflrle to 
the Corinthians, in which he affirms, that it 
is better not to marry, inflead of making 
me a convert to his opinion, induces me to 
exclaim with Milton, 

Our Maker bids increaje ; who hids akftain 
But our defiroy^y foe to God and Man ? 

It is true indeed that St, Paul is very far 

from uttering fuch a prohibition j and in 

bis firil Epiftle to Timothy he fbrctels, 

K 4. ' that 
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that this prohibitory doftrine fhall arife frortr 

reducing fpirits *. In the fccond chapter 

of the fame Epiftle, he appears to be fo fer 

from an advocate for celibacy, that he al- 

moft feems to intimate, that women muft 

work out their falvation by the produc-r 

tion of children : — yet his addrefs to the 

Goriqthi^ns. is fo pointed in favour of a finglc 

life, his farcaftic exprefrion> " It is better to' 

*f marry than to burn/' might, to many weak, 

or prudiljij pr enthufiaftic females, exhibit 

wedlock in fuch a degrading point pf view, 

that perliaps his ftrpng pxhortatidp to a life 

of virginity might influence inany of his 

ipaiden difciples, more forcibly than an ab-^ 

Iblute projiibition of marriage could have 

4one. At all evpnts, when we confidpr the 

extenfive veneration which was jufljy paid 

to this apoftle, we may fairly conclude, that 

the multitude of primitive Old Maids was 

infinitely increafcd by his. Firft Epiftle to 

fhe Corinthians. As St. Paul exprefsly tells 



f I Tim. iVf + I Tim. ii. 14. 
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us, in this Epiftle, that, *' concernbg virgins, 
** he had no commandment of the L^rd *i"- 
we may queftion, without a fhadow of im- 
piety, the utility of his advice. — I conftfs, 
that at the firft view, it appeared to my un- 
derftanding not confident with that bene-, 
volent and temperate wifdom, which cer- 
tainly adorned the charadter of St^ Pi^oU 
But the excellent Mr, Locke, in a note to^ 
his Paraphrafe of this Epiftle, foggdls an* 
idea that may juftify the apoftle's difluafiolift 
from marriage, not as a general precept, but^ 
^s a temporary counfej. It is 'fuppofcd by 
Qur great Chriftian philofqpher, that Su 
P^ul might fpeak, in this Epiftle, " euf cfa 
" prophetical forfjigbt of tb^ affroackmg per^ 
^^Jecution under NiarOf' On this fuppofi* 
tion he might difTuade his difciples from, 
Ijiafriage, npt as an enemy to connubial en- 
joyments, but as fearing they would more 
fenfibly feel the mifery of their impending 
-oppreffion, if they were torn from all the 
^f lightflil comforts of a married life, 
• Chap. vii. yer. ^5.^ 

JJowcver 
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However wife and well-timed the apof- 
dc's advice might be, we have reafon to 
apprehend, that the extravagant attachment 
to virginity, which feme of his female dif- 
ciples conceived, was the occafion of many 
domeftic quarrels, and much private diftrefs. 
At Icaft we have one memorable example 
of this tffeft, if we may give any credit to 
the marvellous adventures of his. follower 
Thecla, who is celebrated by feveral fe- 
thers of the church as the firft and moft il- 
luftrious of the virgin martyrs. As the 
anecdotes of this lady are very remarkable, I 
fiiall extraft a little (ketch of her life from 
Jacobus Philippus Bergomenfis, who pub- 
Kfhed, in 1497, a Latin folio on illujirious 
Wometiy addreffed to Beatrice queen of 
JBohemia. 

" Thecla was a native of Iconium, a city 
** of Afia ; fhe was born in an elevated 
^' rank of life, and pofTeffed, with the advan- 
" tages of birth, the fuperior attraftions of 
^* beauty. Her mother Theoclia was pre- 
♦' paring for the delight of marrying her 
§ *' daughter 
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^* daughter to a noble and coipcly youth^ 
** whofe name was Thaminis,> when St. 
^* Paul arriving in their eity> happened to 
^* lodge in the houfe adjoining to that iii 
^' which Thecl^ refided. The virgin wgi 
** fo fafcinated by the eloquence of the 
«* apoftle, that no intreatics could prevail 
*^ on her jto quit the window, where (he had 
*^ placed herfelf to hear him, and where Ihc 
*' fat for three days without taftmg any 
^* food *. Theoclia lamented, to the dcf- 
^' tined hufband of her daughter, this won-i 
*^ derful faftinarion. But the lover and thie 
f' parent were equally unfucccfiful in their 
^* attempts, to divert the maiden from hei" 
*^ attachment to the preacher. The morti- 
'^ fied Thamirus departed in anger, to cn- 
^ quire into the charafter and dodtrine of 
^ this new prophet, whofe difcourfe had 

* In fexit&rz itaque domlis fiup per triduum quafi 
fui obilta, ad audiendum hominem pelle6bi> fine uUq 
prorfus cibo confcdit, ut inde a nemine amoveri potu- 
crit. Jac. Bergomcnfis,page 61. 

" produced 
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** produced fo marvellous an effect on his 
" alienated miftrefs. Having learned that 
" he was a Chriftian, who, by his exhorta- 
** tions, deterred virgins from wedlock, the 
** indignant lover gave foil fcope to his re*- 
" fentment, and delivered the preacher in 
" bonds to the magiftrate SextiUus, by 
^^ whofe ordo- he was committed to prilbn. 
" The devout Thecla, having bribed the 
** gaoler, contrived ftill to feaft on the clo- 
", quence of the imprifoned apoftle. Being 
" detefted in her fccret vifits, fhe was car- 
f* ried before the proconful; where, being 
" folicited to falfil her engagement with 
" Thamirus, Ihc difdained to reply. The 
*' enraged proconfol, ordering the apoftle to 
*' be fcourged, and driven from the city„ 
" condemned the obftinate vir^n to perifti 
«« in the flames. But Thecla, being ah-eady 
" fortified by the inftruftions of Paul, and 
*' arrhing herfelf with the fign of the crofs, 
^ efcaped unhurt and triumphant from the 
*' fire into which Ihe was thrown } and, 
•* quitting her native city, went to Antioch 

« with 



OLD MAIDS. I4t 

^ with Paul. The praefeft of Antioch bc- 
** came enamoured of her beauty, and at- 
*^ tempted to violate her chaftity ; but the 
** refolifte virgin fo vigoroufly refifted the 
" princely ravifher, that Ihe beat his crown 
*' from his head, tore his mantle afunder, 
** and threw him into a ftate of idiotifm, or 
" frenzy. She was now accufed of for- 
** eery, and condemned to be devoured by 
*^ wild beafts. She marched, however, un- 
*^ daunted to her piiniftiment j and happily 
^* found in her purity a prefervative againfl: 
" the fury of bears and lions. The heart 
** of the proconful was foftened by her mi- 
'* raculous prefervation ; and fhe obtained 
** her freedom. — After thefe adventures, flic 
** had a joyful meeting with her preceptor 
** Paul at Smyrna; and, having received 
^^ from him every inftruftion that could ren- 
" der her innocence more perfeft, Ihe retired * 
^^ to Seleucia; where, having communicated 
** her own virtues to many virgin compa- 
^' nions, (he clofed a life of fanftity, il- 
^' luflrated by many miracles, in the month 

« of 
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*' of Odobcr, and m the flxty- ninth year 
«^ of our Lord." 

Such is the hiftory which a reverend «!-• 
comiaft of the fair fex has given of this il- 
luftrious virgin J and it correfponds with 
the account of other pious biographers, 
who have expatiated on the merits of the 
chafte Thecla, in their various Lives of the 
Saints* The enlightened readers of our 
country will, perhaps, confider with an 
equal degree of incredulity the different ad* 
ventures of this wonderful maiden. It is 
hardly more probable that St. Paul fliould 
infligate a young damfel to difobey her pa* 
rent, and to violate a nuptial promife, than 
that the hungry and enraged beafts of the 
ibreft Ihould be rendered harmlefs and gcn- 
de by the influence of virginity. But in 
whatever light thefe aflerted fads may ap- 
pear to the intelligent readers of our age 
and country, it is certain they were re* 
/:eived, during many centuries, with impli- 
cit belief and veneration. The extraordi- 
nary merits of Thecla were a favourite to* 

pic 
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pic with many holy preachers, and St. Am-» 
brofe in particular defcants upon them in fo 
high a ftrain> that his difcburfe muft have 
had great cfFeft upon his virgin dilciples# 
^« * Let Theck/' exclainns the holy fa- 
ther, in the fecond divifion of his Treatife 
upon Virgins, ** let Thecla teach you to 
" fufier martyrdom ; who, flying from the 
•* bonds of matrimony, and condemned 
** by the fury of her betrothed hufband, 
*^ changed even the nature of favage beads, 
•' by inlpiring them with reverence for vir- 
** ginity. When flie was expofed to be • 

** devoured, 

* Thecla doceat immolari^ qa£ copulam fagiens 
liuptialem^ et fponfi furore damnata^ naturani etiam 
befiiaruin virginltatis veneratione mutavit. Nam- 
que parata ad feras^ cum afpedus quoque declinaret 
virorum> ac vitalia ipfa faepe offerret leoni, fecit nt 
^ui impudicos detulerant. oculos, pudicos referrent. 
Cernere erat lingentem pedes beiliam^ cubitare liurni^ 
muto teftificantem fono> quod facrum virginis corpus 
violare non poflet. Ergo adorabat prsedam fuam bef- 
tia; et propriae oblita natune, naturam induerat 
quam homines amiferant. Videres^ quadam naturse 
transfttfionCj homines feritate indutos fsevitiam impe- 
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** devoured, when flic flirunk from the 
^ fight of men, and offered her vitals to 
•* the lion, ftie converted the cruel wan- 
** tonnefs of the fpeftators into a relpeft 
" for modefty : then might you have feen 
" a wild bcaft fawning at her feet, and tef- 
" tifying, by a gende murmur, that he had 
** not power to violate the facred body of 
** a virgin. The favage adored his prey, 
^* arid, forgetting his own natural qualities,^ • 
** affumed that nature' which man had 
" thrown off You might fee, by this in- 
rare beftise; beftiam exofculantem pedes virginis» 
docere quid homines facere deberent. Tantum ha- 
bet virglnitas admirationis, ut earn edam leones mi- 
rentur. Non impaftos cibus flexit, non citatos impe- 
tus rapuit, non ftimulatos ira cxafperavit, non ufus 
decepit afTuetoSy non feros natara pofledit ; docuenint 
religionem^ dum adorant martyrem ; docuerunt etiam 
caititatem^ dum virgioi niliil aliud nifi plantas exoA 
culantur, demerfis in terram oculis, tanqaam verecun- . 
dantibus^ m mat eliquis njel beftia virginem nudam 
videret Divi Ambrofii de Virginibas, 

lib. ii. p. 80. 

** tcrch^ige 
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*' terchange of nature, man afluming fero-. 
^ city, and commanding a beaft to be. 
** cruel ; and a beaft inftrufting. man in his 
'^ duty, by kifling the feet of a virgin. So 
** truly admirable is virginity, that even, 
" lions revere it ! The fight of their prey 
*^ did not allure them, though exafperated 
** by hunger ; anger did not provoke 
** them> though ftiinulated by .the r^e o£ 
" the people ; their cuftora of devouring 
'* criminals did not deceive them ; their 
** natural qualities ceafed to operate upon 
** them ! They taught us religion, by adoring 
*^ the martyr ; they taught us even chaftity,. 
•* by confinmg their kiffes to the feet of the 
** maiden, declming their eyes to the earth, 
** as if alhamed that any male creature, 
<« though only a favage beaft, fliould look 
*' upon a naked virgin/' 

When the merits of Thecla were thus 
celebrated by one of the moft popular and 
eloquent of the epifcopal faints, we may 
reafonably imagine that female ambition 
was univerfally awakened : the warm ima- 

Vol. II. L gination 
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ginadon of pious maidens was heated to 
Itich a pitch of enthufiafin, diat a palfioii 
for the glory of marjyhloin cxtinguiihed all 
their natural affc6^ions; inftead of wifhing 
to become ^e mothers of well-educated 
children, they defired only the purity and 
the renown of Thecla, to be adored by 
lions, and extoUed by laints. How fer the 
moft eminent fathers of the church con- 
fpired to inflame and perpetuate this fuper- 
natural ambition in die tender fex> I Ihall 
endeavour to fhew in fbmc focceeding 
diapters, concluding the prefent with a few' 
remarks on the illuftrious Thecla.-r-This 
holy maiden, being celebrated as the fami- 
liar friend and difciple of an apofUe, was' 
generally confidered as a model for every 
well-difpofed virgin j and, perhaps, in the 
very long lift of female faints, it is impofli- 
ble to pitch on any individual, whofe mira- 
culous adventures had fo powerful an efFcd 
in difFufing an univerfal ardour for the ho- 
nours of virginity, and increafing the mul- 
titude of Old Maids. Nor is it in the dark 

ages 
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ftges alone that we meet with panegyrics on 
the immaculate Thecla. In the fixteenth 
century, fhe infpired a Doftor of the Sor- 
bonne with Poetry. Claude d*Elpencc^ 
who is ftyled by his biographer the moft 
judicious and moderate do6tdr of his time^ 
compofedi in Latin verfe, an heroic cpiftle 
from Thecla to St. Paul *♦ 

• Printed at Paris^ l6i^ in a loir6> (oilUdniilg aU 
the Latin worki of B'fifprnce. 
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CHAP. II. 

Onfome ofihe moft early Cbriftian jfutborSf 
who have written m Virginity'-'TertulUm 
— ^/. Cyprian. — On She Canonical Virgins. 

SOME ages elapfed before the Chriftian 
vii^ins were fettled in regular com- 
munities ; it was not till the clofe of the 
fourth century, that the firft nunnery wa$ 
creded, in Verona, by Zeno> the bilhop of 
diat city*. But the Chriftian writers of a 

much 

• See Mo(heim's EJcdefiaftical Hifloiy, tranflated 
by Madaine. vol. i. p. ^oj^^-^Tht origin of nunneries 
is a point involved in confiderable obfcurity, and has 
given birth to many pious and dull difputes. St. 
Syndetica» of Alexandria^ has been celebrated as the 
snother of Nuns, as St. Antony has been revered as 
the father of Monks ; but the hiftory of this holy pa- 
rent of religious Old Maids is not very clearly eftab- 
liflied. The darions reader, who wiihes to confult the 
▼arious' opinions concerning her, may find them col- 

leaed 
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much earlier date abundantly prove, that 
multitudes of pious maidens had devoted 
thenrfelvcs to a finglc life, before any con- 
vents were nufed for their reception. 

Tertullian, who wrote in the fecond and 
third century, compofed a very curious 
treadfe, to perfuade thefe holy virgins to 
cover their faces with a veil ; and one argu- 
ment that he urges for this praSice is & 
fingular, that I cannot forbear to iniert it: 
—He telk them, it is highly proper to 
ihade a countenance of fuch dangerous 
power as to occafion the fall of angels from 
heaven (alluding to the tci^t of Genefis, in 
which the fons of God are faid to have been 
connected with tl\e daughters of men) j **for 
" who can prcfuniV* fays Tertullian, " that 
*' fuch angels would chufe to cohabit with 
^ the relics of mortal impurity, and not 
" rather bum for virginity, that flower;, 

leded in the preliminary diflertation to an elaborate 
work, intitled, Hiftoire des Ordres Monaftiques, Reli- 
gieux & Militaires, printed at Paris, in eight quarto 
volumes. , 

L J •' which 
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*« which even cxcufcs the incontinence of 
^'man*r 

The next eminent Chriftian writer, who 
treats exprefsly of virgins, is St Cyprian ; 
who has addrefied to them a difcourie of 
admonition on their condud and apparel. 
The good bifliop of Carthage declaims 
agaunft ear-rings, paint, and falfe hair, as 
inventions of the devil, inconfiftent with 
that fimplicity of habit by which virgins 
ihould be difiinguifhed. He exhorts them 
to avoid public baths and nuptial feafts; 
he feliciutes them on their efcaping the 
curie of child-birth ; and encourages them 
to perievere in their chaftity, by an aflur- 
ance, that |heir lank is glorious, and that 
the purit/of a virgin approaches very near 
10 the perfeverance of a martyr f. 

* Qais pnefumere poteft, tales angelos macnlata 
JAIPL cprpora et hnmaoae libidinis reliquus defiderafle, 
ut non ad virgines potius exarferint* quarum Boa etiam 
kiuxumam Ubidinem excufat. 

TertulL de Virgin. Veland. p* 222. 
f Quarum ad gloriam merces fecunda eft» £t ct 
virtus ad tolerantiam proxima. Sand. Cyprian. 

dc HabituVirg. p. 102. 

Such 
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Such is the general tenor of St. Cyprian's 
addrefs to the pious fifterhood i but I can** 
not coUedt any light, either from Cyprian 
or TertuUian, concerning the number of 
Chriftian females, who had in then- times 
made a public profelfion of virginity. 
There arc, however, two circumftances, 
which may induce us to believe, that thefe 
holy maidens amounted, even at this pe- 
riod, to an immenie multitude,— In the 
firft place, a veneration for celibacy was 
carried to fuch excefles in the fecond cen- 
tury, chat many preachers declaimed againfl: 
marriage as the fuggeftion of the devil. 
This gloomy dodrine is faid to have been 
firil uught by Saturninus of Antioch. 
The learned Bingham, in his Chriftian 
Antiquities, has enumerated many fe6b 
who were addicted to this, perhaps the 
moft ab&rd of all fuperftitions $ which yet 
prevailed to fuch a degree, and was fo for- 
cibly fupported by Euftathius, a preacher 
of the fourth century, that, to ufe the words 
of Binghamj ^^ many women forfook their 
L 4 ^^ huibands. 
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<* hufbands, and hulbands their wives, from 
** the pcrlliafion, that no one who lived in a 
^ married ftate could have any hope in 
« God." 

The prevalence of fuch an idea had cer- 
tainly a ftrong tendency to increafe the 
number ' of thofe religious maidens, who, 
ftill refiding under the roof of their pa- 
rents, yet made a public profeflion of virgi- 
nity, by enrolling their names in the book 
or canon of the church, and thence ac- 
quired the title of Canonical Virgins. 

But there was a fecond circumlbuice, pe- 
culiar to this early period, which had, per- 
haps, an efieft equally powerful and cx- 
tenfive in augmenting this maiden commu- 
nity ; I mean a very extraordinary cuftom, 
which crept into the primitive church, to 
the fcandalofthe good, and the entertdn- 
mcnt of the licentious, the cuftom (con- 
demned in4eed by faints and councils, yet 
fometimes avowed and vindicated by its 
adherents) which permitted the canonical 
virgins to ^attach themfelves to a favourite 

preceptor, 
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preceptor, and even to fliare his bed, with- 
out ccafing to make a public profeffion of 
their virginity. 

This fact is fo Angular, that the modern 
fceptical reader may incline, perhaps, to 
queftion the truth of it. Many witnefles 
concur in its fupport ; and, as the confidera- 
tion of fo ftrange a cuftom may inftrudb us 
in die ftate of ancient manners, I doubt not 
but the more difcreet virgins of the prefent 
age will thank me for exhibiting to their 
view the very dangerous temerity of their 
primitive lifters. 

Among the Epiftles of St. Cyprian, there 
is one addrefled to Pomponius, which 
fhews us, in very explicit language, the 
good biihop*s opinion of thefe refolute, or 
rather rafh virgms> who, confefllng that 
they flept with men, ftill afferted their 
integrity*. The laint very forcibly con- 



* Quae fe cum viris donnifTe confeilae fint, afTevc- 
rare fe integras efle. Sand. Cyp. Epift. iv. 



demns 
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demns their condud; andjtdlly obierve% 
that, however innocent they may be, no one 
can long be fafe, who approaches fo near to 
danger* Saint Cyprian proceeds to cenfure 
the boldnefs of thofc more determined vir- 
gins, who attempted to juftify their perle« 
^rerance in fo penlous a praftice:-— " Let 
** not any one," lays the wary fmnt, " con- 
^ fider herfclf as fufficicndy excufed or dc- 
•* fended, by oflfering her perfon to the tcft 
*• of infpe6kion, fince the profcffional judges 
" of vir^nity ire frequendy deceived *." 
From thefe lingular expreffions, we may 
conceive how ftrenuoufly the canonical vir- 
gins contended for the niaintenaQce of this 
tcmpdng, though dangerous cuftqm, which, 
to ufc the metaphor of DodweU, •« had 
** taken deep root in the church."-*-Thi$ 
earned commentator on St» Cyprian has il- 

* Nee aliqua patet fe hac excufatione defendi> qnod 
inipici et probari poffit> an virgo fit : cum et manas 
obftetricum ct oculus fspe fallatur. 

Sanft. Cyp. Epift. iv. 

luftratcd 
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luftratcd the cuftom, that I am now ipeak« 
ing ofy in a Latin diflertation. He affirnis 
it was fiHk mtroduced into the Chriftian 
church by Paul of Samofata, bifhop of 
Antioch, who was perpetually attended l^ 
two of thcfe fair and faithful virgin difciples* 
The practice became fo common^ that the 
canonical viigins> who thus cohabited with 
their paftors, were diftinguiihed by a parti- 
cular Greek appellation *• Many of the 
fathers declaimed with great energy againft 
this clafs of virgins 5 and the eloquent St. 
Chryfbftom, in particular, has left us an 
animated difcourfe on this unbrthodox co« 
habitation, divided into two parts s the firft 
addrelTed to females, and the fecond, to his 
own fex. iProm this divi(ion^ it feems pro-^ 
bable, that the more wealthy pious maidens 
admitted mdigent preachers to refide under 
their roof; while, on the other hand, the 
wealthy prieft afforded a^ fimilar refuge to 
the poor canonical virgin. This friendly 

and 
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and tender intercourfe was often perhaps 
very innocent j but, as it afforded nauch 
$oom for Kcentious furmifes againfl: the 
clergy, it. was exprefsly prohibited by the 
coijncil of Nice. The warm and eloquent 
Chryfoftona begins his addrefs to thefe in- 
•confiderate virgins with the moft pathetic 
lamentation : — ^ Virginity (feys the indig- 
** nant faint) the moft honourable of all 

* cxwiditions, has now incurred the moft 
•* htmnliating difgrace ; and it fuffers, not 

* from its enemies, but from thcrfe who ftill 
•• prefbme to profefs themfclves its faithfid 

* votaries. — There were a few individuals 
^ anjongthe Greeks^ who, by the aid of 
•* philofophy, were enabled to triumph over 
•* avarice and anger j but the flower of 
•^ virginity never flourifhed among them. 
** In this point they have always acknow- 
•* ledged our manifeft fuperiority ; confef- 
•• fmg that fuch purity was above the reach 
•* of nature, and did not belong to Qurjpe- 
** cia *. It was in this point that all the 

" Gentiles 
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* Gentiles have marvelled at our pcrfec- 
" tion — but they can admire it no longer ; 
" and their admiration is turned into 
•^ laughter and derifion. The devil at- 
*' tacked us in this band, becaufe he per- 
*' ceived that our virgins were the moft ef^ 
^^ fulgent phalanx in all the hoft of Chriii 
" tians ; but he . has fo confounded this 
** phalanx, that it would be better for us in 
*^ future to have no virgins at ally if they can 
^^ thus be driven to negk5i their duty *. The 
*^ caule of all thefe evils is this, that virgin* 
" purity exifts only in name, while the ef- 
^* fence of it is fuppofed to be confined to . 
^* the body, which is the leaft part of vir-. 
"ginity: the more effential parts, and 
** thofe which chiefly denote it, are dif- . 
*^ regarded; they have .ceafed to diftin- 
^* guifh themfelves By decency of habit, by 
" the filence which becomes a virgin, by 
•^ compunftion, and other marks of a relir. 
^* gious Ipirit." 

Such 



J58 E S S A Y O N 

Such is the language, in which St. Chry- 
foftom begins his exhortation to thofe pro- 
fcffcd virgins, who permitted men to dwell 
under their foof : in the courfe of' it, the 
faint grows fo vehement in his anger, as 
even to hint at burying the fair offenders 
alive; but, fmce that privilege is not al- 
lowed him, he contents hirtifelf with indig- 
nant lamentation. He mentions one cir- 
cumftance, which exhibits, in a moft.ftriking 
point of view, the grofs indelicacy of ancient 
manners : — ^ Every day,"' fays he, ^* the 
*^ midwives are running to the houfes of 
*' virgins, as if haftening to a labour ; yet 
** not to aflift one in the pangs of child- 
*^ birth (though even this indeed has hap- 
*' pened to fome of them) but that they 
^[ may be examined, like young female 
'^ (laves, when they are purchafed, to dif- 
*' cover which has been violated and which 
" is pure. One has readily acquiefced in 
" this probation — another has refufed itj 
'* and by this refufal is reduced to (hame, 
" even if Ihe is ftiil uncorrupted. One has 

<^ fufFered, 



OLD MAIDS. f 59 

^ fiiffercd, another has not fuffercd j yet 
'' the latter is put to fliame not lefs than the 
*' former, as being unable to obtain credit 
*' for her purity, and wanting die evidence 
*' of fuch an inquifition." 

What a difgufting idea of the fourth cen- 
tury (the age of Chryfoftom) does this 
anecdote prefent to us !— I have tranflated 
this lingular paffage from the faint. very^ 
faithfully, for my maiden readers, at the ex- 
treme hazard of offending their delicacy-^- 
r have ventured to incur riiis painful ha-- 
zard, in the hope of thus guarding them 
againft an infirmity, which is fbmctimes 
objefted to Old Maids ; I mean the infir- 
rhity of railing againft their own time, and' 
preferring paft ages to the prefent. The 
good fpinfler, who juftly confiders the point 
of view in which St, Chryfoftom exhibits 
the virgins of his century, will blefs her 
^rs that fhe was born in our happier days, 
when the dignity of the virgin chara<9ter is 
(upported with more eafc and grac^ and 
when the calumniated maiden can gain 
I credit 
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credit for her innocence, without being re*., 
duccd to fuch a (hameful teft of her inte- 
grity. The fevere St. Chryfoftom would 
aot allow the opulent virgin to retain even. 
a male fervant under her roof. He laughs, 
at thofe who nmade the infirmity of their 
health a plea for this indulgence j and he 
draws a very ludicrous pidure of thofe noc- 
turnal occurrences, which his warm ima^- 
natioin fuggefted to him as arifing in the 
houfes, where the virgin miftrcfs was at- 
tended by a male domeftic. Having en- 
deavoured to prove, that women only ought 
to wait upon women, he clofes his addrefs 
to his female difciples, by difplaying, in the 
moft magnificent imagery, thofe high ho- 
nours, to which immaculate virgins are en- 
titled. 

" Remember,*' fays the eloquent enthu- 
fiaft, " in what quarter of the battle you are 
*^ ftationed — it is yours to Hand and com- 
** bat round the leader of the conflift, 
** round the perfon of the king himfelf. — 
^' As in every war the whole army capnot 

" occupy 
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« occupy thfe farat -^lind, but fome zfe 
** poftcd in the wings, fome in the cert- 
** trci fome ifi the rear, and fome in the 
** froflt of the al-ray j while others, whef'- 
« ever the king appears, appear alfo, and 
*' co-operate on every fide with him; thus 
** to the chofen band of virgins is this poft 
** of honour aBotted :— nor is it more the 
** offilce of thofe attendants who are decked 
« with habUimcnts of gold, who ride ott 
** horfes adorned with golden traippingi, 
*« who carfy the golden sirmoiir and the r^- 
«* gal gems, to denote the prfcfence of thiir 
« king, ftan it is the office of i Ht^ti to 
** Ihew the prefencc of her lord : thde dt- 
•• tendsbits, indeed, appear round the te^ 
** chM'idt of thekfovcragn; but tftei vii^h 
« may, if lh€ i^ willing, be Kke die chem- 
<• bim, aid he*ftlf becoiiifc the charidt d£ 
« het king." 

Sixth ite Ch6 daizling aiu) extfavs^aAt 

flints of faintly eloquence, by iHrUch tht 

ftmaks of the primitive church were ili 

lured to ft bfe (}f celibatJy, Visdrf vtif 

Vol. II. M wifdy 
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.wifely made the mutual attraftion of the 
two fcxcs fo very ftrong, that the moft ve- 
hement efforts of fuperftition often failed in 
attempting to keep them afunder, though 
the moft brilliant and feducing rhetorick 
was affiduoufly employed for this pur- 
pofe. 

Saint Chryfoftom, in the fecond part of 
his difcourfe, where he addreffes himfelf to 
the priefts who kept canonical virgjuis un* 
der their roof, very candidly acknowledges^ 
that it is plcafant to refide with women, ex- 
clufive of any matrimonial or licentious en- 
joyment J but he endeavours to convince the 
clergy, who indulged themfelves in this tem- 
perate pleafure, and afferted its innocence, 
^t their condition was little better than 
that of Tantalus. He enumerates the ma- 
ny evils that may arife to man from refiding 
with a female, even without a violaiSbn of 
their mutual chaftity $ and he compares a 
prieft, who has enervated his mind by llich a 
gratification, to a poor lion, whofe mane has 
i)t4n cut off. whofc teeth and talons have 

been 



OLD MAIDS. 163 

been taken from him, and who is metamor** 
phofed from the tremendous lord of the fo- 
refl into a wretched animal weak and ridi- 
culous. 

Vigilant and fblicitousas the fathers were 
to prevent this domeftic connexion between 
the priefts and virgins, there were many ob- 
ftinate offenders, who refitted and delpifed 
their public exhortations, and their private 
advice. The authority of the great St. 
Bafil himfelf was not fufficient to prevail on 
an aged prieft, whole name was Paregorius, 
to difmifs a canonical virgin refiding in his 
houfe : it appears,.fi-om a letter ftill extant, 
addrefled by St. Bafil to this old delinquent, 
that he pleaded the age of feventy as his ex- 
cufe, and refolutely oppofed the feverity of 
his malicious fuperior, who had attempted 
to rob his declining life of fo innocent 4 
comfort. St. Bafil, however, is very &r 
from admitting this apology; and clofcs 
his letter with a vehement threat of excom- 
municadon, if the aged Paregorius ftill 
M 2 fondly 
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fondly periifted m his attachment to his Gar 
attendant. 

Love and religion are often feund toge-* 
ther ; and arc never, perhaps, fo wann and 
vehement, as when they are united. The 
prieft, who attached himfelf to a canonical 
virgin, with the endearing appellation of 
fifter, was gradnally, and perhqis infenfiU^^ 
led to the higheft pitch of dtfinterefted paif- 
fion. The writings of Athanafius have 
incidentally preferved to m a very riie^ 
morabt^ example of the ftrange exccflcs 
Aaft may arife from this ardent afiedUon : 
• — ^Thc archbifliop of Alexandria, declauim- 
ing againft the wiekedhds and impudence of 
h^ ahtagonifts the Ariansi in his firft apo* 
logyt afi^rts thait, inftead of being afhamed 
of the crimes imputed to tbenfi, they perfe- 
vered, without a blufh, in their ofiences. 
« Leontius,*' eo»ntinues the primate, " be* 
*' ing tenfured on account of a young 
^ if^oman called Euftolia^ and forbid to 
^^ cohabit with htr^/acr^id hismanboed 
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^for bif/aki'^y^zt he might continue to 
**dwpll with her in feeurity." In his 
lepiftle to the jMonks^ A^hanafius Speaks 
§fgivn of l^is difinterefted lover ; aiid he 
there expre&lj a^rnxs^ that ^^ Leontujs had 
^ made this voluntary facrifice of himfc|f 
*^ for the liberty of fleeping with Euftolia, 
*' his ^fc, ac|Cording to his own account," 
(/ays the ang^ Saint) ^< though ftiU called 
^* a virgin," -T- The good-namted reader^ 
.who will fonfi^er the generous frailty of 
JLfGondi^ with lefs feventy than Athanafius 
xljd, n\ay rejoicCj perhaps, tp Lie informec^ 
iJiat ihe \q& of manhood did not prevent 
this a^diotute enthufiaft from rifuig to a 
mitre» The fan^ auftere faint, who has 
^idignfntly recorded his marvellous and 
unorthodox attachment tQ his Euilolia, ha^ 
fold us^ with equal jndignatioa^ that he was 
made a biihop. 

Of all the tender martyrs of loye, Leon- 
^us has, pertiaps, the ftrongeft t)4e to our 

Mj compaflionatc 
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compaflk>nate admiration; and I am in- 
duced to recommend his hiftory to our 
poets> from a perfuafion thatj in the hands 
of fomc impaflioned genius, his Euftolia 
might form a pleafing companion, and a 
potent rival, to the pathetic and enchanting 
Eloifc of Pope. — Before I clofe this fliort 
account of the prohibited domei^ic con- 
nexion between priefts and profefled vir- 
gms, it may be proper to obferve, that 
Dodwell fuppofcs this cuftom to have de- 
fcendcd to the primitive clergy from the 
moft illuftrious of the Pagan fages *. This 
learned critic imagines, that many an ho- 
ncft ^icathen Old Maid attached herfelf to 
fome eminent philofopher of her time, and 
was contented' with his doftrine, without 
alpiring to his carefles: he mentions the 
intimacy of Cicero and Cerellia as a cafe in 

* Erant enim apad Ethnicos edam foeminie, qu^ 
philofophi^ prstextu viroram faini]iantati, aiTuef- 
cercnt.^Inde cvmcrccKruv eccleliafticorum profluxerit 
exemplam a viris edam magnis philofophicifque 
f onunendatum. DiiT. Cyp. iii 

4 point* 
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point. That fuch an innocent but dan- 
gerous attachment has exifted, even in mo- 
dern days, we have a memorable and a 
mournful inftance in the hiftory of Swift 
and Stella. That Angular genius had the 
talent and the inclination to fport very 
cruelly with the paifions of women s but, as 
his ingenious and more manly godfon and 
biographer very candidly confeflcs, without 
the power to indulge them*. This inge-. 
nuous confeflion is, perhaps, the beft of all 
poflible apologies for the mifanthropical 
Jpirit imputed to Swift ; for they muft be 
impcrfcdt and uncandid judges of human 
infirmities, who do not expcft to find, end 
who cannot readily pardon, a large portion 
ofmifanthropy in a, great but unhappy cha- 
rafter, immaturely deprived, or never per* 
haps poffefled, of fo common yet fo inva- 
luable a faculty. — But peace to the aflies of 
this admirable writer! and peace to thofe of 
that fairer objeft of our compaflion, his uo- 

^ SeiB Mr; Sheridan's Life of Swift. 

M 4 fortunate 
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fertynate Stella, who had the ftf^nge mif^r 
fortune of uniting thofe djfcordarit titlcS| 
Wife, and Old Maid ! Majr her feypre anq 
uonxerited fatp be an eternal leffon tQ ?yery 
fcnfible and warmr-hearted (pinfter^ not tq 
contemplatp with too tender an admir^^on, 
cither the wifdonj pr the wit of My col(| 
philofopherl 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Pp MrthoSuSi Bijbep of Ofympus^ mi bis 
Banquet of Virgins. 

A SPIRJT of pious gallantry fo in- 
jTV flapTcd tbc firft writers of the church, 
that (heir p^ns were inceflantly employed in 
the piaife of confecrated virgins. Among 
the ^arly epifcopal champions of the fifterr 
hood^ Methodius was particularly diftinr 
guilhed by the purity of his zeal^ and the 
Platonic form of his compofition. We 
lia^e but few perfonal circumstances tranfr 
piitted to us qoncerfling this elegant cnco- 
miaft of virginity i who being firft bilhop of 
Plympus, and afterwards of Tyre, doied 
Jiis fcene of religious ^ory by acquiring 
fhe pali^ of martyrdom in the persecution 
pf Diodefian. Of the many writings which 
\yt is faid to have left, one alone has efcaped 
the ravages of time, and thi$, jalthpugh its 

title 
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title was fufficient to awaken curiofity and 
regard, did not find an editor till about the 
middle of the laft century : it is entitled, 
*^ The Banquet of Virgins," and bears an 
evident refemblance to the celebrated Ban- 
quet of Plato. Love had formed the great 
-theme of panegyric in the dialogue of the 
Pagan philofopher, and virginity is treated 
in a fimilar manner in the chafter compofi- 
tion of the Chriftian bifhop. I truft, that 
my fair readers will eagerly receive an ac- 
count of this curious performance, and the 
more fo, if I firft relate to them an anecdote 
from which it will appear, that the Ban* 
quet of Virgins, even before its publication, 
attracted the attention of a queen, a famous 
and learned queen, who had the ambition, 
like our Elizabeth, to rank herfelf in the 
order of Old Maids, though on a very du- 
.bious and difputed title. 

In the Paris edition of Methodius by 
Pierre Pouffines, a French Jefuit, who re- 
fided at Romc^ there is a letter from the 
editor to his friend Henri de Valois> which 

gives 
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gives an amufing account of a literary 
morning, that he paffed in the Vatican li- 
brary with feveral men of letters, and 
their royal patronefs Chriftina of Sweden. 
Among the curious volumes that Holften, 
the librarian, prefented to the company, 
there was a copy of Methodius : on the 
fight of It, the queen of Sweden faid im« 
mediately to Pouffines, *' Here is the book . 
^' that we eagerly expeft from you,*' al- 
luding to his tranflation of the Greek 
text, which he had juft completed, at the 
rccjueft of his friend the librarian. Before 
the Jefuit could reply to this flattering 
compliment, a man of diftinguilhed learn- 
ing, he tells us, interpofed in this mortify- 
ing manner: " From me^ moft illuftrious 
** queen, is the Banquet of Methodius to 
" be expefted ; I have occupied this 
" ground, nor Ihall I yield it to any one," 
— " I was ftruck dumb," fays the unlucky 
Jefuit, '*I confefsi for how could I op- 
" pofe a perfon, my fuperior in age, con- 
•* nefted with me in fricndftijp, a favourite 

'' at 
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^ at Rotne> and honoured, indeed, in aU 
** countries for his lingular merit. While 
^« I was inwardly lamenting my own fruit- 
«Mefs labour," continues Pouflines, ^^thc 
"queen took me afide, and faid, "What 
" can we do in this bufinefs ? have you 
" no expedient to propofe ?" — " Nonei'* 
replied the modeft though mortified Jefiiit^ 
«' but to withdraw, as becomes my time of 
« life and my profeffion." 

Widi the letter thus relating his difap- 
pointment, and dated in 1656, PouflineS' 
lent a copy of his Methodius to his learned 
friend at Paris, and in die following year 
it was handfomely printed in folio, ^t the 
royal prefs of that city. Though Pouflines 
does not mention the name of his fuccefsful 
rival on this occafion, yet we know, from 
the oftavo edition of Methodius, published 
at Rome in the preceding year by the cele- 
brated Leo Allatius, that he was the learned 
perfon allucjed to in the letter of the Jefuit. 
■ — But let U3 turn from the Editors to the 
work itfelf. 
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The Banquet of Methodius contains a 
feries of orations^ pronounced by eleven 
virgins, in honour bf vir^nity. To the 
eloquence of thefe fair and chafte orators 
we are introduced by a converlation, be- 
tween Gregorium, a female attendant of the 
virgins, and Eubulitis, luppofed to be a 
borrowed nanic for the pious author of the 
dialogue. 

"E uBu Li us. 

" Yoti are come very feafonatbly, Gre- 
** gorium ; for I was lately in queft of you, 
** fix>m a defire to learn fomtf particu- 
** lars concerning the aflembly of Marcella, 
** Theopatra, and the other virgins col* 
" leftcd at the banquet, and chiefly con- 
** ccmkig their difcouffes on chaftity } for 
" it is {mdi they contended on that tqptc 
^ with fuch fpirit stnd energy, that they 
"omitted nodiing which could illuftrate 
" their fubjeft : if, therefore, you are come 
^^ on any other bufinefs, wave it at prefirat, 
" and do not hefitate to give me the cir- 
** curhftandal narrative I requeftof you. 

" Gregprium* 
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*^ Gregorium. 
** I will attempt it.— But firft anfwer me, 
** Do you know Arete, the daughter of 
^« Philofophy ? 

" E U B U L I U S. 

'« Afluredly. 

"Gregorium. 

** Bebg invited into her garden, I mean 
" that towards the caft, we proceeded to 
« feafts on the fruits in feafbn ; ^ And I (faid 
" Theopatra to me, for I collefted all the 
" particulars from her *) I, and Procilla, 
" and Tyfiana, walked over a very rough, 
*^ diiHcult, and arduous road ; but when 
" we approached,* continued Theopatra, 
" ^ to the fpot, a majeftic and comeiy wo- 
** ijnan, advancing with gende grace, and 
*' clad in a garment of fnowy fplendor, 
^^ received us. She was, in truth, all celef- 

* This in an awkward parenthelis ; it would have 
been better if Gregorium had begun by faying, fhe 
fpoke only in the chara£ler of Theopatra, and was 
not herfelf prcff nt at the banquet. 






^ rial. 
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*' rial, inimitable beauty; a modeft (anc- 
" tity adorned her countenance j her look 
" exprefled both aufterity and mildnefs> 
" united in fuch a pleafing manner, as I 
" never faw before j in all points flie ap- 
" pcared negligent of her charms, and wore 
^^ no foreign ornament. This perfonage, 
" advancing with much joy,^ carefled each 
" of us with the endearments of a longab- 
*^ fent mother ; * O my daughters,' Ihe 
•^ exclaimed, * you have with difficulty 
" reached me, eager to conduct you into 
«* the field of perfcftion, after a journey in 
^^ which you have been alarmed by a va- 
** riety of reptiles ; for I furveyed you 
^^ from this eminence, often ftaggered in 
•^ your approach, and I was afraid left ye 
*^ nnight perilh by a fall from the preci- 
" pice; but thanks to that bridegroom, to 
** whom I have united you, my children, 
** and who has accomplilhed all things ac- 
" cording to our prayers/ Having faid 
^* this, * l-et us advance,' fhe criec^ ^ within 

^'th<? 
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** the boundairy, as the gates arc ycft open.^ 
**On our entrance, We found Thecia, 
*• Agatha, dnd Marcclia, prepared for the 
^ banquet. She tdld me, that Arete im- 
« mediately f^, *You aMb take your 
•* places here by thcfe your companions 5 
«' for we now happily amounted to the 
«* number ten. TThe fcene was fuperna-^ 
<« tural in beauty, and full of perfedt tran* 
^ quillity ; the air which pervaded it waS 
<» blended with the pUrfcft lights and was of 
« the fofteft tenipcrature. In the centre, A 
«ftream aS fmooth a^ oil afforded the 
^ fwecteft bcvei*age j its water^ limpid and 
«* purfe, formed itfelf into fountains, which, 
^ fprcaidihg Ukc a river, fupplied dl th^ 
^'garden with many copious fills. Thd 
" trees were 6f various kinds, and rich in 
« their recent burthens. Great was the 
<* beauty of their fririt, that bmg amiahk *. 
" The ground Was detoratcxl with never- 

* The Greek expreffion here has a fingular reiem* 
blance to the words of Milton^ nm^m awtvfovyatm 

^> ** fading 
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*^ fading and variegated flowers, that dif- 
^^ fufed the fwceteft fragrance. Near us 
** was a lofty agmis caftus *, under which we 
** refted, becaufe it was extenfive and Ihady. 

*'EUBULIUS. 

*^ Happy wonnan ! you appear to me to 
** be defcribing a fecond Paradife. 
"Gregorium. 

** Your remark is juft. — ^As foon, tihere- 
" fore, as we had partaken of every dainty 
*^ rcfreihment and various recreation, fo 
" that no delight was wanting, (he faid 
" that Arete thus introduced the fubjecft : 
*^ — * O my young damfels, the boaft and 
*' pride of my afpiring fpirit ! O ye lovely 
" maidens, who cultivate the unploughed 
" iields of Chrift with your virgin hands f , 
** fenough of food and feafting, for with us 
** all things are in perfedt plenty. What 
**^ therefore remains for me co wilh or to 

♦ A tree fo called, and facrcd to chaftity. 
>iUfAma^ avvfxftvTQtq x*f^** Methodii* p. 5,. cdit. Par. 

Vol. II. N ,« require? 
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.** rcqiirc? That .each of you v/ouldfayaiir 
^^ me with a Ipeech upon yir^inity. Let 
" Marcella begin, fince fhe is firfl: in place, 
" and alfo the feniori and when fhe h?is 
*^ well exercifed her talents, I will take 
" fhame to nnyfelf if I do not render her an 
'* objeft of envy, by fixing on her brow the 
" fpotlefs foliage of wifdom/ On this, * fhe 
" ftid, Marcella immediately beganj! 

As I fear the majority of modern readers 
would not reliih the pious prolixity of thcfcr 
rhetorical virgins, I omit even a litde fum- 
mary of their refpeftive orations. 

Arete clofes the converfation, by remark- 
ing, that purity of mind and body are 
equally efTential to conftitute the perfedl 
virgin^ She proceeds to commend and 
to crown the ten maiden orators ^ and tl^e 
entertainment concludes with religious fing- 
ing, Thecla faking the principal part, aofi 
"the reft of the affembly joining in the fol- 



. • Theopatra^ in whofc wwd» Grpgoriiim defcribes 
the fceite. 
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fowing ch^rusj which is frequently re* 
peated^. . 

" For thee I am chafte ; and, poffefling 
^' a refplendent lamp, O bridegroom, I rife 
*' to meet thee.'* 

. Upon Gregorium^s finiflling her account 
<>f .the banquet, Eubulius ftarts this curious 
and delicate queftioji : " Which are the 
^^ better virgins, they who are chafte from 
"^^ a quiet purity of conftitution^ or they 
" who in pradtifing this virtue are obliged 
^* to ftruggle with defire ?*' 

Gregorium haftily decides in favour of 
the firft; but Eubulius arguing the point 
widi her, much in the manner of Plato, at 
laft convinces her, by allufions to the phy- 
fician who fubdues a fever, and to the pilot 
who pafles through a ftorpi, that the palm 
of honour is certainly due to thofe maidens 
who have laboured through a fiery trial, 
and fuccefsfuUy contended with an impe- 
rious paffion. 

Such is the Banquet of Methodius ; which, 

.though certainly the produftion of a pious 

N 2 and 
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and elegant mind, is fo little adapted to 
modern tafte and manners, that I dared not 
vepture on a more ample dcfcription of it. 
The preceding abridgment may, I think, 
be amufing to many readers, as it will ren- 
der them acquainted with a Angular com- 
pofition but litde known, and as it forcibly 
fliews, that, among the early pallors of the 
church, one of the favourite points that 
piety and learning purfued, was to increafe 
the multitude of Old Maids. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

On St. Atbanqfiusy and his Panegyric </n Fir- 
ginity. 

AS many moft eminent fathers of the 
church appear to have contended for 
the palm of eloquence on this tempting 
ground, and fucceffively exerted all their 
powers of perfuafion in magnifying the 
merits of virginity, I intend to give a little 
fketch of their relpeftive compofitions> in 
chronological order.— The next holy en- 
comiaft, who feems to have honoured the 
canonical virgins with an exprels-panegyric, 
is the celebrated Athanafius, who became 
bifliop of Alexandria in the year ^'^6. 
Though we find, in the printed works of 
this illuftrious faint, a litde treatife in praife 
of virginity, it is proper to remark, that the 
moft judicious of the Catholic critics will 
not allow this to be the genuine produdlion 
N 3 of 
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of Anthanafius. It confifts of good advice 
to the. pious virgin on the articles of dreft 
and prayer. 

In fpeaking of holy meditation, Athana- 
fi09> or whoever the author may be, has a 
. paflage that ftrikej me as fublime ; " Re- 
" member,'* fays he, " the twelfth hour ;, 
<* for in that otar Sziviour defccnded into 
*' hell ; hell fliuddered in beholding him^ 
" and cried afoud. Who is he that cometh 
**" with great power ? who is he that tram-r 
*^ pleth on the brazen portals of hell, and 
**' unbindeth the chain, of my captives ?" 

Ittithc clofe of this treatife, after deliver^ 
log naany precepts in a very clear and fimplc 
ftyle, the atithor breaks forth into a fervid 
and magnificent panegyric on virginityj 
which he calls a precious pearl, not vifible 
to the multitude,, and found only by few *. 
He concludes with the following remarkable 
expreffipn: " Thefe things have I written 
*^ ro thee, my dear fifter, thou, dancing girl 

^ of 
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'' of €brift *. " The teamed I)uJ)in cdnfi- 
ders this indecent metaphor as a proof that 
the treatife in queftion is not the genuine 
work of Athanafius. * ' 

But if fuch an argument were lufHcient 
to prove a faint not the author of produc- 
tions afcribed to him, the whole band of 
faintly writers might be almoffi reduced to 
nothing, fince the zeal of the Catholic far- 
thers, even when they ^re pfaifing. coniti- 
nence, is very apt to hurry them into die 
ule of an indelicate or voluptuous image. 

If the treatife in queftion is riot, in truth, 
a work of Athanafius, it cohtVms, however, 
fuch fentiments on the fubjeft as he i$ 
known to have profefled. In ond unquef- 
tjoned prodiicSlion of this illuftrious faint, 
there is a paffage which not only (hews hi$ 
unbounded refpeA for virginity, but ex- 
plains^ to us, in fome degree, the reafon of 
that extraordinary and indefatigable ardpur 
with which the fathers in general allured 

* X^flVTfO Xgl0T«t 

N 4. . Aft 
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the young females of their time into an 
eternal abftinence from wedlock. 

In the clofe of his apology to the emperor 
Conftantius, the J^irited Athanafius inveighs 
with great indignation againft the grofs in- 
juries which die religious virgins hqd fuf- 
fered from their Arian perfecutors ; and he 
introduces his animated invedive againft 
the brutality of thefe ruffians, by a Ihort 
but fignificant encomiurii on the virgi- 
niiy which they infulted. « The Catholic 
** diurch/' fays the indignant faint, "is ac- 
" ciiftomed to call the females, who pof- 
" fefs this virtue, the fpoufes of Chrift ; and 
^f even the Gentiles look upon them with 
" wonder, as the temple of the fVordi 
*' for in no other fed is the venerable and 
*' heavenly profeflion juftiy fupported, but 
" among us Chriftians alone ; 'and tbis^ 
** therefore^ is a great and f articular evidei cf^ 
** that with us there is ajfuredly the true re^ 
" ligion *." • 

* MaA»0T« ya^ x«{ rtfro yi,tya rtiLf»,n^i^9 ta^'t, rv vm^ 

San6l. Athanail 
VoL L p« 698. edit. Colon. i626. 
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We can no longer wonder at the eager- 
nels of the fethcrs to increafe the multitude 
of monaftic virgins, when we find they^ 
could thus produce them as an argument to, 
confirm the truth of Chriftianity. Hiftory^ 
perhaps, can hardly fliew us a more lament- 
able abufe of reafon than this, by which an 
inftitudon, certainly inconfiftent with the 
general good of mankind, and of courfc 
inconfiftent with the genuine fpirit and prin- 
ciples of our benevolent religion, is un- 
worthily called a ftrong evidence of its 
truth. 

It is plain, from this pafifage, that Atha- 
nafius gave litde or no credit to profeflions 
of virginity among the heathen i and his 
aflerrion, to confidcr it in a more ludicrous 
light, is certainly uncandid towards the Pa^ 
gan Old Maids. Some fucceedbg faints, 
in their encomiums on virginity, have 
treated thefe ancient ladies with a more li- 
beral refpeft, as we Ihall fee in the courfe of 
our enquiries. I will clofe this chapter by 

obfcrving, that a faint of Alexandria^ who 

wrote 



^ U S S A Y ON 

*?fo«c many ytifs before Atlianafius, allows 
dilt aferflafe fodet/exiffed among the In- 
diana, ^ t^ho continued virgins, were called 
^ Venerahky and feemed, by ftudying the 
«f ifeifs, to atcjuirie the powers of di\rina. 

• St# Clem^nf of Alexandria, in thb 3d ' book, o^ 
\ai Strmuna, tfr MiT^^H^nies^ page 539 of the Oxford 



C H AP. 



OLD M A I IF S. iSy 



C H A P. V. 

On Saint Bafti^ aud his Panegyric in Vir^ 
ginity. 

AMONG the many ecdefiaftieal v^ri- 
ters of the fourth century, there is 
no Charafter more ei?ftinei;st than St. Bafil^ 
who fucceeded to tshe bi^Siopi-i^ of Caeferca^ 
in 2,6g. He has been diftinguifhed- by ther 
appellation of Gr^^/,,and has reeeived> per- 
haps,, a ftill higher title, in being, cailed the 
Chriftian Demoftheties.. 

In the works of this^ eloquent &iBt, wef 
have a long and elaborate difcourfe on the 
incorruptible perfeSiion af vir^nity. He prow 
fefles^ in the opening of this di&our&y 
which is s^ddpeiled to aa epifoopal brodi^r, 
$0 draw a large and coniplcK pifture o£ 
true virginiiy at fulLkngth^j awd this pic- 
ture I fliall now aaemj>t t(^ copy, but ia 
jhe fizq of a miniature. 

Saint 
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Saint Bafil begins, by aflerting the great 
excellence of virginity : and, to explain this 
confiimnnate excellence, as he fays, in a 
fingle fentcncc, he affirms, it is by this 
virtue alone that a human being can re- 
femble God. As this is the prime idea, on 
wliich almoft all the fathers have grounded 
their exceflive praifes of monaftic celibacy, 
I fhall digrefs into one obfervation con- 
cerning it. — Although this idea had cer- 
tainly a very dazzling efFeft, when embel- 
lifhcd by faintly eloquence; yet, if juftly 
examined, it exhibits, to a mind not tinc- 
tured with fuperftition, a very ludicrous 
abfurdityj for in truth it is faying, that a 
human being can only refemble the great 
Author of all things, by producing nothing. 
Surely it would be more confiftent, both 
with reafon and piety, to fay, that if human 
weaknefs may in any degree afpire to an 
humble refemblance of the Divine nature, it 
muft be in the tender and faithful difcharge 
of thofc duties which belong to the paren- 
tal charafter.— But I return to St. Bafil. 

- Having 
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Having aflerted the infinite value of vir- 
ginity, he copioufly pnunierates the hiany 
danger^, to which fo precious and delicate a 
treafiire is expofed. He fully explains to 
the pious virgin how an infidious enemy 
may encroach on her unfufpcfting inno- 
cence, through the avenues of her five fenfes. 
He dwells on the peculiar perils that belong 
to each 5 and explains how the gratification 
of her palate, though apparandy innocent, 
may infenfibly lead her to the lofs of her 
chaftity. . He obferves, that our nature con- 
iifts of a rational and irrationl part; that 
the Creator has made man like a centaur *> 
giving him a manly form from the head to 
the breaft, and affigning to his lower half 
the nature of a beaft. St. Bafil proceeds to 
fhew the necefllty of keeping this inferior 
^ivifion of the human frame in perfed fub- 
jeftion to the fuperior and jnore noble partj 
and this, he fays, is chiefly to be efFeded by 

•/>ft«ror, &c. Sanft. Bafil, de vera Virginitate, 

torn. i. p. 615., 

refufing 
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i^fiog to indiulge the palate with any Ik-^ 
votary viands.-«-Having Expatiated on the 
daf^;ers arifing from the fenCt of taftmg, hfi 
proceeds to the moft perilous of all, the 
istxk of deling : and <mi thts point he feems 
to tfcink it imfdoflSble to arm the virgin with 
fioo great a degree of -caw^ibw.— ** Since/* 
i^Kdakns the £iij|t, ** there is a fire in all 
^ our Umb$, thofe who wi(h to preferve the 
•* body entirely free from burning, muft 
•** avoid the ttxich of every iimb, Idl die 
'* energy of this fire, redding in parts, 
^^ Ihould jbe thus communicated, not only 
*• to the part which has been touchedj but 
^* to the whole body, and to the very foii 
** itfeif. As the throwing of a ftone into a 
<•* refervoir does not only agitate that part 
■*' of the water on which the ftone fell, but, 
•« raifing circles one after another, drives 
** them with a -continual agitation to the 
ff very nrwirgin— fo an amorous glance or a 
« fpeech> containing the fweets of liccn- 
" tious pleafui^, being vehemently thrown, 
*^ as it were, into the foul of a virgin, as 
& '' into 
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**into clear water, awakening otlier amo- 
** rous ideas, as in the deep, agitates hcf 
'* whole frame, which is ftrucl^ aec(M:ding 
>" to the fancy of the llriker." 

I haye tranflated this figurative paflige, 
not only as a Ipecinien of St.. Bafil's ela- 
jquerjce, but becaufe it contains a remarkr' 
able fiiTiile, which occurs no lefs than 
three fimes, as Dr. Wharton has obferv£d, 
in the writings of Pope. Whether he bor- 
rowed it from St.' Bafil, or not, I fhajl leav^e 
Jo the decifion of the critics, only tran- 
fcribing thofe lines of the poet which havp 
the ftrongeft appearance of being copied 
from the expreffiofis of the feint. 

/fs on thefmooth expanfe of cryfial lakes 
The Jinking ftone atfirfi a circle makes ^ 
The trembling furface^ hythe motion Jiirr'd, 
Spreads in ajecond circle y then a third ; 
JVideand more wide the floating rings advanci. 
Fill all the watery plain, and to the margin 
dance^ 

Temple of Fame, vcn 436. 

To 
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To proceed with St. BafiL— His dlfcourfe 
is full of metaphorical ornaments — :he calls 
the fenfes the windows of the foul, " which/' 
lays he, " either opens thefe windows, like 
*' a chafte woman, with care and modera- 
■* tion, to admit ufeful light, or looks out 
*• of them, like a harlot, to gaze on every 
*' licentious fpeftacle, and difplay her own 
'*• wanton vivacity." —Having Ihewn the ne- 
ceflity of fecuring thefe windows with many 
bolts, he points out to. the pious virgin the 
dangers that may attend her in fcenes of 
nuptial feftivity, and unreferved converfa- 
•tion. ' He tells her, that the difcourfe of a 
virgin fhould not only be extremely pure, 
it fhould alfo be moderate j fhe fhould ra- 
ther incline to hear others than to fpeak 
herfelf ; and, to prove the juflice of this 
maxim, the faint obferves, that nature has 
given her two ears, and only one tongue. 
•He excites her to the contemplation and the 
love of her celeflial fpoufe, with a magnifr- 
cencc of language highly calculated to dazzle 
and to iiiflame every female cnthufiafl. He 

expatiates 
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expatiates on the enormous fin of corrupting 
a canonicd virgin. He confiders even the 
touch of a fraternal hand^ and the falute of 
friendfhip, as dangerous familiarities. 

The faint^ having expatiated on all the 
rigid duties of monaftic virginity, addreffes 
the bifhop, to whom his difcourfe is in- 
fcribcd } and concludes by obfcrving, thar 
continence is the only efiedhial cauftic to 
fear and deftroy the multiplying hydra of 
licentious defire. 
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C H A P. VI. 

On SL Gregory Nazianzen, and bis Poem in 
Fraije of f^irginity^ — On/ome Laim Poets 
of the dark Jges^ who have written an the 
jame SubjeSl. 

THE next holy cncomiaft of virginity 
may undoubtedly be confidered as 
the moft extraordinary perfon that ever rc- 
flefted luftrc on the annak of the church ; 
for he united two charafters in himfel^ 
which fome morofc critics of modern times 
have fuppofed incompatible^ and was both a 
faint and a poet I mean the illuftrious 
Gregory Nazianzen, the frien4 of the great 
St. Bafil 5 whofe epitaph he has written, in 
fome of the moft afFeAionatc and pathetic 
verfes that friendfhip ever infpired j a com* 
pofition that does the more honour to this 
canonized poet, as Bafil had mortified his 
ingenuous pride, by placing him in the 

wretched 



OLD MAIDS. 195 

wretched and obfcure bilhopric of Safima; 
«rhieh he afterwards exchanged for the epif^ 
copal throne of Conftantinople, an irldbme 
fhough fplendid devarion j from whence h« 
retired, ih the year 381, to poetical folitude 
in the wilds of Cappadocia, where he ciofed 
his remarkable life^ im 399, at the ag(B of 
iSxty-two. 

Among the various produftions of this 
j&inted bard, we have a panegyric oi> vir- 
^nity, containing about ieven hundred 
yerfcs. A flight fketeh of this po^m will^ 
I truft, be amufing to my fair and eurioni 
readers* It opens with an air of triumf^ ; 

«* * Our palms J Virgmtyt JhaU bind thy hrp^-^ 
^' Fnm the furi^ heart fim with mekdiout 

^ jayy 
** T^ Jongs affurity !—fb$ beavptfy ze4 
^^ Of<(mtmnce is lifers moft fncims gifi^ 
<** Out'Jhming amber ^ PU0y, 4ndg(ddi 
^' 'Tts tins that hrfts the k(m4*g^ ef $ht 

^ worldy 

Q > "^ 4nd 
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" And lifts the btgh-ajpiring foul to HeiFoen. 
." ^jffiftyyc cbafte oneSy as the hymn hegins : 
" The virtuous all have part in Virtue^ spraife. 

f* AU baily Virginity ! from Godderiv'dy 

^^ Giver thyfe^ of good ! of Innocence 

*' ^e lovely parent, and affociate fit 

** For the unfettered fanSlities of Heaven P* 

. The poet proceeds to defcant on the 
heavenly powers> and to cekbrate the vir- 
pnity of the angels. He then touches on 
jhe evils that arifc from the flefh, giving a 
Ihort account of the firft formation of man> 
and the incarnation of Chrift 5 he confiders 
ow Saviour as coming to inftruft the world 
in the principles and praftice of true virgi- 
nity, " a condition," fays the poetical faint, 
" as much fuperior to marriage as heaven 
" is to earth, and a Divinity to a mortal.'* 
After thus magnifying the merits of con- 
tinence, the poet . indulges himfelf in bold 
and fpirited pcrfonificarion. He introduces 
Marriage aj)d Celibacy pleading in oppo- 

fition 
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fition to each other;— Marriage fpeak^ 
firft, and the poet feems to aft fairly, by 
throwing into this harangue many forcibte 
arguments in its favour j but, as I am un- 
willing to trcfpafs on the patience of my 
rea,ders, and apprehend that Tome of them 
may not relilh a very prolix fpccimen frorti 
the poetry of a faint, I (hall only tranflate 
the verfes in which Virginity is introduced 
as replying to Marriage, and a few of thd 
moft ftriking paffages in her Ipeech, 

*^ * ^bus Marriage. — ^beriy with mild and 

" modeft broWy 
*^ In tattered garments y atid with naked feet , 
^ With eyes to earth decMdy with parting lips ' 
*' Half open held by diffidence^ and cheeks 
*« Where the pure blood diffused anions glowy 
*' Virginity within her looferCd veil 
'^ Hid bet meek countenancey and mute re* 

" main^d. 
^^ Her let me thus encourage with duepraife!-^ 

♦ Toi« y«/*o?, &C. 

O 3 ." Offspring 
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<* O0pring df Heaven ! and fitb inheanmljl 

p&vDefy 
^^W»*dwkh theebmr of angels ^ tbmgb 0H 

^< edrtb 
* Oft deipikg ti apfeary in eanhlj Jbafe--'' 
^' Sfedk here in thy defence t while by thy ftdi 
^' I ftand tby guard i fery HeofOen-defcended 

*' queen! 
*' 75? we thou cmt^ji% Ande^^ may^Jl tbeu eomef 
*' Kindly attentive to thy fernimf s frayer /" 

" Wbojummons me relu^ant to tbisfcene ? 
^' Me, ever bent to/ervemy heavenly Lord 
** In daHy Mour^ and with nightly Jong, 
** IVith purifying frdyer, and tears that flow 
*' ^0 wajb duffty offences ? whoprefumes 
*^ To caUmefrom thefe pure and pious tajksi* 
** To idle conteftj and a war of words ?" 

With tHs* yindicatioi> of her own.hal*^ 
IbvO^ed dignity. Virginity begins her reply i 
profefTing to difregard the opinioijs of men^ 
Ihc declares that Ihe would not conde- 
fcend^ anfwer her antagonift, did fhe not 
trenzfale 



OLD MAIDS. 199 

^" Leftjbme one rais*dy 



** And fluttering in mid aify en the new flumes 
*' Of callow maidenhood^ Jhould quickly fink 
" ^0 earthy the viSlim of this artful lure:* 

On this confidcration ihe eiitcrs on a 
long attempt to refute all the argufnents 
which had been alledged by Marriage, her 
perfuafive opponent. She begins^ by a 
fubtle diftinftion, to invalidate the plea of 
utility and delight arifing from the pro* 
dufiion of children: ihe aMffiiSj that 
parents are parents only of the bodies^ not 
the mindsy of their ofispringj and, as a 
proof of this, flie afferts, that tfiey only la- 
ment the bodily infirmities, and not the 
mental diforders, of their progeny. 

This fatirical refleftion on parental foUy 
hardly affords fufficient ground for the infe- 
rence which the fair pleader wilhes to draw 
from it J but Virginity begins to drgue with 

tiag^sm; nonvnov m vTEfov eukft vafMJV 

O 4 ; morp 
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more found realbn, and with more poetical 
fplrit alfo^ when &e exclaims, 

^ What mortal can depend on giving birth 
** T^ojuch an offspring as his heart dejires ! 
*^ For who can tell the Jecret^ how to plant 
" The child rf happy or unhappy growth .^— 
*' J^he painter draws: the image he beholds 
' ^^ In his juft portraiture 'y the fculptor' s hand 
** Fully commands Jimilitude ofform, * 
" jind duSlile gold obeys his plajiic will ; 
** From perfeSlJeed the happy farmer rears 
*' T!he perfeSl grainy that anjwers to his hope : 
*^ Bitf the vain mortal, who would leave on 

*' earth 
" ji copy of him/elf (however great 
" His own integrity Jy cannot decide 
'^ Whether his genial efforts may produce 
" A Judas or a Paul 

€t j^o — infants are not moulded, to the wifb 
*^ Of a fond parent 'y buty as one whojeeks 
" Amujement in the turning of the dicCy 
** Throws themy uncertain whether he my 
*' throw 

''An 
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^ An odd or even number ; not bis hani^ 
^* But the vague movements of the dice decide : 
*' So marriage, gives not birth to good or bad 
** At the bare option of its votaries j 
** But as thefecret lawsy or the caprice 
** Of nature may defermine.^^ 

Having thus ftewn the uncertainty rf 

thofe parental delights, on which Marriage; 

appeared to pride itfelf. Virginity proceeds 

to a magnificent encomiunn on her own 

fuperior pleafures, her own beauty and ex*- 

celknce as the chafte Ippufe of Chrift. She 

then enumerates all die miferies that can 

af ife from the various incidents of married 

life. She concludes her oration by exhorting 

all who regard her to perfevere in a iingle 

ftate« and to place themlelves in Paradife by 

the merits of clmftity. 

The poet declares, that thofe i#ho heard 
the two pleaders, beftowed the. palm on 
Vir^ity, He concludes his poem, how- 
ever, in a manner much more candid than 
we might have expected from one paflage 

of 
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break through the chronological line which 
I intended to obferve, for the fake of exhi- 
bitmg, in one point of view, the little group 
of poets who fucccffively celebrated this 
miidenly perfc6tion. 

Be not alarmed, my good reader; I mean 
not to trouble thee with a long hiftory of 
iali the woeful verfc, which the idle monks 
have fcribbled on the continence of every 
fainted abbefs-j for though their fiftions 
are often bold, their poetry is feldom enter- 
taining. 

. Allow me, however, to terminate this 
volume with a brief account of the moft 
remarkable charadbers in the monadic quire 
ofchafte and pious bards, who re-echoed, 
through the dark ages, the inceflant praife 
ofvirginity/ 

. The firft of thefe, both in perfonal rank 
and in point of time, is Scxtus Alcimus 
Avitus, nephew to the unfortunate emperor 
of that name. The poet became arch- 
bifhop of Vienna, and, after afting a very 
jpufy and important part in the Chriftian 

world, 
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world, died, with a great reputation for 
faniStity, in the year 525. This venerable 
bard has addreflfed to his fitter Fufcina a 
poetical exhortation to monaftic virginity; 
a ftate to which, he tells^s, many females of 
his femily had been devoted. He excites 
the young Fufcina to the virtiies, that may 
become her religious thara(9ter, by various 
examples ; and, to teach her a brave con- 
tempt for unmerited calumny, he relates 
the following very Angular anecdote; which 
I have felefted, as the only amufing paflage 
in his long compofition. 

* ^e world has echoed with Eugenia* sfame^ 
Who nobly perijh'd for her Saviour' s- name j 
Buty ere Jhe gloried in a martyr' s fatey - 
Brave was her hearty and her atcbievements 

great. 

Her 

• Eugenia dstdum ioto ctUherrima mundo 
Famafuiu Chrifti qua cum pro nomine 'vitam 
Fuderit, ante t amen fortes procejjit in aSus ; 
Namque babitum mentita *viri, non proinde njirile 
Fe^us fraficitur fanSis afratribui abbas^ 

• "turn 
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Hfrfex difgmfing mtb a manly air. 

She Uv'd an Abbot in a boUfe af player i 

To reverend Monks Jhe tmgbt the words of 

truth, 
O^er age frefiding in the bloom ofyoutb» 
Tbe fiend againft herfrnm^dan bellijb plot. 
Her life to tbreaten, and ber fame to blot % 
But by ber innocence and modeft care, 
Tbe latmt virgin triumphed o^er tbefnare^ 
Beneath the boHt of a man concecd'dy 
Tbejadjbe comforted, tbefickjhe beal'di 

But 

Tum.ftftris officium complensy ae 'if eft i <viriU 
. ftemineum occult ans /vcum» muliebria J^revit, 
Et meritis anni/que grows, longdfue «utrendot 
Religione fines jwvenili rexit in avo* 
Tunc reSi impattens, omni qui tempore Jerpens 
Mille doios, /lamnique dries ter mille 'voltftat, 
Invidet Eugenia, etfari3um crebrefeere frendeus 
NoTnen, ad ajfuetas redtt undiqwt callidus arte^ 
Eugeniam quarens vulgo tradujcere ; *verum 
Siuofamam 'uiolart eupit^ petit iude eoronamp 
^ua/exum mfintita pie, cum muniapairis 
Sande exercexit, m&rhifque Irvaret adempiif 
^uotquot fuhfidium fan3a pietatt r^mrtntf, 
Jamdudum amMagrofois mabrtma, hnifite 
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Butjocn^ deluded by ber manly form ^ 
Amatrmy with licentious pajfion warm^ 
Triedy tho* in age^ with ber decaying charms 
To lure the youthful Abbot to her arms. 
WbenfoiCd (how love will hazard each r^ 

fource !) 
The old and defperate dame refoW don force* 
On her lone hedy in feign' d diforder laid^ 
She begs the fancied holy father's aid; 
And as he comes ^ with charitable pace^ 
Shefprings tofdze him in a loath" d mhraee. 

Th 

Nominir, infano qudt mox accenditttr igne 
rirginis, heufpecie infelix dtcepta vitili, 
Cumque pudicitiamfanaamt donifque doltfquf 
NoH/eml in'vafamyfrufira captare, nibilqui 
Profpre/enofit (quid non amor w^Uuiu^f) 
Addire^m'V€rUsftatmt\kn^fquerem9tu 
Jrbiiris^ morhum Jmulans, morhifui knmndS 
Suginiam cau/a ^pelUms, <tH uitiiitriUam 
Opprimtrc, inquefuQi in-vitam adducere ntxus $ 
lUa autm <oaUdo ftuprum clamore riptUeTft^ 
AvxiUumqui fiUns tnagna ntirtiUf ri0k\ 
Ergo luxufiaqut fiut msJtrwa pantnda 
CompUndiqut expes muUtr nud$piNUta tfpti, 
d fairs Eugem (qtudm dHBpia jpuoAitt 

0» 
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^e unknown virgin in the Ahhofs Jhape 
For fuccour cries y andjiruggles to efcafe, 
^e guilty matron J fr antic with, defpair^ 
Frames for the fancied pritfi an impious fnare ; 
Father Eugenius (fhe proclaims aloud, 
.^othe attentive flander 'loving croud J ^ ' 
Fatb^ Eugenius y with a brutal aim. 
Has tried to violate her Jpotlefs frame. 
To public jufiice fhe now makes appeal : 
The elders meet : and ally with curious zeal. 
All flock impatient to tV amazing caufe, 
Whoftknovelty a numerous audience draws. 
Eugenius now (foryftill in garb the fame, 
The Jeer et ,wrgin hears that manly name) 

Appears 

Oh mutatum bcAitum hnga affketudine plehes) 
Interpellatum fiupri fefe impia Jingit -, 
Inque forum vcat innocuam» quo protiuus omnis 
Turhafinum turhata coit, quo denique cunOi 
Attomti fufvitate ret matrefque *uirique 
Curruttt, Interea Eugenius (fie nefciafanSam 
Mdtrem furha voeatj populo JpeBante trihunalt 
Caufkm diShirus, tarn dirt criminist intrat; 
Btjamjqmque reum/ecreti ignara tenebat 
fuhtica vis, odio tanhim it^amnuua finiftro ; 

Cofifcia 
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\AppBars dgainft the horrid charge to fledd^ 
Believed by Envy guilty of the deed. 
TVheny with that pride which innocence allows, 
^e fancied criminal her fraud avows : 
Aftde Jhe throws her well-fuftain'd difguifej 
Confefi a maiden hy admiring eyes. 
27?' applauding populace with tranfportfee 
^he devil defeated, and the virgin free, 
^hus everfafe true Chajiify Jhall dwell. 
Secure to triumph o^er thefnares ofhdL 

Cou/cia cum fexus propriif cordlffque pudici, 
Vincitur ut 'uincat jam virgo innoxia fraudem 
Etfexum oftendit, dudum mentita 'virilmh 
Fofmineum, ac fraudes populo applaudente ntexh 
Damonls^'^XJfqut adeo cafii cuftodta *voti 
Semper tuta manetp multis licet a&a pro(ellis4 
Alcimus Avitus 

ad Fufcinam Sororem. 

The copy of Avitus^ wliich I have follow^, is 
printed in a coUeftion of the old ecddiaiScal poets, 
by George Fabricias. Bafil. quarto. I mention this 
circumftance, becaufe the ftory of Eugenia eontains 
many more verfe^ in the edition of Fabricius, than 
Mattaire has printed in his Corpus Poetarum Id* 
tinorum* 

Vot.II. P The 
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The fingular adventure of this female 
abbot willj I thinks induce niy reader to 
wiih for a few more particulars relating to 
4b interefting a perfonage i and> by the aid 
of that pious and gallant hillorian of holy 
virginsj Arthur du Monilier, I am enabled 
to add^ that Eugenia was the daughter of 
Philip^ a Roman of high rank^ who w^s 
pnefedb of Alexandria in the reign of Com<- 
modus. Sh^ was diftinguifhed by her per- 
fonal beauty, and adorned with every men- 
tal accomplilhment : her application to li- 
terature was great j her memory uncommon- 
ly retentive; and flie was equally eloquent 
in the Greek and Latin languajge. With 
thefe attradionsy at the age of fifteen flie 
was demanded in marriage by Aquilius, the 
ion of Aquilius the conful ; but the young 
- Eugenia, being converted to Chriflianity, 
made her efcape privately from her heathen 
parents, and, difguifing herfelf in the habit 
of a man, took refuge m a religious houfe, 
not far from Alexandria, Here Ihe met 
with the remarkable occurrences recorded 
2 in 
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in thf poetry of Avitus. It is &id that ilia 
converted both her patents to her new rc^ 
iigionj that her father fuffcrcd martyr- 
dom i and that Eugenia herfelf^ returning ta 
Rome with her mother, whole name w^s 
Claudia, experienced the fame fate, i^ the 
feign of Gallienus.— Such is die^ account 
given of Eugenia in the curious work of 
Du Mohftier, intitled, Sacrum Gynecaeum, 
a pious biogFaphical treafure, containing all 
the fanftified females of the Chriftian world. 
Her merits are celebrated by almofl: every 
writer who has touched upon the Catholic 
virgins; and her name is mentioned with 
honour by two fucceeding Latin poets, of 
whom I am now to fpeak. 

The firft of thefe is Venanrius Foptu- 
natus, a poet on whofe hiftory J enter the 
more willingly, as it is conne6ked with that 
of a feir lady,, who, if fhe were an Old 
Maid, as (bme of her biographers have af- 
ferted, was undoubtedly among the mod 
remarkable of the fifterhood, being at once 
a queen and a faint, a virgin and a wife. 
Pa Tbo 
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This fingular pcrfonage was the lovely prm- 
cefs Radegundai who, being taken pri- 
foncr in her infancy by Clotaire, king of 
the Franks, was married in Soiffons, at the 
age of fifteen, and in the year 538, to that 
favage hero, the deffcroyer of her father's 
kingdom, and the aflaffin of her brother. 
This unfortunate princefs is univerfally de- 
fcribed as a model of beauty ; but her per- 
fonal charms were furpaflfed by her piety. 
She wore an under vefl: of hair-cloth, and 
loaded her delicate body with a chain of 
iron. Du Monftier affirms, th^f, although 
fhe lived a few years with the king her huf. 
band/ihe obtained from that^ amorous mo- 
narch the privilege of remaining a virgin. 
The more modern author of that amufmg 
book, intitled " Anecdotes of the Queens of 
France *," is inclined to prove the falfhood 
of this problematical faft, by the cxprcf- 
fions of her firft biographers, who defcribe 

* Anecdotes des Reines et Regentes de France, 
6 torn. 1776. 

her 
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her as rifing early from the bed of the king. 
But without venturing to decide on fo.nice 
a queftion, I (hall proceed in the more cer- 
tain hiftory of Radegunda,-— After refiding 
three years widi Clotaire, fhe obtained his 
permiffion to retire j and, founding an abbey 
at Poitiers, fhe enjoyed in it all the tran- 
quil pleafures of religious retirement. She 
poflefTed an afFeftion for literature -, and fhe 
was happy in . the fociety of two the moft 
eminent authors of that j^c, Gregory bilhop 
of Tours, the hiftorian, and Fortunatus the 
poet, who had the honour of being fecretary 
to the pious Radegunda, and was promoted 
to the bifhopric of Poitiers. 

Fortunatus was an Italian, of an elegant 
mind* and infinuating manners: it was pro- 
bably to flatter the chaftie fancy of his royal 
miflrefs, that he compofed his fingular poem 
" On a celeftial Synod, and the Virtue of 
Virginity*." This performance opens 

♦ Dc Senatu Curiae caleftis, et Virtute Virginitatis. 
Fortunati Poem. Lib. 7. 

P 3 with 
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i0^ith a ft)ft cbaVocation of all tbc enunent 
heavenly virgins and martyrs j when diejr 
diVt afiembicd -before die throne of God, 
Ihe Voice of the Dlvinky ann^mnces his de-> 
fign of rewarding die pious and ehafte pa£* 
gon of- an earthly n^aiden, and defcribejs 
tiie holy tendemc& and ardour with which 
flife panted for a celeftial fpoiafe* The 
verles that include this defcription arc rc^ 
cnarkafeiy ipirited and elegant, for the age in 
which they were oompofed 5— the maiden is 
reprefented as thias venting the fond enthu- 
fiafitiofher foul: 

* Tdl fne^ where an thouy whom I die to fee t 
' fFhere is the latertl road that leads to thee f 
How would I hafte myJouVs defire to meety 
Cpuldftarry fatbsjup^ort my pendent feet / 

Now 

^ ArV uhifis quifUe^eSlo gemens, qun \tg urhe fequiram^ 
^M^vejefu^, MtUisfemt'a fiofalatis: 
Jffa 'venire 'velim proper ans, Ji pojfet in aflris 

Fendula^deream plant a tenere *viam. 
i^uncfine tefufcis gra<viter nox incuhat alts, 
Jpfa^ue/ok means eft mihi caca dies, 

hitim. 
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Now Without thee I feel ofprejive night. 
And dark to me the juris meridian lights 
In vain the ricbeft flowers their fragrance 

Jhedi 
For dlthefweets of earth to me are dead. 
Each faffing cloud to fee thee Ifurfucy 
For love direSls to heaven my wandering 

view : 
1 blefs theftorm on which thy feet have trod. 
And ajk the winds where I may find my God. 

Having proclaimed die merits of this chafte 
and fervent devotee, the facred voice de- 
clares, that fhe fhall poflefs the fanftity (he 
defires; and her name is inroUed in (he. 
eternal regifter*. The poet, proceeds to 
tell, how the newly-confecratcd virgin is dc- 

Liliat narcijus, 'viola, ro/a, nardus, amomum, 

ObU^ant animos germina nulla fneos, 
Ut te confpidaMpirfingida nubila pendo, 

Et fvagapir nebulas lumina duett amor* 
Bcce procello/os/u/pe£ia interrogo 'ventw, 

^id mihi de Dwiino nunciet aura meo, 

* ^omen perpetuo fcribitur inde libro« 

P 4 coratcd 
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coratcd with all the jewels of heaven; he 
affirms, however, that the chafte and humble 
virtues are her beft ornaments ; he magni* 
fies the excellence of virginity compared to 
the miferies of a married life^ and he con-^ 
eludes with a prayer, addreffing the whole 
poem to the ^haftp and pious Agnes, whom 
his royal miftrefs Radegunda had raifed to 
rfie dignity of abbefs, in the religious houfe 
which Ihe herfelf had founded^ Perhaps it 
may be a groundlefs conje6hire, but I am 
inclined to believe that Fortunatus com- 
pofed this poem with infinite art, intending 
an oblique and concealed compliment to the 
problematical virginity of Radegunda her- 
felf^ though in the clofe he addreffes himfelf 
to Agnes as the virgin, who had thus made 
a kind of holiday in heaven. My cohjec- 
ture arifes from the following remarkable 
circumftances : — In phe long defcriptipn of 
this eeleftial ceremony, the name of this vir- 
gin, fo interefting to all the powers of hea- 
ven, is not once mentioned, although it is 
&id to be infcribed in the eternal volume, 

T}ii§ 
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This fingular omiflion perfuades me, that 
the poet wifhed to compliment fome lady as 
a virgin of uncommon fandity, whom he 
did not think it prudent to name^ His cold 
manner of addreflSng the poem to Agnes, 
appears to me as a kind of maflc to his real 
intention. Befides> there axe fome palTages,, 
in his enthufiaftic defcription of the chafte 
female fo highly honoured by Heaven, which 
do not agree with the condition of Agnes, 
and may be applied with an elegant pro- 
priety to his royal miftrefs Radegunda. Af- 
ter defcribing this anonymous virgin as de- 
corated widi a long catalogue of celeftial 
jewels, the poet exclaims : 

* Decked with thefe gems a heavenly queen 

JheHl reign. 
And ruky a virgin^ o^er the angelic train. 

. There is alfo another poem of Fortuna- 
tu§, exprefsly on the virtues of Radegunda, 

♦ His cumulata honis thalamo reginafedehit^ 
i^tqut folifohoUmfuh pede 'virgo premet* 

in 
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in which, after hzting compared her to the 
moft celebrated of the holy virgins, fbr 
diarity and abftinence, for devotion and 

fortitude, he adds, 

^ ♦ tdjpittk thyfartbir merits I nfraini 
Which ffcm tiy cimfcious Gcdfull glory gMu 

Such are the grounds of my conjedturc • 
ivhether Radegunda was in truth an Old 
Maid, and whether her ingenious fecretary 
intended to pay her an oblique compli- 
mept for the peculiar delicacy With which 
fte has been fuppofcd ta acquire and fup- 
port that venerable charafter, are points 
which I muft now leave to the difcuflion of 
the curious. However great the chaftity 
of this pious queen might be, it has not ef- 
caped detraftjon ; and our poet himfelf ha$ 
been fufpcfted of poffeffing too lively an 
intercft in her heart. Some late biogra^ 
phcrs of the fair royal faint have confix 

« Catera nunc iaceam melius, quia tefte Tonante, 
Judicioqui Dei, glorijicata manent* 

d^red 
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dered this calumny as die imme<£ate iug« 
geftion of the devil, provoked by the pecu- 
liar purity of Radegunda i but it 2pptzT% to 
have arifen rather from the careleilheis ci 
fome early writers, who, finding in the po-« 
ems ofFortunatus, that he had been accuied 
of being a little too fond of the abovemen- ' 
tioned Agnes, made a miftake in their ac- 
count of this matter, and transferred hia 
fuppofed afFcdbn from the abbcis to the 
queen. The truth feems to be, that Fortu- 
natus lived in a very pleafing and innocent 
femiliaricy with thefe two pious ladies. 
They amufed themfelves in lending little* 
prefents of fweetmeats, and other monaftic* 
delicacies, to their ingenious friend. He 
acknowledged their fevours with poetical 
gallantry. The cKtempore verfes which he 
compofed on fuch occafions are printed 
widi his poems j they do honour to the ten- 
dernefsof his heart, and the elegance of hi$ 
genius ; but though they often breathe the 
warm Ipirit of affedion, they are far fron> 
growing any (lain on the purity of his mo- 
rals. 



IM ESSAY ON 

rals. His royal miftrefs is faid, by. the 
authors of the Literary Hiftory of France, to 
have ended her life in 587 : our poet died 
in 609, and his feftival is yet celebrated at 
Poitiers, on the 14th of December* 

The following pious herald of chaftity 
in the dark ages was an illuftrious charaftcr 
of our own country. I mean the great 
Aldhelm, bifhop of Shireburn in Dorfet- 
fhire, during the Saxon heptai*chy. This 
canonized bard was not only diftinguifhed 
by peculiar fanftity, but excelled in the 
filler arts of poetry and mufic, and has been 
celebrated as the perfon who introduced 
Latin verfe into England. 

His poetical talents were great indeed, 
for the period in which he flouriflied ; and 
he exerted them in a compofition of heroic 
verfe, extolling the mod eminent votaries of 
virginity, both male and female. In the 
letter catalogue the following are his he- 
roines — the Virgin Mary, and the Saints 
Caecilia, Agatha, Lucia, Juftina, Eugepia, 
Agnes, Thecla, Eulalia, Scnolaftica, Con- 

ftantina. 
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ftantina, Euftochium, Demetrias, Anafta- 
fia, Rufina Secunda, Anatolia, Vidoria. 

As a fpecimen of Aldhelm's poetry, I 
(hall feleft his verfes on Cascilia, whofe ta- 
lents have rendered her the moft interefting 
of female faints, 

* fFba^ happy page with lively praife may frame 
Ajuft memorial to Cecilia's name^ 
Who led her bridegroom* sfouly by lejfons pure^ 
^ofpurn corporeal joy* s luxurious lure ! . 
^ho* fam'dfor muftc's melting powers^ the fair 
Efcap'd from worldly pompy and pleafure^s 
fnare. 
^hus Jhe begany when, on her bridal nighty 
Her glowing conjort claimed his blifsful right : 

« For 

* . Porro Ceecili^e 'vi*vacem condere laudem 
Slute 'valeat digne metrorum paginal verfu ? 
^a f^nfum prqfrium convertit dogmate /an3op 
Mellea cdfnoti's contemnens ludicra luxus^ . 
Bafia dum potius diUxit dtdcia Cbrifti, 
Candida prapulchr is comple3ens colla lacertis^ 
^am'vis harmoniis prafultent organa multis 
Mufica pierio refonent et carmina cantu^ 

N011 
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** For me heboid I for nw," the virgin cries, 
<' J tutelary ^rit quits thefitks : 
** He, my bleft fatron !bya kind decree 
** Is bound framjenfud love to keep me free : 
^ No mca^tal, himmg with impure dejSre, 
** May dare to touch me with licentious fire : 
'* My heavenly champion, with angelic fway, 
^ Would force the rafb invader from hispr^y'^, 
^e pious bride converted thus her lord; 
His ancient error he withjcorn abhorr'd. 

In 

Non tamen infUxitfaUax pr^teordia mentit 
Fompa profiinorHm, qua n^Qit retia /an£iis, 
Ne forte proper et paradifi ad gaudia miles. 
Talibus interea compelietts lixiius infit, 
Pumfecretapetunt concejfa lege tororum i 
«* Jngelus eit,*^ inquit, **fuperis trdnavit ab ajtris ! 
^ IKc me^patronus calefti J^ere fulcity 
•* Vf n^qu^etht prorfus quidquam carnalis amare : 
•* Namqke-4keumjugiter confer^vai cerpus in avutfh 
** Ut nullus 'valeat, fpurco/uccenfus amore, 
^ Contre^are mea probro/o crimine membra ; 
** Sed mox angelicis ulcifcens vindicat armis^ 
«« ^i me poUutis nitUntur prendere palmisJ* 
Sic devota Deo conijertit femina/ponjum ; 

Nfc 
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In nmm cbafte the martyr's crown tbeygain^ 
J»d Hemcn rcpu^^s tbmfor tbdr tncrtalfaia^ 

Suqh is Aldhelm*s panegjrric on the cc- 
lcbrate4 St. Caeciliai and, as it may amufe 
the curious to compare this mitred bard 
with our old poet Chaucer, who has told 
the feme marvellous ftory, I (hall infert in a 
TOte a few lines from the latter *. 

The 

Nee mon et levirum /ohens errore veti^^ 
Donee credentisfumlfiffent dma latMcrii 
Fa8i mumcipis ip fummis arcibus ttmhti 
Martyres effect carnis tormenta luenfei^ 

Saaa* Althelmus de Laude Virginttm. 

In Camfii Thefatti:o> torn* L p. 742. 

The learned reader will readily pardon fomc pmif- 
fions in the tranllation of thefe vcrfes, 

• The night came, and to beid$ mufi fif$ gut 
With hire h^Jbondy as it is the nanm ; 
Attdprively Jbe faid to him anoa^^ 
O fwett and 'iud hehved /fou/e lifre^ 
Ther is a con/til, and ye <w9l it here^ 
Which that right fayn I <woid uaio ycu Jitu^ 
Sa that ye /were ye <wd1 it not kiwram* 

Falerime 
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iThc poem of the Saxon biftiop is to te 
confidered only as a kind of fupplemcnt to 
his elaborate treatife in profc on the fame 
interefting topic. The author of Aldhelm's 
Life in the Biographia Britannica has, by 
trufting to the authority of Bede, com- 
mitted a miftake in his account of thefe fe- 
parate performances, which he reprcfents as 
^ filmic work of verfe and profe intermixed. 

They 

Valerian ganfajt unto hire /were, 
Tbatfh^ MO cms, ne thing that might i ht^ 
Hi JhuUi nruer to nou hewraien here ; 
jtnd then at erfi thus to him /aide Jbe^^ 
, J hafoean Angel, auhich that loveth me. 
That 'with gret love, lAjher fo I 'waii, er Jlepe» 
Is redj ay my body for to kefe, * 

Jlnd if (fiat he may felen one of drede, 
That ye me touch or love in vilanie. 
He right anon nvol Jleen you with the deJe, 
, Jnd in your youthe thus ye Jhulden die : 
And if that ye in clene lo*ue me gie. 
He twolyou love as me, for your clentnejje. 
And Jhew to you his joy e and his brightnejfe. 

This 
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they are not only diftinft produftions, but 
have been pubiiftied apart. It appears that 
the prolaic effay was firft written, as in the 
clofe of it the author intimates his de- 
fign of handhng the fanie delicate fubje6t 
once more, in verfe* 



This Valerian^ correSed as God fwoU, 
Anjhuered agatn^^lf I Jhal truften thee 
Let me that Angel feen, and him behold^i 
And if that it a *veray Angel be 
^han *wol I dm as thou haft prayed me. 
The fecond Nonne's Taje.^ 
Tyrwhitt's Chaucer, voLiiL p. 70. 

It is juftly obferved by this excellent editor, that 
Chaucer originally compofed his ftory of Caecilia as 
a feparate work, and afterwards united it to the Can- 
terbury Tales — that he clofely copied the Life of 
Saint Cscilia in the Golden Legend of Jacobus Jan- 
nenfis — ^and that he mentions his own performance in 
the lift of his laudable and pious works. 

And for to fpeke of othir holineje. 
He hath in prefe tranjlated Boece^ 
And made t hi Life alfo of Saint Cecile^ 

Legende of good Women. 

Vol. !!• Q^ As 
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As this chapter is already longer than I 
intended, I fliall only felea one paflage from 
hijs prolaic treatife> exhibiting a moft An- 
gular fcalc of virtue (if I may ufe fiich an 
exprdfion) by which human merit was 
*meafured in the age of this accomplilhcd 
faint. " * It is recorded/' fays Aldhelm, 
** in a certain volume, from the narration 
" of an angel, how virginity, chaftity, and 
" wedlocks differ from each other, and 
" mark, in three degrees, the quality or 
" worthinefe of life; how, according to the 

• In quodam volumine angelica relatione refertor, 
quomodd virginitas, caftitas> jugalitas, tripertitis gia* 
dibu$ feparatim differant; quse^ iicut trifaria difparu 
yitx qualitate, figillatim fequeftrantur ; ita difcretis 
nieritorum ordinibus tripliciter dirimuntur, angelo 
4oc modo alternatim diiiinguente : ut fit virginitas 
nurum, caftitas argentum, jugalitas xramentum; ut 
fit virginitas divitiae, caflitas mediocritas, jugalitas 
captivitas; us fit virginitas fol, caftitas luna, juga- 
litas tenebrse; ut fit virginitas dies, caflitas aurora» 
jugalitas nox.— P. Aldhelmi Liber de Laudibus Vir- 
ginitatis^ cap. . xix. edit* Whaiiton, 4to. London* 
1692* 

*^ angel'i 
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" angcPs difcrimination, wginity is gold, 
^ chaftity filvcr, and wedlock brafs ; how 
** virginity is wealth, chaftity a competence, 
" and wedlock poverty; how virginity is 
*' peace, chaftity redemption, and wedlock 
** captivity j how virginity is the fun, chaf- 
'^ tity the moon, and wedlock darknefs; 
" how virginity is day, chaftity the dawn, 
" and wedlock night." 

The ingenious prelate continues to iUuf- 
trate this angelical divifion of human me-*^ 
rits by many more metaphors of equal 
force, and then tells us the precife meaning 
of thcfc three fignificant terms — a neceffary 
explanation, as, without it, a modern reader 
would be litde able to underftand the ano- 
nymous angel thus quoted by Aldhelm ! 
" Virginity," fays the good bilhop, /* is a 
** voluntary attachment to a (ingle lifej 
^ chaftity is that ftatc of purity obfervcd 
'* by thofe who, after the ceremony of 
<^ marriage, feparate, and abftain from ma- 
'* trimonial intercourie, for the fake of 
*' heaven^ defpifing that ordinary wed- 
Q^z " lock 
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" lock by which children arc lawfully pro- 
'' duced." 

This very curious triple eftimate of hu- 
man merit occurs alfo in the poem on vir- 
ginity; and, as that poem is extremely 
fcarce, I Ihall tfanfcribe the verfes. 

Humani generis triplex diftantia fertury 
^^e modo per mundum triquadro car dine degity 
Etftudet in terris mercari regna Tanantis. 
Denique nmnullosjortitur vitajugaHs, 
^i reSfe vivunt conceffa lege tororum^ 
Et pracepta Dei toto conamine mentis 
Confervare Jiudenty thdami Juh jure manentes^ 

Poftbac cajlrorum gradus alter y et ordoje-- 
cundus 
Subfequitury nuptiy qui jam cmnubiajpemunty 
Ac indulta fiUJcindunt retinacula luxus. 
Lurida linquentes Jpurca confortia camiSy 
Ut cajlis proprium confervent moribus avum^ 
Bum connexaprius tbakmorum vincula rum-- 
punt. 

Tertia virgineis fulgefcit vita lucernisy 
Cujus pracellit prafatos infula ritus. 
Mundani luxus calcans ludibriafalfay 

X Firginitas 
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Virginitas Jummo virtutum yertice floret y 
Dum/oror angeliae conftet cajiiffima vita. 

Sanft. Althclmus, ut fupra. 
Such was the doftrine of the famous 
Aldhelm, which throws a confiderable light 
on the praftices of the times in which he 
lived; when the great purpofe of marriage 
was often defeated, as in the cafe of King 
Edward the Confeffor, by a vain pretenfion 
to fuperior fanftity. This poeucal prelate 
was fo paffionate an admirer of pure virgi- 
nity, that he put his own continence to 
many Angular and dangerous trials. \% is 
related by his elegant and afFeftionate bio- 
grapher, William of Malmlbury, that Ald- 
helm did not, like other priefts, avoid the 
company of women, but often detained 
fome virgin by his fide, both fitting and 
lying, and, while he held her in his cm- 
braces, repeated his whole pfalter, to the 
ponfufiqn .of the devil *. 

However 

• Vel afRdens vel cubitans aliquam detinebat, 

quo^d carnis tepefcente lubrico, quiet(j( et immoto 

0^3 diicedcrct 
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ftowcvcr this condu^ might encreaie 
the veneration which was paid to this cx^ 
traordinary fainc^ I cannot help condemn*^ 
ing it as an inftance of cruelty and in* 
juftice. 

Great as his exultat/on and triumph 
tnight be, on thus deriding the devil, as his 
biographer expreffes it, by a marvellous 
difplay of his own fubdued defires, he had 
certainly no right to fport fo wantonly with 
the paffions of thole religious Old Maids 
(for they could hardly be young ones) 
whom he thus made the uneafy inflxuments 
of his own chafte reputation. 

In Ipeakingof the moft eminent poets, 
who amufed the dark ages by celebrating 
the wonderful virgins of that period, I 
ought not to omit the venerable Bede. 
He has enlivened his ecclefiaftical hiftory, 

difcederet animo. Derideri fe videtur diaboliis, cer- 
nens adhaerentem foeminam vifumque aKas avocato 
gnimp in£ftentem cantando pfalterio. 

Wil. Malmf. de Vita Aldheinu, 
Anglia Sacra> vol. ii. p. i$. 

9 by 
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by inferring a poetical panegyric on the 
chaftc ^dilthryda, a lady who chofe to fly - 
from the bed and throne of her hulband 
Ecfrid, king of Northumberland, for the 
lake ofprefcrving her virginity in a cloifter. 
For this pious exploit (he is extolled in the 
higheft terms by the holy bard ; who, in 
finging her praifes, feems to felicitate him- 
ielfi with a gallant complacency, that he is 
lupcrxor to Virgil in the happy choice of 
his fubjeft *. It is, however, remarkable, 
that the greateft poet of our country has 
mentioned this obftinate royal virgin in 
terms of indignation arid reproach. Mil- 
ton, in his Hiftory of England, h^s condc- 
fcended to relate the adventure of this 
pipus fugitive, in the following language :~ 
** Another adverfity befel Ecfrid in his 6-] 
^ mily, by means of Ethildrith his wife, 

^ Billa Maro rtfinet, nos pacts dona canamus : 



l,uxus erit lubrkis, carmina cafta mbL 

^ BcdsB Hymnus dc ^dflthryda. 
0^4 « king 
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" king Anna's daughter, who, having taken 
*' him for her hufband, and profefling to 
*^ love him above all other men, perfifted 
" twelve years in the obftinate refufal of 
" his bed, thereby thmking to live the 
*' purer life^ fo perverfely then waschaftity 
•^ inftrufted againft the apoftle's rule:- at 
" length obtaining of him, with 'much im- 
*' portunity, her departure, fhe veiled her- 
*' felf a nun, then, made abbefs of Ely, died 
'*^ feven years after the peftilence j and might 
^ with better warrant have kept faithfully 
*' her undertaken wedlock, though now 
'^ canonized St. Audrey of Ely*." 

Milton has not deigned to enter into a 
very whimfical part of this lady's hiftory 5 
but a mpnaftic hiftorian informs us, that 
her hufband, repenting of the indulgence 
he had granted to her^ and inflamed: with 
new defirc, determined to fqrce her from 
her religious retreat, and to confuB^ipate liis 



♦ Milton's Hiftory of England, page 76, 9irch> 
edition. 
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marriage: flie efcaped both from his love 
and his refentment, by a feries of the moft 
extraordinaiy miracles, which the curious 
reader may find very circumftantially re- 
lated in the firft volume of t)ugdale's Mo- 
natticon. After fuftaining great hardlhips, 
flie is faid to have expired a perfedt virgin, 
in the year 679; and the miracles difpiayed 
at her tomb were not inferior to thofe by 
which her life was diftinguifhed, 

I cannot clofe the chapter without la- 
menting the fufferings of the fair fcx in the 
ages of ignorance and fuperftition. When all 
the faints of the time moft zealoufly aflcrted, 
that it was rneritorious in a married woman 
to remain a virgin, domeftic life muft have 
been frequently embittered by tragi- comical 
contention 5 and, perhaps, the mind of many 
a well-meaning woman has been half dif- 
trafted by the ftru^le, which fuch doftrine 
may have produced, between tendernefs 
and devotion. It may, however, afford us 
fbme confolation to refleft, that whenever 
jthlefe good ladies were mifled by the prieft- 

hood 
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hood into a painful facrifice of innocent de- 
list, their pride was inceffantly gratified 
by the pious honours that were lavifhed 
upon their rigid virginity : yet their paffion 
for luch honours was fonnetimes reprefled 
by the -ftronger feelings of perfonal vanity, 
as we may collect from a ludicrous miracle 
related by Gregory of Tours. That hif- 
torian gives us a circumftantial account of 
a noble and pious pair, who, being married 
in their youth, pafled through life together 
with this extraordinary continence, at the 
particular rcqueft of the lady. She hap- 
pened to die firft, and, as her good man at- 
tended her funeral, he exclaimed, while the 
body was finking into the grave, ** I thank 
** thee, eternal God, that as I deceived this 
*^ treafure from thee, fb I return it imma- 
" culate to thy goodnefs." Upon this the 
dead lady faid with a fmile, ** Why do you 
" mention matters on which you are not 
*' interrogated * ?" — The fequel of the mi- 
racle 

• Multos poftea in uno ftrato recumbentes annos 
Tixerunt cum cafUtate laudabili, quod poftea io corum 

traniita 
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r^cle is not lefs (Iriking. The huiband died 
foon afterwards, and though he was buried 
in a tomb not contiguous to that of his 
wife> it was obferved, the next day, that 
their fepulchres jwere united. The devout 
hiftorian feems to confider thefe incidents 
as proofs of the moft fignal challity ; but 
they may with as much reafon be alledged 
as proofs, that tlje fpotlefs lady, who had lb 
ftrongly petitioned her hufband to rekafe 
her from the dudes of a wife, did not relifh 
his public declaration that fhe died an Old 
Maid. 

traniita declaratum eft. Nam cum impleto certamine 
puella migrarct ad Chriftum, pcrafto vir ftmeris offi^ 
cio» cam puellam in fepulchrum depon^ret, ai€» 
** Gjatias tibi ago, steme Dominc^nofteJi-, quia huftc 
'' thefaurum, iicut a te commendatum acce|>i, ita im- 
'* maculatum pietati tuae reflituo." Ad hac iila fubri- 
dens, "Quid," inquit, "loqueris quod non intdr- 
^ rogaris f" Greg. Turonenfis Hiil. Frahcorutiv 

lib. i. cap. 42. 
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CHAP. VII. 

On Saint Gregory o/NyJ/a, and bis Panegyric 
on Virginity^ 

I RETURN from the chafte and 
pious poets to the profaic encomiafts 
of virginity. On examining the ecclefi- 
aftical writers who have merited this tide, 
I find they are liich a hoft, that I fear 
the attention of my reader would defert 
me> if I attempted to enumerate and de- 
fcribe them. I Ihall now, therefore, con- 
fine myfelf tp four fucceeding fathers of 
the church, who are entitled to our regard 
by the higheft reputation for fanftity and 
doquence ; and from thefe I fhall only fe- 
left, as briefly as I can, fuch paflages as 
feem to throw a particular light on the fifter- 
hood, and are at the fame time remarkable 
for ftrengthand originality cither of thought 

or cxpreffion. 

The 
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The firft of the four is St. Gregory of 
Nyffa, a younger brother of the great St. 
Bafil, and a friend and correfpondent of the 
poetical Stl Gregory, who formed the prin- 
cipal fubjed of our laft chapter. The St. 
Gregory of whom I am now to fpeak, was 
ordained bifliop of Nyffa, in Cappadocia, 
by his brother St. Bafil, in 372 ; in 385 he 
preached the fiineral fermon of the emprefs 
Placilla ; and by a late writer he is faid to 
have died in 396, with the venerable title 
of Father of the Fathers. 

The panegyric which this faint compofcd 
on virginity is the more remarkable, as we 
have pofitive evidence that he was himfclf a 
married man. This circumftance. however, 
is very far from having rendered him a lan- 
guid advocate for the excellence of a fingle 
life; on the contrary, having aflerted the 
dignity of this celeftial excellence, he la- 
ments his own grovelling condition, in bemg 
precluded by marriage from a fhare of this 
glory. "A knowledge of the charms that 
«« belong to celibacy, is to me/' fays Sft. 

Gregory, 
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Gregory, " what food is to the ox, when, 
** turned to a full rack, he is prevented 
•* from reaching it by his harnefi/'— 
Having forcibly defcribcd his own mord* 
fications by this ftriking image, he enlarges 
on the various evils that arife from matri'^ 
mony, which he confiders as a great fourcc, 
riot only of unhappinefs, but of guilt.— 
•« Look," fays he, '* at the palling fcene— 
** marriage is the general prologue to all 
*• the tragedies of life." — ^After painting the 
conjugal ftate in the moft gloomy colours, 
he delineates, with a brilliant pencil, the pure 
delights of virginity, which he reprefcnts 
as a certain art and power of eluding all 
the vexations of earth, and attaining, even 
on this fide the grave, the beatitude of 
heaven. 

Having declaimed againft wedlock with 
much freedom, or rather contempt and 
fcorn, the faint feems to apprehend that his 
zeal for chaftity has carried him too far, and 
he makes the following remarkable apo- 
logy, 

« Let 
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** Let no one/' fays he, " imagine that I 
** intend to cenfure the eftablifhment of 
" marriage ; for I am aware that it has not 
" wanted the approbation of God : but,fince 
" nature fufficiendy inftigates mankind to 
** people the world by this connexion, it 
^* would be fuperfluous lafiour to compofe 
** an encomium on marriage, which finds, 
^* in the alluring voice of pleafure, an cter- 
** nal advocate and patron j while virginity 
" is in fome meafure the antagonift of na- 
*^ ture*ii My fcntiments on matrimony," 
continues the faint, " are thefe : —we ought 
*^ to prefer to it the care of our celcftial in- 
" terdO:, and yet not to defpife the perfon 
*^ who makes a wife and temperate ufe of 
** this inftitution." 

Though the faint, in the preceding fen- 
tencc, has confulted his own perfonal credit 
as a married man, he very candidly proceeds 
to declare, that "although marriage may 

S. Greg. NyfT. p. 56^. 
** be 
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*' be regarded as a kind of fafe port againft 
*' the tempefts of licentious paffion, yet vir- 
*' ginity affords a fecurer refbge, and a 
" more tranquil harboun'* 

He contends, that man, as originally 
created, was perfedly free from all animal ' 
defircs ; and, inftead of receiving plealbre 
from the. gratification of fenfual appetite, 
delighted only in 'die contemplation of his 
Maker. He alledges, it is evident from 
fcnpture *, that Adam had no connubial in- 
tercourfe with Eve till after their expulfion 
from Paradife, when woman was con- 
demned to the pains of child-birth, as a pu- 
nilhment for difobedience. "Therefore," 
continues the faint, "as we loft Paradife by 
" the fenfual offence of our firft parents, it 
** is in our own power to regain it by a vo- 
" luntary facrifice of all fenfual pleafures. 
*^ As the perfons who have wandered from 
" their own country, and wifh to return to 
« it, begin by quitting the place to which 

* See Genefis chap. iv. 

« they 
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** they have ftraycd j in the ikme manner, 
'* fince marriage was the laft ftep which 
*^ completed our reparation from Paradife, I 
*' would advife thofe who are ambitious of 
*' returning thither, to begin by relihquifh^ 
?* ing n>arriage, the Iqfijiage *, us it were^ in 
*' the road between earth and heaven.*^ 

St. Gregory proceeds to prove the do- 
minion of virginity over death, which he 
acComplifhes by a Angular mode of reafoh- 
ing : — " The produftion of children/' -fays 
he, ^' does not mbifter fo much to life as to 
*^ death, fince their birth only leads to their 
** diflblutioni but they who devote their 
** perfons to virginity, place themfelves as a 
'* kind of ifthmus between life and death, to 
^ ftop the fory of the latter. The devafta- 
•^ ticm of death is thus prevented i for, as 
" the power of fire cannot fubfift without 
** fuel, fo the force of death cannot prevail^ 
^^unleis marriage fupplies him with (^ 
«*prey/* 

, Vol. II. . R The 
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The feint now enters on a more mimite 
defcri'ptionof virginity J which ifocs not, he 
fays, confift merely in perfbnal parity, but in 
difchargtng all the duties of a tranqviil and 
fpotlcfi mind. He borrows, on this ocea-^ 
fion, from his brother St. Bafil the remark- 
aWe fimile, which I have already mentioned^ 
of |hc fiicceflive cirdes produced in water 
by the impulfc of a finglc ftone j an image 
which he ufes to Hluftrate the agitation prd* 
duced in a peacefbl mind by ^ admiffion 
t)f any one- inordinate defirc.— ^' Let virgi* 
••nityi" fays the faint> *^ be the foundaoon 
•* on which thfc works of virtue are rai&d; 
•* for, excellent and honourable as it is, if 
•* diis purity of perfon is not united to inte- 
** grity of mind— -if the whole life of a vii^in 
^ 4oes hot correlpond to this profefied €X- 
^* cellcnce»**-if (he is blackened by inconti-^ 
•* nencc of fpmc—her virginity is but an ear- 
^ ring in the nofc of a fow, or a pearl trod- 
" den under the feet of fwine *." 

• /4ag7»^»Tn( cji r«i( noffi Tiff x.^^'^v KaretirxrtufAtnqm 

San^ Greg. Ny£ p. 593. 

1 mud 
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I nwft not omif d^ ^l^^fiql conceit 
with whiEhSt? G^egpiy ^e«s thf I*0HO^r 
iifMmm^y^^ fifter <^f A#r«P>« tb^ pri- 
mitiv^ nao^rf of tfi*| virgioifyt Hayic^.4j- 
fcrihfid her 4«ncine? srttb # Jiwfertl la fcer 
baiuii';9f^r the ii^riyouli^ p^fiSige throiigh 

inftrumcnt is -mieaci^ile^ Ia ^nptmie i;^ a 
lymbol jof bcr cbaftity, lOn HfiWWit ^ Ac 
fimikrityi TiAicTi Jie difow l^fitwew t^^- 
giniiy w4 Ae timbrd-rr^ wwkr&l fiaai- 
lariqr ! .iKtidi GregQiy hm ^is^lmsd m 
language that I forbear, to cpf^, jleS: ;tfae 
chafte cjKs of d^ mpdeurn ififterbx>d ihod^ 
iDe IhodQe<i |pfjdieiexpm0iarf inches jof xMs 
jianciful faial:. 

Xft a&hiifir p^it c£my irark rfaad ocdl<» 
iion to remafjc, ishat ]!|Abrk«n ^^ jiot entided 
to^bdsid^ntSiony as flie^ in HI pcobabifitf^ 
was i wft:tipi voaisoL Tbi genius and ti-- 
lents of this fair Hebrew feena^ indeed, t0 have 
operated like thofe of a modem fine ladjr, 
who, eclipfing her hufband by the brilliancy 
R 2 of 
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'^ of her Ipirit, reduces him to fuch infignifi^ 
canee> that he is rarely mentioned. 

But to conclude diis brief account of St. 
Gregory. In the fubfequent part of his dif- 
courfe, he endeavours to fettle the juft me* 
dium between luxury and extreme abfti* 
nenccj as he is &r from being a friend to that 
rigorous difcipline by which the health of 
many a monaftic reclufe has been deftroycd. 
The twenty-fourth and laft chapter of his 
treatife is very remarkable ; for^ inftead of 
declaiming, like mod of die fathers, againft 
the depravity of the times> he fpeaks of his 
own age as abounding in good examples.-^ 
«* Sanftity," fays he, •* is now, if ever, m fo 
** fiourifhing a ftate, that it wants but little 
•* to reach the fummit of perfcdtion/' — He 
concludes, by recommending it to diofe 
who wiih to lead a virg^ life, to put diem- 
felves under the guidance of an e3q)erienced 
and venerable conduftor. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

On St. Amhrofe^ and Ins Jeoerci Ccn^ofiti^s 
in Prai/e of Virpttity. 

THE Latin fathers of the church were 
by ao means inferior to the Greekj 
in the zealous veneration which they paid to 
virginity. The chafte devotees of Italy 
found an ardent^ inde&tigable advocate and 
patron in the celebrated St. Ambrofe, who 
was unexpe6ledly raifed^ by the voice of the 
people, from a civil ftation to the rank of 
an archbifiiop; and, having filled the epif* 
copal throne of Milan about twenty years^ 
ended his a£bive and glorious life in that 
city at the age of 57, in the year 394. 

This eminent writer devoted fcveral dif- 
tinft performances to the confecrated vir** 
gins. There are three of bis produdions 
that pardcularly claim our atttndon, and of 
thefe I ihaU fpcak as they*occun«-The firfl^ 
R 3 and 



H« E S 9 A V Ok 

and moft elaborate, is a Treatife on Virgins, 
divided into three books, and addreffed to 
his fitter Marcellina; who, hearing that he 
had preached with (ihgiilar eloquence on 
this interefting topic,- and being unable to 
attend his public oifcQurfes, retjuelted from 
her brother the particulars d his doc- 
trine; ; " 

. Saiftt Ambrofe bkgjns hia treatilb with 
fio^br biin^ity^ in eonapari;^ hinfifelf td 
die fpeaking »&. qf Bsdaatsi. Hetheiltyc^ 
dccafion> frbmd^ fcftivdi of StA^te^ td 
celebrate the t3ccdl6icc df'tivtt; Virgin mar* 
lyn a Hbnoan dariiftl^ aifti%aHhcd by her 
hnk^ and bbauty^ wfio^ Wiih oikactiloni for* 
^jtiirie, at the ^gc^i^ thiheen> prefirrbd the 
tortures of jscrfecudoD to the rich oflR^ri of a 
Pajjan lover, and perHhed by die Ti^drd in 
the beginning of the fourth ceniiury. It 
rtty be worieh remarking, that the inerilS of 
this ii\fyxit martyr have given nfe to rtaxiy 
the moll fpiritfcd of pibus pancg^ncsj. and 
diat faer nana has beeii exDoUed loff a (no 
cdBon^cf bxfliops, fslints, and poets^ 6txa 

the 
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the vehement Ambrofe to the tender and 
elegant Maffillon, bilhc^ of Clenhoiat; 
mhoic works contain a moil beautiful and 
padiedc fermon on the fcftival of this knre^ 
manyr. 7 

. From the praife of Agnes, St.. Ambroft 
proceeds to a general encomium on chaf* 
tity, which WasI unknown, he fays, orimper^ 
fe&ly preierved, through all the nations of 
the heathen world.—" Bur how,** fays the 
lainc, very candidly, ** can the human un- 
^' derftanding comprehend what nature has 
"not included in her laws*?"— He thea 
endeavours to prove, that cdibacy iSs an in- 
H^tution of God, and 'heaven the true coun«- 
try of vir^ns. He exprefsly afferts that 
i2m preiervation of chaftity makes an an- 
gel, and the lofs of it a devil f . He com*- 
pares the condition of the wife, condemned 

* Qtiis autem humano earn poffit ingenio compre- 
hendere^ quam nee natura fuis inclufit legibus ? 

Divi Ambrofii de VirginibiJs, Lib. I. 
t Qui earn fervavit angelus eft, qui-pcrdidi^ dia- 

R 4 to 
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to the pains of child-birth^ with the happy 
freedom of the confecratcd maiden. He 
makes a very fubtle and powerful addrefs to 
parents^ per Aiading them to atone for dieir 
own offences, by the early confecration of 
their virgin daughters i an exhortation which 
muft have contributed very cruelly to in- 
creafe the number of wretched and invo<- 
iuntary Old Maids, as many fuperftidous 
and felfifh parents were undoubtedly ready 
to make their own peace with Heaven, at 
the expence of their unfortunate oflT^ 
Ipring. 

Saint Ambrofe mentions^ with exultation, 
the fwarms of pious damfels that haftened 
to receive the veil from his hand, not only 
from the neighbouring cides of Italy, but 
from the diftant regions of Mauritania. He 
exhorts the young virgins to difregard all 
domeftic impediments to their i-cligious dc- 
(ircs, and to embrace a monaftic life in ex- 
prcfs oppofition to the authority of their pa* 
rents, He endeavours to juflify this bold 
advice by » remarkable anecdote^ which 

concludes 
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condudes die firft divifion of his treatile, 
and which I Ihall copy, to render my feu- 
readers acquainted with the fingular ftyle of 
this faint. — *^ If you believe not the words 
** of Heaven/' cries Ambrofc, *' yet bc- 
" licve examples. In our memory^ a daon* 
** fel, once noble by her worldly rank, and 
*' now more ennobled by her attachment to 
** God, being urged to marriage by her 
'^ parents and relations^ fled for refuge to 
^^ the altar ; and where can a virg^ feek a 
** better afylum, than that holy Ipot where 
*' the facrifice of virginity is prefented? 
*' But even here Ihe was troubled with im- 
<< pious importunity. She ftood by the altar 
^^ of God as the offering of modefty, zs 
** the viftim of contmence. ^ Why are you 
^^ fb anxious for my nuptials V (he exclaim- 
** cd to her relations — ^ I am betrothed aU 
** ready. You offer me a hu(band, but I 
^* have found a better. Exaggerate the 
^' riches^ boaft the nobility, proclaim the 
^ power, of the party you propofc ; I have 

<'chofca 
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^* chofen ISm to whom no one can be com- 
•* pared ; rich in the world, powerful in 
<* dominion, pre-eminent in hucaven. • If 
<* you have fuch to offer, I do not rcfiife the 
^ option } but if you find not fiich, your 
«* conduct towards me is rather enriou:) 
<« than prOTident/ — One of her relations, 
*• obfcrving the reft were fiicnced, abrubtly 
^ faid, ' What if your father were liring, 
« would he fuflfer you to remain umnar- 
<* ried ?' — The virgin anfwercd, with new 
«* religiotts fervour, and p3ore temperaee 
*' piety, * On this acccAmt^ perhaps, he 
<^ died, that he might not prove an impe^ 
V diment to the fanftity of his daughter/— 
^ Tbis reply concerning her father pwroved 
«« a kind of prophecy to her «eIation> as 
« he alfo expired foon after it, and the vir- 
•* gin fuccecded in her holy purpofe* Ob- 
<^ ferve, ye noaideiis, this reward of dcvo* 
w tion ! Beware, ye parents, of a fimilar of- 
« fence !" 

Saint Ambrc^e, having thus ipagnified 
rfie excellence of virginity in the firft divi- 

fion 
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fion of his difcouffe, propofes, in th^ l^cond, 
to inftrudl the young virgin in the panicu* 
hits of her duty i md, to gUird himfeW from 
the imputatidrt of if rogince> he offtrs to his 
fair difcipie^j not a coUcftion of fevere pre- 
cept^i hut of fplendid cxampjies. Having 
exhorted therti to imitate the humility of the 
Vir^giS MWyj atid the fortitude of the mar- 
tj^r Thecla, he rehtes a reteht inftance 
of female chaftity and refolution in the in- 
terefting adventures that befel a young and 
beautiful Vii^in of Antioch> who, on her re- 
ftiftl to w(*fhip the Pagdn Divinities, wad 
dfaggcd into a public brothel, where hcf 
chaltity WAS expofed to the moft imminent 
danger, bu€ was happily preferved by the 
felVbur of her eloquence^ ind the fincerity - 
df her virtue. She mdde a convert and a 
frieAd of the heathen foldier who bad taken 
all aftive part in the outrage ftie endured, 
ahd bil^ired her perfecutor with fuch pity 
ahd eftfcem j that he attempted, at the hazard 
6f his own life, to preferve the purity which 
ht had defigntd to violate. By an exchange 

of 
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of drds, he contrived die efcape of die vir^ 
gin, but was himfelf condemned to die for 
the pious deception- The heroic virgin 
bravely rulhed from her concealment to in** 
terccpt the fate of her generous deliverer. 
They mutually contended for the glory of 
dying for each other. Their religious he-* 
roifm was derided by the barbarity of perfe- 
cution^ and the only indulgence they ob- 
tained, was that of perifliingt(^ether. 

It is remarkable, that this pathetic little 
ftory has employed the pen of a ^uiious 
French poet, and of an Eriglifh philofbpher 
of equal eminence. The Theodore of Cor- 
ncillc, as he informs us himfelf, was found- 
ed on this anecdote related by St. Ambrofe; 
and, among the juvenile works of our great 
Boyle, we find the martyrdom of Theodora 
and Didymus. But the tragedy of the fu- 
blime poet, and the narrative of the benevo- 
lent philofopher, are both funk into fimi- 
lar neglcft; a cirCumftance fufficiendy ac- 
counted for by a lively remark of Voltaire, 
who obfcrvcs, very jufUy, on this play of 
6 CornciUc, 



O L D M A I D S. 2S3 

Cdrneille, that "he chore thcfubjcdt bc- 
" caufehe had more genius than taftc j" an 
obiervation^ perhaps> as applicable to the 
Engliih {^ilofopher as to the French poet ; 
and certainly ftill more applicable to the 
Latin faint; for Ambrofe has related thefc 
* adventures in a qumnt and conceited fiyk, 
;full of indecency and affeftation. I have 
therefore declined a tranflacion of the paf- 
fage, from the pcrfuafion that my readers 
would be more entertained by a (horter and 
more fimple recital of this affeding ftoryt 
I Ihall add to it the curious remarks which 
Corneillc has made on St. Ambrofe, to con- 
fole himfelf for the ill fuccefs of his tragedy. 
— *' ♦ Certainly," fays this great, though 
unequal poet, **we may congratulate our- 

« felvcs 

• Ccrtcs a y a de quoi congratuler a la puretc de 
notrc thcitrcy de voir qu'une hiftoirc qui fait le plus 
bel orncment du fecond livre des Viergcs de Saint Am- 
broife, fc troave trop licentieufe pour y etre fupportee, 
<Ja*cfit-on dit, fi, comme ce grand dodeur de Tcglife, 
j'cttiTe fiut voir Theodore dans le lieu infame» ii 

j'cufle 
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*' felves on the purity of our theatre, in fee- 
^ ing that a ftory> which forim the moft 
^ beautiful ornament in St. Aitihirofe's fe- 
«* cond book upon virgins, is fouQd too li-» 
^ cencious to be endured. What would 
^ they have faid, if, like that great dodor 
«* of the chur<:h, I had e:jhibited Theodorf 
*• in a houfc of infemy, if I had defcribed 
♦* the various agitations of her foul while 
^ flie remained in that fcene, if i had ^«- 
^ preffed the trouble dtat &e fek in die 
'** moment when flic {am Didymus enter ? 
« It is here that this great faint dt/plays 
^ the triumph of his eloquence, it is for 
« this fpeftacle that he particularly invites 
^ die virgins to open their eyes/' 

j'euftc decrit les diverfes agitations de fon amc duranc 
qu'elle y fut, {i j'eufle figure les troubles qu'elle y 
reflentit aa premier ixioment qu'elle y vit enti^r Di« 
dyme ? C'eft la-deiTus que ce gra^d Taint fait tripm- 
pher Q>n eloquence, & c'efl pour ce {pedlacle qu'il i^- 
vii^e particuliercment les vierges a ouvrir lc$ yeux* 
CorneiUc, edit, dc Voltauf, 

Such 
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Such are tKe reSedHoms* of CorneiUe, iii 
die cpiflde dedicatory tb his unfortunate 
Theodora ; and doubtkfs it was a confbla*^ 
don to the poet, in his recent difgrace, to 
recoUeft thathe was infinitely niorc delicate 
than the canonieedarchbifhop of Milan. 
•^ The third book of St. Ambrofc opens with 
a redtal of many pious p(recepts, delivered 
tx> Marceltina^ the (ifter of our faints by the 
pope Lft)©riu«, on the day when flic re- 
ceived the veil from his hands. The points 
which the pontiff pafdcularly recom- 
mended were^ temperance and taciturnity: 
the latter- is perpetually enjoined by the fe* 
diers, as one of the capital perfe<5Vions in a 
confecrated .virgin. St. Ambrofe pays his 
filter the com^iment of . acknowledging^ 
that her virtue had not only equalled^ but 
even cxceeditfd, the difcipime of liberius, 
amd fpecifies her great merit in the^rticl^ eif 
abftihence and prayer. Yet, notwithftartd- 
ing the extreme fan£tity of her charafter, he 
prefeni^ to her a long admonition concern^ 
ing the dangers that attend the gaiety of 
X nupdai 



ts6 ESSAY OK 

ntipdal entc^nimbnts, and the wanton 
enormity of dancing* He then anfwers a 
qucftion of Marcellina% on a veiy delicate 
tppic^ Whether the religion which forbids 
ielf-deftru&ion, allows the virgin to deftroy 
her pwn life for the prfefervadon of her 
feith and her virginity? St Ambtofe de- 
cides the pointy by the exanxple of Pelagia, a 
virgin of Antioch, who> at the age of fifteen, 
threw hcrfelf into a river to efcape fiom 
licentious perfecution. The pardculars of 
Pelagians death are fingulariy (biking, and 
the flourifhes of St. Ambrofe, in reladng her 
ftory, not Icfs fo. The fpirit of this young 
martyr induced heir virgin fitters, and even 
her mother, to (hare her fate. St« Am* 
brole defcribes this heroic &mily advandng^ 
hand in handi to the brink of a torrent^ 
with their perfecutors behind them; and he 
makes thefe undaunted females addrefs the 
liver in the following expreffions: — **Bc- 
" hold the water! who forbids us to be 
*^ bapdzed? Let the water receive us> 
** which is the fource of regeneradon — ^kt 

«« the 
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.*' the water rcceiv? w, by wWfh viri^s 
** arc made -^ let the water receive yj, 
*^ which opens hearcn^ c}q&s hell, hidi«s 
" death, and produces ijiartyts*.'*— The 
faint relates^ that they added to this eddrefs 
a fhort prayer for the decent f referyatioA 
of their bodies ; ^^ afi:er ^hich^^* (kyf h^> 
'^ unbinding their garm9n^> f^ i^ ta g^aild 
^^ their modefty, and yeC leave $hf ^ ft^ps 
•^ free, and Chen joining handsb ^ If *C) 
«* lead a dance> they plunged UogethcTi iftk> 
*' the decpcft part of the flood t*** 

Befi4es die e^aiqpl^ of Pdf^ $t. 4(9« 



* Ecce 4qtia! QtdsHos bapdsrari j^Mbet? £xa 
.tipial nos a^oa* iqine regeneritre ^ontev&yMiK^pkt 
•DOS aqisa» quae v^giaet fiic^rn-«xcij>ii^t:«a8 mq^qcas 
CQdttm apeijtj Wcripi tpffi, .Ro/t^ f^bfiiQiidi^ ixiar«i 
^res reddit* 

f Iitcni6U> finu 41K) p^iorettk t^ei«nt» tic<l gteHifaii 
frnpe^irent^ confenit mzvSbm, tasquain ^lorot inoe-* 
Mitt in ne^kun progie£i»itiir ^Iit^m ; uhi ^uida 
tdrrendor, yibi pjrofntidum al)nq>tiu^ iUd v^ftigla ^* 
rigentes. . Divi Amhrqfii dp Vbf. lib. iii. 

VouIL S hrofc 



2fl ESSAY ON 

brofe reminds his' lifter of the refolution 
difplaycd by a chaftc female of their own 
family, who pcriflied, he fays, in the fevcreft 
tortures without a groan or a tear. 

in the clofc of his elaborate treatife, St. 
Ambrofe enters into a long and very warm 

^vindication of his own cbndudt. He had 
been accufcd, it feems (and certainly with 
juftice) of alluring young maidens to relin- 
quilh the natural idea of fettling them- 
felves in marriage, and to take the monaftic 
vowJ Inftead of denying, he glories in the 
diarge. " Can that conduft,*' exclaims 
the faint, " be confidered as a crime in me, 

. •* which has always refleded honour on the 
'* priefthood, to fow the feeds of perfedion, 
*• and promote an attachment to virginity ?** 
—He then proceeds to examine, whether 
his dodrine can be cenfurcd, either as diC- 
honcft, or new, or unprofitable; and his 
reafoning on thefe three points is highly cu- 
rious:—*' If you call itdifhoheft," fays the 
faint, ^ you ; muft alfo apply that appella- 
'^ tion to the life of the angels i for they 

" neither 
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*• neither marry, nor arc given in marriage. 
*' Can it be condemned as a novelty? .1' 
** confent to abjure all things as novelties, 
** which are not taught us by Chrift j hut 
^ does he not deliver the fame doftrlne, 
** when he fays> * There are eunuchs which 
" have made themfelvcs eunuchs for the 
** kingdom of heaven*?' Virginity /it 
" therefore fanftified by a celeftial voiccy 
^ and recommended by the precepts of our 
*' Lord.— But fince we have thus proved^ 
*^ that the doftrine of continence is neither, 
«^ diftioneft nor new, let us enquire if it can; 
** be reckoned unprofitable^ I have heard 
** many people exclaim, that the world is 
«« perifhing — that the human race will be- 
«* come exunft — that wedlock is rubed. 
<* I only aflc, in reply, did ever any man 
*' feck a wife without being able to find 
<« one?— If any one thinks that the human 
•* race will be diminilhed by the confecra* 
** tion of virgins, let him confider, that 

^ Msitth. chap. xjx. 

S 2 *' where 
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**whcrt tfacrc arc few vir|^, dierc tte 
*' feiwcr men. Where the devotion to vir** 
^' guiitf is frequent, there the number of 
**inen is much greater.* Qbfenrc. what 
ff multitudes are annually admitted to the 
*^ veil in the churches of the Eaftj and of 
•' Africa. The mc^ bom in this country^ 
'' arc fewer than /the vhgins that are confe- 
♦'crattd there/." 

With the citation of this ciaious &ft, X 
Diall dofe my account of St. Ambrofe's 
brgpr treatife on virgins^ as the refidue of 
lliat vedik confifts only of paf&ges £ccm 
kripmi^ very whimfically united. 

The feoond compofition of our illuftrious 
feitft^ Oil this interefting tcpic, is entitled^ 
^ An Exhoitation to Vir^s." Itwas written 
as aconqdhnent to Juliana, an opulent widow^ 
who, havings devoted her whole family^ con- 
Ming of aibn and three daughtersj to a re- 

. * Difttte:qasttUs Alrxitndriaa^ totiuf^e Orieatk^ 
ct Africana ecclefia^ quotannis facrare cdnfaeverint. 
Pauciores hie homines prodeunt quam illic virgbes 
€onfccotn|or. Divi Ambrof. de Virg. lib. iii. 

lig^OUS 
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Ugious life, employed her fortune in build* 
ing a church at Fbrence, which fhe re* 
quefted St. Ambrofe to conlecrate. Upon 
this ceremony the faint introduces Julknt 
in his difcoiufe^ extolling to her children 
cfie excellence of virginity in oppofition to 
marriage* He makes her deckre^ that al* 
though flie had a good hu/band, 0ie la« 
ments that fhe was ever married $ and that 
nothing can confole her for haying forfated, 
in her own perfon^ the grace of viiginity, 
but the hope of proving the mother of hc^ 
virgins. But the moft remarkable paf&ge 
in diis fingular work is a Very whimfical 
pun. St. Ambrofe^ deriving the word mi^ 
h^Cy to marry, from nubeSy a cloudi purfud$ 
his conceit with great fqlemnity, and gravely 
dcmonftrates the fimilitude between a maiv 
ricd wgn^an aqd a heavy es^halation *. The 

* Bt ver2 graves nubeii quae faftinent fardnam 
matrimonii. Nam etiam gravari alyo JFeniiitttr, cani 
icmina ^nceptionis acceperint. 

Piyi Ambrofii ad Virg. Exhoru|tia» 
p. toS. edit. Bafil. 
S3 difcQqrf? 
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diibourfe coatains many fentiments andpro^ 
cepts> cxadly fimUar to thofe of the pre- 
ceding £reatife> and concludes with an en^ 
coniium on the piety of Juliana, 

The third work, which St. Ambrofc de- 
voted to the holy fifterhood, has two diiffer- 
cnt titlesj being fometimcs called "tbjf Infti- 
tutim of a Virgin^ and fometinncs, A Dip* 
(ourfe m the perpetual Virginity of the Virgin 
Maryy whiclv St, Ambrofe very zealoufly 
fupjxyted againft Bonofus, a bifliop con-r 
demned by the council of Capua, for the 
pppQ(|t6 opinion. The faint alledges (be 
arguments in favour of the point which he 
intends to prove ; but, as the Catholic cri-r 
pes jufUy obferye that fome of thefc argu- 
|t)ents have more wit than folidity, I fliall 
decline ao account of them, from a reve-r 
ff ece tq th^ hallowed perfpnag^ of whom 
^hcy ipeak* 



CHAP, 
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C H A P. IX. 

On St. Cbryjojtomy and bis Panegyric m 
Virginity. 

IF the pious virgins of Italy had reaibn to 
admire the zeal which the holy Am* 
brofe difplayed in their behalfi thofe of 
Conflantinople enjoyed a patron and paftor 
yet more admirable in the famous St. Chry- 
Ibftom, who equalled the archbilhop of 
Milan in his enthufiaftic veneration for cc- 
libacy^ with the infinuating advantage of a 
fuperior eloquence. This talent, from 
which he received the appellation of Chry- 
fbflom, or the golden mouth> had raifed him 
from the condition of a fequeftered monk, 
to prefide over the clergy of the Eaftern em- 
pire: but his elevation, though propitious 
t9 his glory, was fatal to his peace. The 
aufterity of a hermit was ill fuited to the 
manners of a corrupt metropolis. The ii>- 
S 4 flexible 
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flexible prelate engaged in a dat^erous 
quarrel with the emprefs Eudoxia^ and^ af^ 
ter fuftaining his epifcopal office nine years, 
under the viciflitudcs of triumph and dilV 
grafts, he expired in 407, at tho age df Ihrtjr, 
and in the midft ot hardlhips inflided on 
him as a perlecuted exile. 

I have* already hod bcaafion to qUoto 
feme pa&ges from this accomplUhed &int, 
in ipeakingofthfe ua6rthoddx cohabitadon 
of prieitt and viiginsi a liGenuouS) or at 
leaft an dfienfivc cuftom^ which Chryfcf* 
V^m had the honour df fuppreffiog» by his 
elequeot bvedtives. Ill thefe ive have 
ffei)^ that the holy fadier befbowed on virgin 
vkf Ae mofi magnlficeht pnufe } but I am 
yet t6 ^ve an account of a kng and regular 
pftpegydc, ^htih he compofed csipreisly on 
tbJb feiFourite topic* 

He options this elaborate iteatHc withafe^ 
veve i^ofidemnadofi of all heretical vii^i 
ymkktta he finks to a conditioii bdow that of 
^e Chriftiaia adulcerefs. He iincharitabty 
U^ ^^agaaQklMaM <u M imsie^ 
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diate mlnifter of the devil j nay, he will not 
aUow that fhe could be a virgin; for, al- 
though her perfon was pure, yet her foul, 
the more important part, was corrupted : — 
<< And what," cries the animated faint, 
*\ what is the advantage, if the temple be 
^ demolilhcd, that the vcftibule ftands en- 
^' tire r 

He proceeds, with great fubtlety, to fhcw, 
**that he who condemns marriage, dimi- 
«* nifties the glory of true virginity ; and 
<V that he who praifes wedlock, does the 
^'higheft honour to celibacy: for that 
•* which is confidered as good, on a com- 
** parifbn with evil, may be not eniinently 
^ good J but that which is better than 
^ a Uefiing of univerfal eftimation, mull be 
** fupremely excellent j and in this light," 
continues the faint, " we recommend vir- 
'* ginity. Matrimony is good; aqd on this 
'* account virginity is marvellous, bccauie 
^ it is better than good*; and, if youwifli 

Sanft. Chryf. torn* ir. p. 322. edit* Par. 

"it. 
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^ it, I will inform you how far it is better j 
•* as much as heaven is better than earth, 
^ and angels than men/' 

In this comparifon, St. Chryfoftom only 
echoes the fentiment and expreflion which 
we have already feen in more than one of 
his prcdeceflbrs : but this eloquent cnco- 
miaft of virginity was of a Ipirit too ani- 
mated to content himfelf with a fervile re- 
petition, and we accordingly find him pur- 
fmng this idea, with addrcfs and vigour pe- 
culiar to himfelf- 

After faying, that virginity is as much iu- 
perioT to wedlock, as angels are to men, he 
exclaims, '* Or, to fpcak with juft energy, 
^ yet more ; for the angels, if they neither 
*< marry nor are given in marriage, are not 
^ compounded of flofli and blood j they 
'* have no fettlement on earth, they feel not 
^' the pcFtuibations of dcfire. They neither 
''.hunger nor thi/ft, they have no organs 
•^ which can be foftcned by nrtufic or fafci- 
«* natcd by beauty ; but, as the meridian 
'' fty, where no clouds are collefted, ap- 

** pears 
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'* pears pure, fo their nature, unclouded by 
" mortal paflions, muft of ncceflitjr be clear 
. ^^ and lucid." 

The faint proceeds to Ihew, that virgins, 
under the difadvantage of mortality, engage . 
in a fucccfsful competition with thefe celef-t 
tial fpirits, and equal them in purity and 
perfeftion. — "But this," he exclaims with 
indignation, ^* this touches not you, ye 
** worldlings, who wafte this lovely, trea- 
^'fure! — the portion of th^ unprofitable 
** fervant is referved for you; but to. the 
^* virgins of the church, many and great re- 
f * wards fliall be allotted, fuch as neither eye 
^* nor ear can perceive, rior human under- 
^* ftanding comprehend." 

He then attempts to refute the objeftions 
Vrhich have been urged agsdnft celibacy, by 
affirming, that marriage is by po means ne-^ 
ceflary for the prefervation and continuance 
pf the human race ^ and, as a proof of thisj^ 
|ie afferts (what other famts have alfo main- 
lained) th^t Adam bad no connubial inter- 

courfe 
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tourie with Eve, till after their txpulliori 
from Paradiie. 

He goes yet farther, and affirms, it is not 
wpiityj but fin, that has a tendency to di« 
miniih and deftroy the human ipecies ; and 
iupports his remark by the hiftory of the 
deluge. 

The faint proceeds to make many Ifevere 
fefkAions on thofc who treat virginity with 
contempt. He expatiates on the excel- 
Icncc and the merits of the maidenly condi- 
tion. He dwells on the fevere bondage of 
wedlock, and particularly on the hard cafe 
of that wife who nuy wifh to live in a ftate 
of continence, and yet cannot lawfully refiifc 
thofe carefles to which fhe has no inclina-* 
don. He contrafts the fingle and the mar- 
ried life in every point of view, and uni^ 
fcrmly decides in favour of the firft. 
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CHAP* X. 

Oh St. Jmmy and bis ^uaridus Cmpofitims in 
Pratfe of Virginky^ 

I SHALL dofe my catalogue of holy 
panegyriftfi with the mention of a f^nt 
•who was equal, and perhaps foperior, to z& 
his fainted Iwethren^ in extent of learning, 
in vigour of genius, and, above all, in ve- 
hemence of zeal for the fiipport oF virgi- 
nity. ! mean die pafilonate jmd the witty 
St, Jerom, who paffed a great pait of his fin- 
gukr life either in ftruggling with his own 
turbulent defires in a lonely wildernefe, or in 
preaching continence to the devout and rich 
ladies of a luxurious city. He .was born 
about the year 345, on the confines of Dal- 
matia, received his education at Rome, and 
travelled into Gaul. He then propofed to 
fettle in the metropolis of Italy, but the . 
religious activity of his fpirit foon hurried 
6 him 
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him into the Eaft ; and, having vifitcd thtf 
mod hallowed places of that country, he dt-^ 
voted himfelf to a ftate of fcv€reft mortifi- 
cation in the deferts of Syria. Sicknefs 
drove him to Antioch ; from theocc he was 
led to Conftantinople by his defire of con- 
verfing with St. Gregory Nazianzen. Ec- 
clefiailical bufinefs now carried him to 
Rome, and it was at this advanced period 
of his life that he became the fevourite pre- 
ceptor of many Roman ladies, who, while 
they attended his exhortations to chaftity, 
were very wantonly cenfured for their de- 
vout familiarity with this eloquent enthufi- 
aft. The attachment of his female difciples, 
though probably very innocent, was un- 
doubtedly very ftrong, as fomc of them 
followed him into the Holy Land, where he 
ended an unquiet but illuftrious life, at the 
age of fourfcore. Among thefe difciplesj 
a widow, whofe name was Paula, attraftcd 
the notice of die world by her rank and for- 
tune, and (till more by the fervency of her 
devotion. The ardent friendfhip which 
,2 , St 
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St. Jerom profefled for this lady had a con- 
.fiderable influence on his life ahd writings* 
What he fufFered, and what he enjoyed, in 
the pious connexion, he has himfelf very 
forcibly defcribed, in a letter addrefled to 
Afella, a religious maiden of peculiar lanc- 
tity. In fpeaking of the Roman ladies; he 
fays, " * I lived among them almoft^ three 
^^ years, and was frequently furrqunded 
^* by a croud of virgins. To Ibme I often 
*' explained the fcripture. My ledures 
** produced attention — attention, famili- 
^* arity — ^and familiarity, confidence. But 
^' let them fay if they ever obferved in mc 
<^ any thing unbecoming a Chriftian. I ac- 
*^ cepted, indeed, the money of fome ; their 
" prefents, whether fmall or great, I did 

. ^^ not 

• Penc-ccrte triennium cum eis vlxi ; multa mc vir- 
ginum crebr6 tarba circumdcdit. Divinos llbros, at , 
potui, norniuUis fspe dilTerui. Ledtio .affiduiutem, af- 
fiduitas familiaritatem, familiaritas fiduciam fecerat. 
Dicant quid onquam in me aliter fenferint quam 
, ChrifUanum decebat. Pecuniam cujufquam accepi; 
.muacra vel parva vel magna noa fprevi: nihil mihi 

aliad 
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5* not defpifei yet nothbg was ever al-» 
•* leered againft me except my fex, and 
*' even that was never ajledged againft me^ 
*« till Paula travelled to jerufalem* Befonfi 
'^ I becanie foniliar with the houfe of the 
♦f holy Paula, I had gained the general ap- 
^ plaufe of die whole liity ; and by tte 
•' judgnnent ^ alnjoft alii I was regarded 
^ as worthy the higheft tutkk in the chtirch* 
^* I was called a faiit/I Was called huoiblc' 
'* and eloqyent.**-Did 1 ever cater the 
" doors of any gay of WalHon lady ? Were 
^^ iilk and jewelsi a pwited face^ and a pit>« 
«*^ fufion of gold, any attractions to me ?— 
^ There wajs no nuuxofi ^ Rome who 

** CQuH 

diadobjicitur nifi fexul mens ; el hoc nanqttam objid* 
Inr, nifi qattm Jerofolymam Paola {>roficifcitur. Ante* 
quam domum fanftae Paulae nd&m, totites in mc nrbit 
Audia Gonfonabant; omnium pcnc jodicio dignus 
fiunmo facerdotio decemebar. Dicebar fandus, di- 
cebar hnmilis ot diiertni, l^^imqaid domum alicnjiis 
lafcivioris ingrelTas fiiml numquid me veftes ferica^ 
nitentes gemms, pida &cies, aaii rapuit amlutio? 
Nulla fsk aSa Roam matronaram que meioi poflet 

edofflarv 
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•* could conquer my mind, except her dif-^ 
'^ tinguiihed by mouraing and moitifica« 
'^ don, coarle in her atdre> and almoft 
^ blind widi weeping — whom die fun often 
<« finds imploring, through fucceffiveiiights^ 
** the mercy of* her God — ^whofe fongs arc 
^^ pfalms— whoie converiation, the goipd 
** — whofe luxury, continence — whole life 
'^ a faft. No woman could delight me, ex- 
^ cept her whom I never beheld in tkc aft 
'^ of eating: but as foon as I began to ef^ 
^' teem, to revere, and look up to her for 
^^ the merit of her chaftity, from that mo*- 
** mentaU my own virtues foribok me/' 

The £unt proceeds to vent his indigna* 
don ag^dnft the envy and malice of thofe 

edomare mentem, nifi lugens atqoe jejunans, fqaa- 
lens fordibos, fleeibus penc caecata ; quam condniiis 
no&bas mifcricordiam Domini deprecantem fol &pe 
deprehendit; CQJiu canticom pialiiii» ftrmo evange- 
littm; delicisBcontinentia,vitojejaiiiaiii. Nulla me po- 
tuit alia deledlare^ nifi ilia quam mandacantem nun- 
quam vidi; fed poftquam earn pro fuae merito ca^ta- 
tis venerari, ccktt, fnfcipere coepi, omnet me illicd 
defeniere yirtutes. San^ Hseron* torn. iv. p. 66. 

Vol. II. T who 
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wlio had accu&d him of a criminal intrigire 
with this devx)ut lady % and he clofes his iet** 
ter widi all the animamon of injured mno- 
ccnce, profefling> in fpite : cf the. cehforious 
world) an evtirlafting attachnieni: both tfy 
the widow Paula^ and her maiden dac^hter 
tluftochium. To die latter he has ad- 
dreffed one of hk moft remarkable com- 
pofmions 3 and of this I fhall now give i 
brief account. It is indtled, *' An Epiftfc 
on die Prcfervadon of Vir^ity." — ^^ I do 
** not intend in this difcourfe/' iays the 
faint to his &ir difdple» ^^ to rehearfe to yon 
^^ the praifes of fhat maidenly condition, 
** which you have found to be moft excel- 
^ lent, nor to ttiumerate nbe troubles of 
** matrimony. There will be no adulation 
** in this little treatife, no rhetorical pomp 
** of language, whicl\ may invcft you with 
** the digraty of an angel, and, by defcrib- 
** ing the beatitude of virginity, lay the 
^ world at your feet. I do not wifh that 
f' the life you have embraced fliould in- 
" fpireyou with pride, but with caution: 
6 ** you 



OLD M A I P S. ' |t74 

^ you travel, laden with trts^urs^ it b jthfTft^ 
** fore your bufmef? to avoid 9. tbief ♦/' 

A&er thi$ frien41y admonition^ ^£4^ 

proceeds to fpeak of th^ inceflant dgager t^ 

wluch virginity is expofed 1 a^d^ tp alarat 

his tender pupil iin the higheft diegre^ hi? 

fays, with a ten[ierity of language whi^h hi| 

zealj I think, can hardly ejqeyfe, ^ Thpi^ 

^' God is all powerful, he ca^aot ra^Q.up ^ 

^^ virgin that is nuned. lie is able, in^^^ 

** to deliver her from puniihnienti hut 

^^ he will not l^eftow a crown (^ d^ cor^ 

<* ruptedf. Virginity," Goatimies the faint> 

'^ may even peri$a by the &»plc offences 

** <rf the mind| aft4 be loft only 1^ l»r- 

^' bouring a licentiQus idea/' — St. Jerpm 

is very cancUd, in adding to (jl^s rigid 

maxim a ftriking bi^Q^ of his qw9 turbu^ 

* Onafta in(xdi3 ^vxot lam tiU vitaad^ efi* 

Epift. ad Eaftoehr 

f Audenter loquar : quum omnia poffit Deus, fui^ 

citare virginem non potefi: pofl: ruinam. Valet qui- 

dem liberare de pceaa* fed non vult coronare cor- 

ruptam» Bpift. »4 Siiftp<;)»* 

T a lent 



«76 E 5 S A y O K 

lent and wanton thoughts in the wildernefi 
to which he retired In fpite of the fevere 
mortifications by which he there endea- 
voured to fubdue the pibpenlides of nature^ 
in the midft of filling, folitude> and prayer^ 
his ardent imaginadon> he confefies, hur* 
Hed him from the filent delert to fcenes of 
Roman luxury^ and the fociety of girls. 
From this honeft confeinon> he draw^ a 
forcible argument in favour of temperance. 
i— ** If they," lays the faint, *' who reduce 
** their bodies by abftinence, are thus tor- 
^ merited by their fency, what muft the 
•* damfel fuller, who is indulged in every 
« delicacy ? If, therefore, I have any right 
^ to advife, if you can credit experience, 
•* this is my firft adpionition, this my moft 
^ earned intreaty^ that the confecrated vir* 
•» g^n may fly from wine as from poilbn/' 
—The faint expatiates on the neceflity of 
abftinence, both as to food and liquor; 
and he concludes his advice on this topic 
with thefe remarkable expreffions:~**It 
^' is not that Heaven is delighted with the 
- " rumbling 
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^^ rambling of our inteftines^ but chaftit^ 
^ cannot othcfwife be fafe */* 

This caution is followed by a veiy ftrik* 
ing picture of the diflblute manners which 
prevailed in that age. The ladies and the 
deigy arc treated widi equal feverity by 
the indignant Jerom; their vices are de* 
icribed with that fingular vehemence of 
angry wit^ that energy of metaphor^ by 
which die writings of this eloquent fadier ite 
peculiarly diftinguiihed ; ^^I am afliamed 
^' to fay/' exclaims the animated iaint^ 
** how many virgins are daily jruinedl 
^^ what illuftrious maidens are loft from the 
*' very bofom of our mother church 1 over 
^ whtt ^en ftars the proud enemy rears 
*' his throne f !" He ftrikes at the cohfr* 

^ Non quod Deus inteftiaonim noftror^m tttgita 
^eleftetttr^ fee} ^i|o4 ft}itor pudicida tuu eflb noii 
poffit ^pift. ad Euflo^. 

f Pudet dicere q^ot; qQOpdie virgines ruant, 
qaantas de iiip gremio mater perdat ecdefia» tiOipeT 
quas fydera iniimcas fuperbus ponat thronttm fttam; 
quot petras excavc^ et liaUtet ^abtr in fbraxnini* 
l^tt^canun, 

T 5 blwtion, 
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bitaddn, that I have mentioned before, 
between the priefts and the canonical virgins: 
•^ H<3(W was this peft," cries the ahgry 
Jerotn, *^ introduced into the thtirch * ?" 

The faint proceeds to cOtttfaft With thcfe 
Mcentious tnanners the extreme pority of his 
young difciplci in which he exhorts hef «> 
. ptt&^tt with various precepts i he dwells 
chiefly on abfenence and nightly prayef. 
He recommtnds to her feveral authors^ who 
had writttti on Vii^ns-^TertuUian, St. Cy- ^ 
■Julian, hi^ fHend Daniafus the Reman pon-r 
tiff, who celebrated virginity both in profe 
tAd verifej but, above all, the tieatife of St, 
Athbrofe, »f which I have giveii all ae- 
l:ounl, and which St Jerom cKtols is 4 
fhafter-iriece of eloquence. He cautions her 
at the fame time, againft all profaner ftu- 
dies, and particularly the amufement of 
poetry* 

* Unde in eccldias agapeUkrtim pefHs introiit ? 
iinde meretrices anivirae? Eadem domo^ uno cobt^ 
culoy fspe uno tenentur et ledulQy et fufpkiafos nos 
vp^ant, ii ali^uid ^jciftiinjim\i3. ]Spift. ad Eufloch. 

There 
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There is a veij plcafmg peculiarity in 
this generous faint ; I mean> his cuflom of 
rehmg a little biftoiy of bis owii frailties, 
to form a more fiu-cible lefTon £qt the ufe of 
his difciple. . Of this we have already feen 
ene txampky in the narration of hi^ wanton 
thoughts in the deiert. A fecond now oc« 
curs, on the fubjcft of profene literature. 
He confeffes to his &ir pupil^ that, after 
fpending fome time in his facred ftudies, in 
fafting and prayer, he ufed to anrlufc him-* 
felf with the comedies of Plautgs, which 
delighted him fo much, that when he re« 
turned to the perufol of the prophets, he 
found them infu£fefa:bly duU. A fever at- 
tacked him, and, at the height of his dif* 
temper, he was tran^orted, in a viOon, be- 
fore the tribunal of a judge, who, upbraiding 
him for his attachment to the literature, 
of the Gentiles,, commanded him to be 
fcourged. The confcious Jerom acknow- 
ledges the juftice of this fentcnce, and fup* 
ports the reality of his punifhment, by ap- 
pealing to the ftripes which he continued, 
T 4 he 
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he lays, to &d after his fleep had le& 
Mm. 

In fpcBking of literature^ St. Jerom has 
fome curious exprefiions concerning the U- 
terary nriagnificence of lus age. ^'Parch* 
« ment/* fays he, " is tinged with purple^ 
^* g<Ad flows into letters, and books are ar^ 
** rayed m jewels/* He afcribes this paf- 
fion for iplendor to the Roman ladies, 
whom he reprefents, in general, as fiill of 
oftentation, and deftitute of virtue. 

From hence he takes occafion to put his 
fair difciple on her guard agamfk luxuiy 
and avarice. 

At the diftance of diirty years from the 
eompofidon of thefe iniiru&ions to the 
tender Euftbchiym, we find the ardent Sc 
Jerom addrefling, with the &me zeal &r 
chaftity, another Roman virgin, of equal or 
Ibperior emii^nce -, I mean the celebrated 
Demetrias, the grand-daughter of Proba, a 
matron of the highefl rank and chara£ler in 
Rome, who, flying from that city, when it 
was taken by the Goths, efcaped with her 

family* 
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fitihUy, and ^ wreck* of m immcnfe for- 
tune, to the coaft of Africa. The young 
and '•lovdf Demetrias— inflamed widi a 
pious paflion for the palm of vir»«ity, or 
ajarmcd, perhsqw, by the fete of many ilkf- 
trious Roman damfels, «>m from their ex- 
iled parentt, and bafely fold to Syrian mer- 
chants by the mferaous Count Heradiaq. 
who commanded in Africa— foi^t an afy- 
lum in die church, by affuming the veit 
The holy mwden was complimented by ^ 
moft eminent faints of the age on this aft 
of devotion. Nothie^ can more forcUjly 
ftxew the high confequcnce of canonical 
virgins in that period, than the cpiftle of 
St. Jerom to Demetrias. Afer fome praifo 
beftowed on her own charafter, and that of 
her femily, he reprefcnts her confecration as 
an event which diffufed fuch univerfal joy 
throughout the Roman world, that it eom- 
penfeted in a great mcafure the late over- 
throw of the imperial city. He affirms, 
ihat the delight and exultatioft of the Ro- 
man 
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man people, oa this occafion, were fupcriof 
tto what they had formerly difj^ayed, bodi 
when their country was delivered fronr> the 
ravages of the Gauls, and when, after die 
fetal batries of Trebia, Thrafymenc, and 
Canns, they fiift heard of die vidory which 
Marcellus obtained at Nola. This, furely, 
is one of the moft hyperbolical compli- 
ments that was ever paid to a fair devotee, 
and affords us a curious proof how fer the 
imagination of our lively faint would fome- 
times outrun his judgment. Sut though 
his zed has overcharged the picture, we 
muft remefliber that he painted from Mfc: 
and his defcription 6f the effeds produced 
by tRe confecration of this noble damfel, 
exhibits in the ftrongeft light the maidenly 
cnthufiafm of that period. After declaring 
that the joy of Demetrias's family was foch 
as the feloqucnce both of Cicero and De- 
mofthencs would be unequal to defcribe, 
St Jerom exclaims, " Good God, what 
f^ was their exultation ! as from one fruit- 

^' ftil 
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** fill root many' virgins fkot forth*; a 
•^ iDxiltitude of female dependants purfued 
*^ t!ae example of their lady ; the profeffion 
*' o{ virginity prevailed in every houfc f . 
-*^ I fpeak too faintly : all the churches of 
*« Africa exulted ; the -fame of the pious 
^« virgin pervaded every city, every town 
*^ every village, to the moft lonely hut ; all 
^* the iflands between Africa and Italy were 
*^ filled with the joyful tidings. Then Italy 
** threw off her garb of mourning, and the 
^* half demolifhed walls of Rome recovered 
" a part of their priftine Iplendor, her God 
*^ being deemed propitious in this perfect 
*^ converfion of her daughter. You would 
*^ have thought the race of Goths ex- 
^* tinguifhed, and all her bafe enemies 
*' ftruck dead by the avenging thunder of 
^^ heaven.'* 

* Quail ex radice jtecunda, malt^ fimul virginet 
pullularunt. 

f Per omnes, domos fervebat virginitatis profcffio, 
f»r\m loquor> &c. 

S^ndt* Hieron* £pift« ad Demetnadem. 

. Having 
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Havii^ rcprefented the effeds of her 
confecradon in thefe flattering colours, St. 
Jerom proceeds to favour this illuftiToxis . 
virgin with many precepts for the mainte- 
nance c( her purity. He dwells on the 
iifual topics of temperance and prayer. He 
ingentouily compares the virgin, who lives 
chaftely in the warmth of youth, to thofe 
holy perlbns who continued unhurt in the 
fiery furnace. To the jich virgin he ob* 
lerves, that it is more meritorious to employ 
t large fortune in charitable donations to 
the poor, than in building a coftly and 
Iplendid church. He advifes Iiis ^r pupil 
to amufe herfelf with manual work. He 
cautions her agsunft the iniidious doftrine 
ot the heretic Rufinus. He exhorts her 
never to hear any convcrfation between a 
man and his wife, as fuch dialogues are of 
an infeftious jiaturc*. " Chufe her for 
f« your (:ompanion," fays the faint, ** v/ho 

f Nc audias quid ycl maritas uxori, vel uxor lo- 
eota fit virp : yenenatx funt hujufcemodi confabular- 
tioacs, JSpift. ad Demet. 

^* never 
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*^ never fufpeds that flic is handlbme ; who 
** never throws back her cloak to difcovcr 
H, her neck, but covers even her face (b 
** carefully, that fhc has hardly one eye, 
^* when fhc is walking in public, fuffi- 
** cicntly unveiled to difcern her path/' 

The faint then- (peaks of his own former 
compofition on the prefcrvation of virgi- 
nity i a work, he fays, which raifcd to him 
many enemies, on account of the honeft 
freedom with which he arraigned the vices 
of the time. He is flill, however, equally 
feverc on female licentioufnefs : *^ Many,** 
lays he, " affeft the fanftity of canonical 
** virgins, that, they may more quietly in- 
** dulge their impure defires. Thefe things/' 
continues the faint, ** we fee and fuffcr, 
" and, when dazzled by a piece of gold, 
" wc even rank them in the catalogue of 
" good works *." He concludes with ex* 
horting his chaftc difciplc to love the fcrip- 
turc s and, what has a ludicrobs tendency to, 

'• Haec vidcmus et patimur, ct fi aureus nununus 
afiulferit, kiter bona opera deputamus. 

•verthroMf 
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overthrow all his fayaurite dojdpine» he en^ 
treaX3 her to revere her ffrandmotber as a 
Hiodel of pcrfeftion. ^ 

The relpeftful love which St Jerom had 
CJonceiyed for virgioity was io gre;at, that k 
appears to have been the ruluig paffion of 
Ids hfe, and may be traced in almoft aH his 
writings. In his letters to different friends 
who had confulced him on the education of 
their female infants, he difcovers the moft 
ardent and anxious defire to form^ from the 
cradle, a religious Old Maid. In advifing 
a lady, whofe name was La&ta, to teaqh her 
litde daughter to read by letters of box or 
ivory, he gives her a particular caution to 
let no boys come hear the infant maiden* 
The whole letter is curious, as it circum- 
ftantially dcfcribcs the very lingular cau- 
tions which. St. Jerom thought neceflary to 
fcrm a female charafter of accompliftied 
purity. —But I muft haften to Ipeak of the 
two more elaborate works of this faint, in 
which his predominant paffion may be faid 
to burft forth with the greateft fervency. 

The 
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yh^'drQ: of thefe is a trefltift on the perpe-i 
tual.virgiaity^the Virgin Marys in oppo* 
i^on to Helvidius, who had attempted to 
prove, by paflages from the gofpel, that, 
after the birth of our Saviour, the Virgin 
Mary had other children by her hufband 
JofejA. After replying to all the argu-* 
inentsof his adverlary with great acutenefi 
and ftrei^th of rcafon, St. Jerom indulges 
himfelf in a rhetorical defcription of the 
two oppofite charaders, a virgin and a wife j 
ainl he cpncludes his treatife by magnifying 
the pre-eminence of the former with all the 
lively fpirit of eloquent enthufiafm. — The 
iecond is a work, in which the zeal of our 
faint, for the honour of virginity, arofe to a 
HiU: higher pitch; I mean his anfwer to 
Jovinian. This Italian monk, of a mode- 
rate a^drefpeftable charafter, had very^can- 
didly afferted, that the married women and 
virgins, who lived in equal obedience to 
the laws of the gofpel, were equally meri- 
torious* The indignation of the zealous 
Jerom took fire at this affertion -, he could 

not 
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not bear that thofe objeds of his idobtry* 
the pure vir^ns of the church, ibouki be 
thus placed on a level with women debafed^ 
in his idea, even by a legaf cohabitation 
with man. He is (o hurried on by the ve- 
hemence of his anger, that he exclaims, in 
the opening of his reply, " How fliall I 
" check nxyfclf, and not indulge the wea- 
" pon fo impatient to ftrike in the caufc of 
^ virginity *?'* Indeed, the warm laint 
appears utterly unable to condud the con« 
troveriy with any degree of tempen. Com- 
paring the candid do<5trine of his adverfary 
to the hifling of the old ferpent, he direa- 
tens to cruih him as the moft vile and per« 
nicious of reptiles. 

The paflionate compofidons of a bold 
and vigorous mind, enriched with exteniive 
learning, are generally entertaining, though 

* Unde cohibebo ciirfam» nee indulgebo mucroni 
jam nunc pro virginitate feme capiend ? 

S.>Hieron. adverfus JoWniinittu lib. L 

♦9 foU 
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fiill of error mi abfurdify. There is an 
ftctra£l:ive energy in fatirical wit, however 
<?^ftitute of truth, when it^is fharpened by 
indignation or envy. It is owing, perhaps^ 
in fome nieafure, to this forcible .charm, 
that fome unjuft compofitions of two very 
difierent authors, Volt^re and Dr; John- 
fon, have b^en read with peculiar avidity. 
In many ftrokes of perfonal charader^ and 
in the compaft vigour of their ftyle, thefe 
great writers both refcmblcd St. Jerom> 
Sarcaftic ima^nation and literary pride 
were, perhaps, the predominant charafte- 
riftics of this. Angular triumvirate j they all 
delighted to exert the; talent which they all 
poflefied, of blowing an ^verfary to pieces 
with a Iparkling explofioh , of irritable 
wit. 

The ionild and unfortunate Jovinian, 
though he. had merdy and juftice on hjs 
fide, liink under the vindiftive eloquence 
. of St. Jeromi who fupported againft his 
^htagonift the pre-eminence of his favou- 
rite virginity by a variety of arguments, 

Vot. IL U and 
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and a torrent of facred and prophanc eru- 
dition. The iaint very artfully pcnrerti 
many texts of fcripture to his purpofe, ai^ 
from fome of them draws a wonderful in- 
ference againll the purity of matrimonial 
duties *• He dwells on the authority of 
St. Paul, in his fiimous exhortation to celi^ 
bacy* He affirais that virgins are more 
beloved by heaven, becauie their iacrifice 
is not enjoined, but voluntary. He de- 
clares, there is as much difference between 
marriage and virginity, as between not fin« 
ning and doing good. 

Having made the utmofl; of thofe texts 
in fcripture, which could be converted to 
the honour of virginity, he proceeds to 
ihew, that a ftate of continence was no new 
eftabliihment, introduced in oppofition to 
nature by the Chriftian churih, but of an- 
cient and univerfal eftimation. In this 

^ Si abftinemuisrriips a coitu» honorem tribuimus 
uxoiibui; fi non abHinemus* peripicuum eil 'honori 
contrariam tSt coDtttmeliaiD. SaadL Hieron. 

S pari 
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part of lus treatifej he g^ves an ample cata« 
logue of the moft eminent fuppofed virg^ 
^f the Pagan world, not omitting the Ca- 
milla and Harpalice of Virgil. He men- 
tions the tradition of die Indian Gymnofb- 
phifb, that the founder of their religious in« 
fiitudons was generated from the fide of a 
virgin. He condefcends to repeat even the 
Grecian &ble concerning Plato's mother^ 
who was faid to have been impregnated by 
a phantom of ApoUo \ 

There are feveral points of reli^ous doc- 
trine which St. Jerom difputes with his an-- 
Cagomft^ but I touch only on t^ which is 
particularly conneded with the fiibjefb of thia 
£f}ay«, This, indeed, is the point for which 
the angry faint; moft; vehemently contends. 
His indigtiauon feems to have been pard- 
cularly roufed by the great eagcrnefs with 
which the Roman ladies had cixibraced the 
liberal maxims of his opponents Some 
, cannonical vir^ns, convinced by Jovi- 

• Phantafinate Apollinb. 

U 2 nian 
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nian of the innocence arid the merits 
bf m^titrtion/, had dropped the veil, and 
preferred the warm proteftion of a hufJ^ 
b^nd, to the chilling- Ihelter of the church. 
St. Jerom, in the clofe of his inveftive, 
very forcibly defcribes the popularity of 
liis ' antagonirt:. He laments that the rich 
and noble received him with deference and 
'afFeftion, He reprefents him as the pre- 
cepitor of impurity, furrounded by multi- 
tudes of lafcivious Women, who have loft, not 
oniy their n^odefty/but all fcnfe of Ihame 5 
*^' and who difplay more wantonnefs,'* fays 
the faint, '^ in the argumentative defence of 
^' their defii'e, than in its a6tdal exertion.**— 
He concludes with a fpirited addrefs to 
Rome, as the miftrefs of the' world. 'He 
befeeches the imperial city to a<9t in con- 
formity to her ancient reputation, to be ex- 
alted by virtue, and hbt hurribleci 'by plear 
fure. 

Though Jovinian feems to have had a 
large majority of the fair fex on his fide, his 
mild doftrine concerning them was for- 
mally' 
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mally condemned by ecclefiaftical autho- 
rity, and he died in exile. St Jerom arofe 
triumphant from the conteft j yet we find 
that many pibus critics in Rome arraigned 
his compofition, for extolling virginity to 
■fuch a pitch, by the degradation of wed- 
lock. In fome of his letters he treats thefe 
critics with the utmoft contempt. He a{^ 
ferts, in fupport of his own doftnne, that 
'the apoftles were either unmarried, or conti- 
nent after marriage**. He concludes one 
of his epiftles on this topic with an air of 
jocularity, by faying, " To explain my fen- 
. *^ timents on wedlock completely, I would 
^^ have, all thofe provide themfelves with 
*^ wives, who, from their nightly fears, are 
*^ unable to lie alone f." 

Such was die dodrine, and fuch the fuc- 

• Apoftoli vel virgines, vel poft nuptias conti- 
nentes. Sandl. Hieron. Epift. ad Pammachiuin« 

torn. iv. p. 242. edit. Par. 1705, 
f Void omnes, qui propter nofturnos forfitan mc- 
tus foli cubitare non pofTunt^ uxores ducere. 

San£l* Hieron Epiil. ad Domnionem. 

cefs. 
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ceis> of St. Jeroai> as the eulog^ of i^k^* 
sutf. It may amuie the Engliih reader to 
lee this eloquent and diafte enthufiaft in the . 
diarafter of a poet; I j(hall therefore ddfe 
the chapter widi a tnmflation of the epi- 
Iqih which he compofed on his gjeat friend 
and patroneis> the iUufixious Paula. — This 
hdj, afier refiding about twenty years in 
Bcdilem^ where fhe had founded three mo- 
naileries for virgins, and one fi>r monks-^ 
and after a&ing as a mother to all the 
CHuifiian pilgrinis, who then ciouded to the 
Iioly iepulchre— ended a fife of the ftrid- 
efl: piety, in the year 404, at die age of fif- 
ty-fix. The fidthful St. Jerom lamented 
her with the moft pafficxiate afflidion, and 
placed on difi^rent parts of the rock whidi 
was converted into her tomb, the two fci^ 
(owing inicriptions» 



\ 
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^ 4^^^, "usihofrom Scipio derived ber hirtb^ 
P^uU^ is laid within this balhw'd earth: 
Her Rneagefrom the GracchPsfplendid ract^ 
And Agamemnon* s royal boufe, we tract ; 
EuftochiwnCs mother^ fir ft of Roman dames I 
But /corning worldly pride, and pompous namer^ 
In Bethlemfacred rural fpot ! Jhe cbofi 
With chriftiian poverty her lifet^ clofe* 

On tht &ont of the cave^ 

See you this ftof^fepulchre? It hides 
P^la^s remains^ who now in heaven refidcu 

^ ^cipio auam penult 9 Fatdifudare ptareatti^ 
Graccborum /ohcles^ Agamemnonis iMclpta frtUsm 
H$cjacet in tumuio ; Paulam Mxerf prioru : 
Eu^ochii gtnetriXi Romani prima fe»atut ! 
Paufcriem Cbnjti et Bitblimitica rMr4i/efMut4U 

In fronte fpclttncs. 

^iVtf angufium pr^ectja rupt fipsdcrumf 
Hofpiiium PauLt ifi-, ceeUftia re^na Uuuuiu 
FrairsMt cognatcsi Romam^ patriwuqui nliMfuem^ 
DMtiasy/oboUmj Betblemiti cwditur antra, 
Hu prajepe ttatm^ Cbrtfie^ ai^ug Inc mjfiica Magi 
Mwtira fortantts, HotrJniqut Dsoqut didin. 

Sand. Hieroiu torn. iv. p. ^§9. 

Jfrunis^ 
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Friendsy country^ children^ wedltb-^from all 

Jbtfled 
To lay in Betblem's holy rock her bead: 
CrddU of Cbriji ! ajtene the Magi trody 
Hailing^ with myfiic gifts j ourbwfnan God. 



END or THE SECOND VOLUMIB. 



